From: Ivy, Nancy

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2013 4:59 PM

To: Sen. Jennifer Fielder; Rep. Nicholas Schwaderer (nick.schwaderer@gmail.com); Rep. Pat
Ingraham; Bates, Kimberly; 'tflibrary@blackfoot.net’; Baker, Tim; Erickson, Leah; Fisher,
Jed - County Weed Abatement; Frye, Steve; Furthmyre, Coleen; FWP $FW-Reg OfcMgr
Sup; Gutkoski, Joe; Hirst, Wayne, MT State Parks Foundation; Hunt, Chuck; McLane,
Adam - MT Environmental Info Center; MSL State Publications; Ochenski, George;
Richards, Lucy; Riddle, Mary, Glacier National Park; Sharpe, Craig; Wilmoth, Stan;
Strong, Aliselina; Theisen, Maureen; Thomas, Shawn; Williams, Kelly; Auld, Francis;
Becker, Dale; Caye, Arlene; Ducharme, Lynn; Evarts, Les; Hewankorn, Patricia; Incashola,
Tony; Joe Durglo, CSKT Tribal Chair; McDonald, Tom; Pablo, Marcia; Ralph Goode, Fish
& WL Board Chair; Livers, Tom; Lovelace, Bonnie; North, John; Peterson, Lisa

Subject: FW: Comment Period on Noxon Reservoir Walleye Draft EA extended to April 19

Attachments: Comment period extended on Noxon walleye EA final. doc.doc

Montana Fish, Wildlife R PariG

490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT. 59901

CONTACT: John Fraley 406-751-4564 (office) EMAIL: jfraley@mt.gov
REGION ONE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 28, 2013
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Comment Period on Noxon Reservoir Walleye Draft EA extended to April 19
The comment period for the Draft Environmental Assessment, “Investigation of Suppression of Walleye in
Noxon Rapids Reservoir” has been extended for 21 days. Comments must now be received or postmarked by
Friday, April 19.

According to FWP Region One Supervisor Jim Satterfield, the extension is due to several factors. “We received
over 250 comments and a petition on the project,” says Satterfield. “We also received a number of requests for
a comment period extension to review the technical background of the EA. Given the level of controversy
surrounding this issue, | am extending the comment period.”

Satterfield urged interested persons who wish to send comments to read the Draft Environmental
Assessment. The EA can be found on FWP’s website (fwp.mt.gov: click news, then public notices): Investigation of
Suppression of Walleye in Noxon Rapids Reservoir. Comments can be submitted by email at this site.

Copies of the draft EA are also available at the MFWP office, 490 N. Meridian Rd., Kalispell; the MFWP Field
Office, 601 N Columbia Street, Thompson Falls; Montana State Library, 1515 E 6™ Ave., Helena; MFWP State



Headquarters, 1420 E 6™ Avenue, Helena; Thompson Falls Library, 911 Main Street, Thompson Falls; and the
FWP website at fwp.mt.gov under Public Notices.

In the meantime, routine sampling of walleye in Noxon Reservoir will continue as in previous years. Captured
fish will be tagged and released. Data collected will shed light on the status, distribution, age structure, and
health of the walleye population.

Walleye were first detected in the reservoir in 1991 during fisheries sampling. These fish are the result of
several illegal introductions. In 2000, standardized annual monitoring was implemented to monitor trends in
fish abundance and showed that walleye were naturally reproducing.
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