
Region 4 Headquarters 4600 Giant Springs Road Great Falls, MT 59405

July 1,2013

To whom it may concern:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is proposing a project to restore native westslope cutthroat trout
to upper Big Camas Creek and Camas Lake (see attached map). Restoration would require the
removal of non-native fishes with an Environmental Protection Agency piscicide containing
rotenone. Detoxification of rotenone would occur on national forest lands approximately one
mile upstream from private lands (see attached map). No other westslope cutthroat restoration
projects are planned for the Camas Creek Drainage.

Historically, Camas Creek and its tributaries would have supported westslope cutthroat trout
(westslope) in approximately 43 miles of stream. Currently, the only remaining population of
non-hybridized westslope in the Camas drainage is located in Middle Fork Camas Creek (see

attached map). This population is the result of a transfer of genetically pure westslope from a

population in the Castle Mountains. Trout populations in the Camas Creek drainage are tlpically
highly hybridized individuals - a mix of old westslope genetics, stocked Yellowstone cutthroat
trout, and stocked rainbow trout.

Genetically pure populations of westslope occupy less than 3% of historically occupied habitat in
the Smith River drainage - 20 miles out of a total of 615 miles. Projects which restore westslope
to historically occupied habitats are necessary to prevent extinction of the only trout native to the
Smith River. Efforts to stabilize and increase westslope populations would likely prevent a

future listing under the Endangered Species Act and the potential for unwanted/unnecessary land
use restrictions on public and private lands.

This project is intended to restore a viable popuhrton of locally obtained westslope to
approximately 4 miles of Big Camas Creek and the 29-ucre -fi. Camas Lake. Predicted
proj ect benejits include :

o Increase in total miles of native non-hybridized westslope inhabited stream in the Camas
Drainage from I to 4 miles (400% increase).

o Replication of one of the last 5 existing populations of westslope in the Smith River
drainage.

o Reduction in the risk of potential listing under the Endangered Species Act.

The current harvest limit for Yellowstone cutthroat trout in Camas Lake is 5 dailv and 10 in
possession.



Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks propose thefollowing mitigationfor the temporary decrease
in trout numbers after removal of non-native Yellowstone cutthroat trout:

o No change in harvest regulations after Camas Lake is restored to a native westslope
cutthroat trout fishery (5 per day and 10 in possession).

o Unlimited harvest of Yellowstone cutthroat trout in Camas Lake and Big Camas Creek
prior to treatment with rotenone.

o Annual stocking of sterile (triploid) westslope cutthroat hout until naturally reproducing
fishery has developed.

o Treatment would be conducted after Fourth of July weekend and prior to the opening of
archery season.

Comments on this draftEnvironmental Assessment are requested from you and any other
interested parties. Please identiff any concerns or site specific information you are aware of that
doesn't appear to have been considered but should have been as well as your reasoning why it
should be considered in reaching decisions regarding this project. The comment period is 30
days. Public comments would be accepted through July 2l ,2013.

A copy of the draft that identifies the alternatives and activities proposed is available by
contacting George Liknes at FWP Region 4 Headquarter at 406-454-5855 or on the FWP website
at:.

If you have additional questions or would like to meet and discuss the proposed projects please
contact me (David Moser) at l-4O6-791-7775 or by email to dmoser@fs.fed.us.

Written comments can be sent to:

Or by email to:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
c/o Camas Lake/Big Camas Creek EA Comments
4600 Giant Springs Rd.
Great Falls, MT 59405

eliknes@mt.eov

Or public comments can also be given at the FWP web page address below:

Sincerely,

A,oo,ry l-h^-
\l

George Liknes
Regional Fisheries Manager - Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
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