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Montana Department of 

ENVmONMEN'f AIL QUALlTY Steve Bullock, Governor 
Tracy Stone-Manning, Director 

P. 0. Box 200901 • Helena, MT 59620-0901 • (406) 444-2544 • Website: www.deq.mt.gov 

July 11, 2013 

John Dunckel, Mayor 
City of Choteau 
PO Box 619 
Choteau, Montana 59422 

RE: Choteau Wastewater Collection System Improvements 
State Revolving Fund Loan Program 
SRF Project # : C304232 

Mayor Dunckel: 

An environmental review of the above referenced project has been completed by the Montana 
Department of Environmental Quality Water Pollution Control State Revolving Fund Program. 
Based on this review, it has been determined that the project is eligible for a categorical 
exclusion from further environmental review. A copy of the Notice of Publication of Categorical 
Exclusion for this project is enclosed. 

Please print the notice in at least one publication of your local newspaper, under legal 
advertising, and return a copy of the proof of advertisement to this office (note: the map does not 
need to be printed). Please have the Notice, Preliminary Engineering Report (PER),and any 
project contract documents available for public review at your office or any public place of 
convenience. We have distributed the notice to the enclosed list of agencies. If you have any 
questions regarding this process or the project in general, you can call me at the number listed 
below. 

Sincerely, 

~!UL--
Mike Abrahamson, P.E. 
State Revolving Fund Loan Program 
Technical and Financial Assistance Bureau 
mabrahamson@mt.gov 
406.444.6776 

Encl 

Cc: Kevin Johnson, P.E, DOWL-HKM, Bozeman 

Enforcement Division • Permitting & Compliance Division • Planning, Prevention & Assistance Di\cision • Remediation Division 



DAMON MURDO 
MT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
PO BOX 201201 
HELENA MT 59620-1201 

DARLENE EDGE 
DIRECTOR 
RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 
FW&P 
PO BOX 200701 
HELENA MT 59620-0701 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 
STATE CAPITOL RM #106 

BRENT ESMOIL 
US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
100 NO PARK STE 320 
HELENA MT 59601 

PO BOX 201701 
HELENA MT 59620-1701 

JEAN RILEY 
MT DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING 
2960 PROSPECT 
HELENA MT 59620 

JASON SEYLER 
MTDEQ 
REMEDIATION DIVISION 
1100 N LAST CHANCE GULCH 
HELENA MT 59620-0901 

LAURA A BENTLEY PE 
PROJECT MANAGER 

.&. CORE LIST 

RMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
106 SOUTH 15TH STREET 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102-1618 

ADMINISTRATOR 
R & P DIVISION 
FW&P 
PO BOX 200701 
HELENA MT 59620-0701 

DIRECTOR 
MT FIELD OFFICE - HUD 
7W6fh AVE 
HELENA MT 59601 

ENVIR REVIEW OFFICER 
US DEPT OF INTERIOR 
DENVER FEDERAL CENTER 
PO BOX 25007 
DENVER CO 80225-0007 

ECOLOGICAL SERVICES 
585 SHEPHARD WAY 
HELENA MT 59601-9785 

BUREAU OF LAND MGMT 
BILLINGS FIELD OFFICE 
5001 SOUTHGATE DRIVE 
BILLINGS MT 59101 

STATE CONSERVATIONIST 
US SOIL CONSERVATION 
FEDERAL BLDG RM #443 
10 E BABCOCK 
BOZEMAN MT 59715 

ENVIR PROJECT REV 
US DEPT OF INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECT 

SHINGTON DC 20240 

9 OLOGICAL SERVICES 

/

(JS FISH & WILDLIFE SERV 
BILLINGS SUBOFFICE 
2900 4TH AVE N RM #104 
BILLINGS MT 59101-1228 

COMM DEVELOPMENT BUREAU L/ AL 
GOVT ASST DIV GALLATIN AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
DEPT OF COMMERCE GALLATIN FIELD AIRPORT 
PO BOX 200523 BELGRADE MT 59714 
HELENA MT 59620-0523 

g:\tfa\admin\ ! address\} ist\fonsi&ea _ distributionlist.doc 

JOHN TUBBS 
DIRECTOR 
DNRC 
PO BOX 201601 
HELENA MT 59620-1601 

TODD TILLINGER 
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
10W 15 
HELENA MT 59626 

T OPTIONAL LISl 

STATE DIRECTOR 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
PO BOX 850 
BOZEMAN MT 59715 

MUNICIPAL SYSTEMS UNIT 
8P-W-MS 
US EPA REGION VIII 
1595 WYNKOOP ST 
DENVER CO 80202-1129 

DAVIDS STELLING 
FAA 
FAA BUILDING STE #2 
2725 SKYWAY DR 
HELENA MT 59601 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE CAPITAL RM 204 
PO BOX 201701 
HELENA MT 59620-1701 

DIRECTOR 
MRAN 
304 N 18TH AVE 
BOZEMAN MT 59715-3114 

FONSl&EA_Distributionlist.doc 
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Montana Department of 

ENVIRONMENTALQUALlTY Steve Bullock, Governor 
Tracy Stone-Manning, Director 

P. 0. Box 200901 • Helena, MT 59620-0901 • (406) 444-2544 • Website: www.deq.mt.gov 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
CHOTEAU, MONTANA 

SRF PROJECT#: C304232 

CHOTEAU WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 

July 11 , 2013 

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality has reviewed the above named project. The 
City of Choteau experiences a significant amount groundwater infiltration in its sewer collection 
system due to a naturally occurring high groundwater table and an aging sewer collection 
system. This has resulted in elevated sewer flows which have negatively impacted the 
wastewater treatment system and has led to numerous discharge violations. Over the past 
decade, as a means of reducing the infiltration of groundwater into the sewer system, the city 
has replaced or slip-lined nearly 21,000 feet of sewer collection piping. These efforts have 
improved the structural integrity of the collection mains and potentially eliminated 1,000,000 
gallons per day of excessive flow to the wastewater treatment lagoon during peak high 
groundwater conditions. Through additional video inspection, the city has identified one 
remaining area of the collection system, located just south of the school grounds, that is still a 
major contributor to the groundwater infiltration problem. To eliminate this source of infiltration, 
the city proposes to rehabilitate or replace approximately 4,200 lineal feet of existing sanitary 
sewer located within city alleys and streets. In general the project area includes the alleyways 
located between 7th Ave. SW and 10th Ave. SW and extends from 1st St. NW to 2nc1 St. SW, and 
several sections of sewer within 2nc1 St. SW from approximately 10th Ave. SW to approximately 
4th Ave. SW. The work will be completed with either Cured-In-Place-Pipe (i.e. slip-lining) or 
through traditional dig and replace methods. In either case, service lines will be excavated to 
provide for watertight seals at the connection of the sewer service to the main. This project is 
necessary to remove as much infiltration from the collection system as possible to minimize the 
sizing of the community's new treatment facility scheduled for construction in 2014. 

Pursuant to ARM 17.40.318, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality has concluded 
that the proposed project meets the Categorical Exclusion criteria of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The Categorical 
Exclusion may be revoked if the project is not initiated within the time period specified in the 
Preliminary Engineering Report, a new or modified application is submitted, or new evidence 
demonstrates serious local or environmental issues exist, or state, local, tribal, or federal laws 
are violated. 

Enforcement Division • Permitting & Compliance Division • Planning, Pre,·ention & Assistance Division • Remediation Division 



The documentation for the Categorical Exclusion is available for public review at the following 
locations: 

Department of Environmental Quality 
State Revolving Fund Loan Program 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 

garden, Bureau Chie 
Technical & Financial Assista ce Bureau 
Planning Prevention & Assistance Division 

John Dunckel, Mayor 
City of Choteau 
38 151 Avenue NW 
Choteau, Montana 59422 
Phone (406) 466-251 O 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
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