September 27, 2013

Emmet D. Embody, Mayor
City of Cut Bank

221 W. Main Street

Cut Bank, MT 59427

RE:  WPCSRF #: C301254; Cut Bank Sewer Force Main Improvements Project
Dear Mayor Embody:

An environmental review of the above referenced project has been completed by the Water Pollution
Control SRF Program. Based on this review, it has been determined that the project is eligible for a
categorical exclusion from further environmental review. A copy of the Notice of Publication of
Categorical Exclusion for this project is enclosed. Please print the notice in at least one publication of your
local newspaper, under legal advertising, and return a copy of the proof of advertisement to this office.

Please have the Categorical Exclusion notice, Preliminary Engineering Report and contract documents
available for public review at your office or public place of convenience. We have distributed the notice to
the enclosed list of agencies. The FONSI and EA will be placed on our website for public review at
http://www.deq.mt.gov/ea.asp . If you have any questions regarding this process or the project in general,
you can call me at the number listed below.

Sincerely,

fern ey &
State Revolving Fund Loan Program
Technical and Financial Assistance Bureau
(406) 444-7343

Encl

cc: Joel Pilcher, PE, Great West Engineering (email)
Anna Miller, DNRC



NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
CITY OF CUT BANK, MONTANA
WPCSRF #: C301254

WASTEWATER FORCEMAIN REPAIR PROJECT
September 27, 2013

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality has reviewed the above named project. The
project consists of plans to repair or replace approximately 7,300 feet of 12 inch cast-iron force
main sewer piping from the SW lift station along 4™ Avenue SW, across the railroad tracks and
turning along 1% Street NW to the intersection of 3 Avenue NE, then northeast one block and
finishing on 2™ Street NE. The existing 12 inch cast iron force main has begun failing over the
past two years at an increasing rate. Investigations have found the piping to be severely
corroded. Since this is a pressure sewer even small leaks can result in significant raw sewage
discharges and are very difficult to repair. The piping will be repaired via one of three alternative
methods, or a combination of these methods:

* Pipe bursting, where a new plastic pipe is pulled through the existing pipe with a hydraulic
ram. Each service would then be excavated and reconnected,

o Excavation and replacement of the force main piping, or

¢ Cured—in-Place lining of the existing main, where a collapsed sieeve is pulled into the
sewer and then inflated with hot water or steam to expand to the internal pipe shape,
which also initiates a chemical curing process.

Pursuant to ARM 17.40.318, the Department has concluded that the proposed project meets the
Categorical Exclusion criteria of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Montana
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The Categorical Exclusion may be revoked if the project is not
initiated within the time period specified in the Preliminary Engineering Report, a new or modified
application is submitted, new evidence demonstrates serious local or environmental issues exist,
or state, local, tribal, or federal laws are violated.

Page 1 of 2



Documentation for the Categorical Exclusion is available for public review at these locations:

Department of Environmental Quality Cut Bank, City of
State Revolving Fund Loan Program 221 W Main Street
1520 East Sixth Avenue Cut Bank, MT 59427

Helena, MT 59601
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Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Pag of 2












