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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Project Name: NorthWestern Energy Optical Ground Wire Temporary Construction License
Proposed
Implementation Date: Spring 2012
Proponent: NorthWestern Energy
Location: Section 12, Township 1 North, Range 14 East (Yellowstone River)
County: Sweet Grass County

I. TYPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION

The Proponent, NorthWestern Energy, is requesting a Temporary Construction License to allow the installation 
of an Optical Ground Wire on their existing 50kV overhead transmission line east of Big Timber that crosses the 
Yellowstone River. This facility does not have an easement from the State and NorthWestern is requesting the 
License to allow them to perform the work in advance of their submittal of a right-of-way application.

All of the installation work will be performed aerially from the shore and there will be no physical intrusion into 
the Yellowstone River. The Optical Ground Wire will serve a dual purpose as a ground for the transmission 
towers and also will facilitate internal voice and data transmission for NorthWestern Energy.

II. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED:
Provide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this project.

No formal public scoping was performed by the DNRC Southern Land Office for this proposed project.  

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED:

None.

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

Proposed Alternative: Approve the request by NorthWestern Energy to issue a Temporary Construction
License for the purpose of installing an Optical Ground Wire on their existing 50kV overhead transmission line 
east of Big Timber, over the Yellowstone River in Section 12-T1N-R14E. 

No Action Alternative: Deny the request to issue a Temporary Construction License to NorthWestern Energy 
to install an Optical Ground Wire on an existing overhead transmission line that crosses the Yellowstone River.

III. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered.  
Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resource heading. 
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4. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTURE:
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5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION:
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6.    AIR QUALITY:
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7.   VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY:
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8. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS:  
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9. UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES:  
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10.  HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES:  
Identify and determine effects to historical, archaeological or paleontological resources.

The proposed project would place an Optical Ground Wire on an existing overhead electric transmission line 
that crosses the Yellowstone River. All of the work will be performed aerially from the shore and there will not be 
any physical occupation on state-owned land. No significant adverse impacts to historic or archaeological sites 
are expected as a result of implementing the proposed alternative. 

11.  AESTHETICS:  
Determine if the project is located on a prominent topographic feature, or may be visible from populated or scenic areas.  
What level of noise, light or visual change would be produced?  Identify cumulative effects to aesthetics.

The proposed action would �
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overhead electric transmission line. This change will not be noticeable to a casual observer of this facility. No
significant adverse impact to aesthetics is expected as a result of implementing the proposed alternative.

12.  DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATER, AIR OR ENERGY:  
Determine the amount of limited resources the project would require. Identify other activities nearby that the project 
would affect. Identify cumulative effects to environmental resources.

No significant adverse impacts to environmental resources of land, water, air or energy are expected to occur as 
a result of implementing the proposed alternative.

13.  OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA:  
List other studies, plans or projects on this tract.  Determine cumulative impacts likely to occur as a result of current 
private, state or federal actions in the analysis area, and from future proposed state actions in the analysis area that are 
under MEPA review (scoped) or permitting review by any state agency.  

The proponent will be required to complete an application for an easement for the existing 50kV overhead 
transmission line where it crosses the Yellowstone River.

IV. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION
RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered.  
Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resource heading. 
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	����
�������������������ntified or the resource is not present.

14. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
Identify any health and safety risks posed by the project.

No significant adverse impacts to human health and safety are expected to occur as a result of implementing 
the proposed alternative.

15. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION:  
Identify how the project would add to or alter these activities.

No significant adverse impacts to industrial, commercial and agricultural activities and production are expected 
to occur as a result of implementing the proposed alternative.  

16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT:  
Estimate the number of jobs the project would create, move or eliminate.  Identify cumulative effects to the employment 
market.

The proposed action will not have a significant adverse impact on the quantity and distribution of employment. 
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17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES:  
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18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES:  
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19. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS:  
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20. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES:  
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21. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND HOUSING:  
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22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES:  
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23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY:  
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24. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES:  
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V. FINDING
�
25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED:
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26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS:
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27. NEED FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:
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