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0. whom 1t may concern

Montana F 1sh W11dhfe & Parks is proposmg a pI'O_] ject to restore natlve westslope cutthroat trout
o Hyde Creek, Two Medicine River Drainage. Restoration would require the removal of non- -
ative brook trout with an Environmental Protection Agency piscicide containing rotenone.
j_Detox1ﬁcat10n of rotenone would occur on national forest lands near the conﬂuence of Hyde
“Creek and_ the South Fork Two Med1c1ne RIVCI' (see attached map)

] 1st0ncally, streams in the Two Med1c1ne Dralnage would have supported westslope cutthroat
rout (westslope) in approx1mate1y 857 miles of stream. ‘Currently, the only remaining native
'opulatrons of non-hybridized westslope in the Two Medicine Drainage are Sydney Creek (1
“mile of stream) and Midvale Creek. Sydney Creek is partially protected from hybridization by a
;’small waterfall barrier. Midvale Creek supports a population of slightly hybridized westslope
Aj-and non-hybridized westslope. Either of thesé two streams would be the preferred westslope

. onors if this project were to proceed Genetic analysis of all donor fish would ensure only non-
- 'hybrldlzed fish are transferred. Several other populations - Birch Creek, Middle Fork of

‘ Dupuyer and South Fork Dupuyer - hold pure populations that were transferred from streams

: out31de of the Two Med1c1ne Drarnage : : . :

:i_API'O_]eCtS wh1ch restore westslope to historically occupled habitats are necessary to prevent
-~ extinction of the only trout native to Missouri River. Efforts to stabilize and increase westslope
. populatrons would likely prevent a future listing under the Endangered Species Act and the
-potentlal for unwanted/unnecessary land use restrlctlons on public and private lands.

vy his'project is intended to restore a viable populatzon of locally obtained westslope to
: approximately'6 miles of Hyde Creek. Predicted project benefits include:

. Increase in total m1les of native non-hybndlzed westslope 1nhab1ted stream 1n the Camas
Drainage from 0.5 to 6 miles
® Replication of one of the last two existing and sa’vageable populations of westslope in
~ the Two Medicine River drainage.
e Reduction i in the risk of potential listing under the Endangered Species Act.




. The current harvest limit for brook trout is 20 daily. Hyde Creek would eas1ly support enough
westslope for hmlted harvest by anglers

- Montana Fzsh thdllfe & Parks propose the foIIowmg mitigation for the removal of non-
£y natzve brook trout w:th ptscwtdes . A

¥ _:Allow 11m1ted harvest of westslope cutthroat trout should the prOJect proceed and a native
.westslope populatlon be restored to Hyde Creek (3 to 5 years)

' ._::Before plscwlde treatment Rocky Mountain Tailed fro gs would be collected and moved
s to untreated waters for re-1ntroduct10n should they be 1mpacted by rotenone.

= . : "Treatment would be conducted when livestock are not present in the pro_]ect corridor.

o Comments on thlS draft Enwronmental Assessment are requested from you and any other
lnterested partles, Please 1dent1fy any ‘concerns orsite specific information you are aware of that
_ oesnt appe' to have been considered but should have been as well as your reasoning why it
should be cons1dered in reachmg decisions regarding this proj ect The comment penod is 30~
days. Publ comments would be accepted through December 14™ 2013

_ronmental Assessment w111 be avarlable on the Montana Flsh Wlldhfe & Parks
pubhc notlces website (http:/fwp.mt.gov/news/publicNotices/). If you have additional -
questions, ‘would like to receive a copy of the Environmental assessment, or would like to meet -
and distuss the proposed prOJects please contact me (Dav1d Moser) at 1-406- 791 7775 or by
eI a11 to dmoser@fs fed us. B .

i .A'Mfont.ana Flsh, Wildlife & Parks

c/o Hyde Creek EA Comments
4600 Giant Springs Rd. '
Great Falls, MT 59405
Or by emarl to: ' . FWPHydeComments@mt.gov
Sincerely,

David Moser
Fisheries BlOlOngt - Montana Fish, Wlldhfe & Parks
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