
 
 
      1400 South 19th Avenue 
      Bozeman, MT  59718            June 17, 2013  

 
 
To: Governor's Office, Tim Baker, State Capitol, Room 204, P.O. Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801 
 Environmental Quality Council, State Capitol, Room 106, P.O. Box 201704, Helena, MT 59620-1704 

Dept. of Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 
Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT  59620-1601 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 

        Director's Office  Parks Division   Lands Section  FWP Commissioners 
 Fisheries Division Legal Unit  Wildlife Division  Design & Construction 

MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620-1202 
MT State Parks Association, P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103 
MT State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620 
James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, P.O. Box 1184, Helena, MT 59624 
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 
George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helena, MT 59624 
Jerry DiMarco, P.O. Box 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771 
Montana Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624 
Wayne Hurst, P.O. Box 728, Libby, MT 59923 
Jack Jones, 3014 Irene St., Butte, MT 59701 
Jack Atcheson, 2309 Hancock Avenue, Butte MT 59701 
Beaverhead Conservation District, 420 Barrett Street, Dillon, MT  59725 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Helena 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Helena 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 420 Barrett Street, Dillon, MT  59725 
Big Hole Watershed Committee, P.O. Box 931, Butte, MT  59703 
Montana Trout Unlimited, P.O. Box 7186, Missoula, MT  59807  
Dan Vermillion, FWP Commissioner, Livingston MT 

 Earnest and Colleen Bacon, 2215 Fishtrap Creek Road, Wisdom, MT 59761   
Dept. of Natural Resources and Conservation, 730 N. Montana Street, Dillon, MT 59725-9424 
George Grant Chapter of Trout Unlimited, P.O. Box 563, Butte, MT 59703 
Skyline Sportsmen, P.O. Box 173, Butte, MT 59703 
Anaconda Sportsmen, 2 Cherry, Anaconda, MT 59711  
Carter Kruse, Aquatic Resource Coordinator, Turner Enterprises, Inc., 1123 Research Drive, Bozeman, MT  59718 
Mark Peterson, Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited, PO Box 52, Bozeman, MT  59771 
Cavan Fitzsimmons, Hebgen Lake District Ranger, PO Box 520. West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
The Madison River Foundation, P.O. Box 1527, Ennis, Montana 59729 
Madison Conservation District, P.O. Box 606, Ennis, MT 59729 
Kevin Hughs, Wildlife Area Manager, 1400 S 19th Ave, Bozeman, MT 59718 
Madison County Commission, P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59755 
Campfire Lodge Resort, Inc., James “Jim” and Wendie Slattery, 155 Campfire Lane, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
Campfire Lodge Resort, Inc., James “Jim” and Wendie Slattery, 1713 Bonanza Way, Modesto, CA 95350 
Beartrap Outfitters, c/o Quint Whitman, 5151 W El Gato, Meridian, ID 83642 
Terry Search, Yellowstone Mountain Guides, Inc., PO Box 70, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
Clyde Seely, Parade Rest Ranch, c/o Marge Wanner, 1279 Grayling Creek Road, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
Don Drake, Jefferson Valley Sportsman's Assoc., PO Box 663, Whitehall, MT  59759 
 
 



 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 
The enclosed Decision Notice has been prepared for a proposal to introduce westslope cutthroat trout into 20 fishless 
streams across the Big Hole, Madison, Gallatin, and Jefferson river drainages.  These fishless streams are generally 
small (less than three miles) and isolated from areas downstream by natural fish barriers (e.g., waterfalls or stream goes 
dry).  The habitat has been surveyed upstream of the natural barriers and found adequate to potentially support a fishery.  
Westslope cutthroat trout would be introduced to these streams in an effort to conserve local populations that may be at 
risk due to competition and hybridization with non-native trout or other factors such as small population size, limited 
habitat, and random events such as fire and floods. There are 268 miles of inventoried fishless streams across the four 
drainages proposed for cutthroat introduction, and FWP is proposing to introduce fish into approximately 40 miles of 
stream (15%).   Fish would be captured from wild donor sources, transported to recipient streams, and released.  In 
some cases, fertilized eggs may be collected from donor streams and incubated in recipient streams.   

 
It is my decision to proceed with the proposed action of introducing westslope cutthroat trout upstream of the cascade 
fish barrier. 
 
Questions regarding these Decision Notices should be mailed to: 

 
  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

 Mechanical Removal of Non-Native Trout 
 Attn: Jim Olsen 

1820 Meadowlark Ln. 
Butte, MT 59701 

 
Or e-mailed to: jimolsen@mt.gov 

 
Sincerely, 

 

            
 

Patrick J. Flowers 
Region Three Supervisor 

 
 
 

 



RANGE EXPANSION OF WESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT IN 
SEVERAL FISHLESS STREAMS OF SOUTHWEST MONTANA 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
DECISION NOTICE 

 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

Region Three, Bozeman 
June 17, 2013 

 
Proposed Action 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) is proposing to introduce westslope cutthroat trout into 
20 fishless streams across the Big Hole, Madison, Gallatin, and Jefferson river drainages.  These 
fishless streams are generally small (less than 3 miles) and isolated from areas downstream by 
natural fish barriers (e.g., waterfalls or stream goes dry).  Upstream of the natural barriers, the 
habitat has been surveyed and found adequate to potentially support a fishery.  Westslope 
cutthroat trout would be introduced to these streams in an effort to conserve local populations 
that may be at risk due to competition and hybridization with non-native trout or other factors 
such as small population size, limited habitat, and random events such as fire and floods.   Fish 
would be captured from wild donor sources, transported to recipient streams, and released.  
Fertilized eggs may be collected in some cases from donor streams and incubated in recipient 
streams.  There are 268 miles of inventoried fishless streams across the four drainages proposed 
for cutthroat introduction, and FWP is proposing to introduce fish into approximately 40 miles of 
these streams (15%).   
    
Montana Environmental Policy Act 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is required by the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 
to assess significant potential impacts of a proposed action to the human and physical 
environment. An Environmental Assessment (EA) in compliance with MEPA was completed for 
the proposed project by FWP and released for public comment on April 8, 2013. 
 
Public comments on the proposed project were taken for 30 days (through May 8, 2013). The EA 
was mailed to 44 individuals and groups.  A legal notice was printed in the Montana Standard 
(Butte), Bozeman Chronicle, and the Madisonian newspapers.  A draft EA was posted on the 
FWP webpage: http://fwp.mt.gov//publicnotices/.  A total of one comment on this project was 
received. 
 
Summary of Public Comment 
 
Comment: “The Madison River Foundation is pleased to support the department’s proposed 
introduction of native westslope cutthroat trout to currently fishless streams on the Big Hole, 
Gallatin, Jefferson and Madison River drainages.  Westslope cutthroat trout recovery and 
restoration is a priority of the Foundation.  The addition of the Madison tributaries Nickerson 
Creek and South Fork of Cabin Creek to the inventory of streams with WCT populations is a 



worthy undertaking.  Expanding the range and distribution of WCT will add another measure of 
protection for this native species.” 
 
Response:  FWP concurs with the comments from the Madison River Foundation. 
 
Decision 
 
Based on the Environmental Assessment, public comment, and benefits and risks associated with 
this project, it is my decision to go forward with the proposed action of introducing WCT to the 
fishless reaches of the proposed streams.  I find there to be no significant impacts on the human 
and physical environments associated with this project.  Therefore, I conclude that the 
Environmental Assessment is the appropriate level of analysis, and that an Environmental Impact 
Statement is not required. 
 

 
__________________________________     
Patrick J. Flowers 
Region Three Supervisor 


