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1o whom it may concern:
. -.... :. :.:; -:
, , ,,, . , 

Montar,ra Fish, Wildlife & Parks is proposing a project to restore native westslope cutthroat trout

,,,,. .' . 
,,:,, ' ' t,o Hide Creek, 1y,'9 Medicine River Dlainage. Restoration. would- require the removal of non-

' : , , native brook trout with an Environmental Protection Agency piscicide containing rotenone.
, .:' DeJoxification of rotenone would occur on national forest lands near the confluence of Hyde

r . .' Creek and the South Fork Two Medicine River (see attached map).
.. .,,-;' ;: ,' .: :i:.r: j I....

...i,.,..,.',''.:.''..''
. ',',;;1 r,:1,,1.;ltristorically, streams in the Two Medicine Drainage would have supported westslope cutthroat: . .;' 'hout (westslope) in approxirnately 857 miles of stream. Currently, the only ranaining native
. ,, populations of non-hybridized westslope in the Two Medicine Drainage are Sydney Creek (l

, I and non-hybridized westslope. Either of these two streams would be the preferred westslope

. . , .donors if this project were to proceed. Genetic analysis of all donor fish would ensure only non-
, ,- , ,' I ' hvbridized fish are transferred. Several other populations - Birch Creek, Middle Fork of
. , ,-. Dupuyer, and South Fork Dupuyer - hold pure populations that were hansferred from streams

'rl

i. 
,,.: ,'': ,gxtinction of the only trouf native to Missouri River. Efforts to stabilize and increase westslope

, ., . populations would likely prevent a future listing under the Endangered Species Act and the

This project is intended to restore a viable population of locally obtained westslope to
ately 6 miles of Hyde Creek Predicted project benefits include:

o: Increase in total miles of native non-hybridized westslope inhabited strearn in the Camas

Drainage from 0.5 to 6 miles
. Replication of one of the last two existing and salvageable populations of westslope in

the Two Mediiine River drainage.
o Reduction in the risk of potential listing under the Endangered Species Act.
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aqvest limit forbrook trout is 20 daily. Hyde Creek would easily support enoughThe current hi

: westslorpe for limrted hqrvestby anglers

Montana Fish,lfildtife & Parks propose thefollowing mitigationfor the removal of non-
' , native brook trout with.pipcicides:

..' :

':o , Allow limi{ed harvest of westslope'cutthroat hout should the project proceed and a native
: westslope popUlation be restored to Hyde Creek (3 to 5 years)':
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, o Before p_iscicide heatnent, Rocky Morurtain Tailed frogs would be collected and moved
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: Cop-ents on thrs draftEnvironmental Assessment are requested from you and any other

interested.parties, Please identiff any concerns or.site specific information you are aware of that
: , ,, , 

doesnil.appear to have been considered but should have been as well as your reasoning why it
' - . , 

' tho,rtd be-cbnsidered in reaching decisions regarding this project-.. Thq tomment perioa is 30

: ,, '.,, d&is, Public corpl4ents would be accepted through Decembe( l4^,2013
.. i r.,.i::' ].' .,.' 
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, The full Environqental Assessment will be available on the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: publicinoticesuletsite (http://finrp.mt.eov/newS/publicNotices0. If you have additional
.j

' queqtions, would like to receive a copy of the Environmental assessment, or would like to meet

., , and distuss the proposed projects please contact me (David Moser) at l-406-791-7775 or by

.':.1..eniailt9dmoser@fs.ftil.us.:.':: : ).. ..: :.- :: . .l. .. r -' . Written boinments can be sent to:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
c,/o Hyde Creek EA Comments
4600 Giant Springs Rd.
Great Falls, MT 59405

FWPHydeComments@mt. govOrby email to:
1 r'.,', , .

$incerbly, '

David Moser :

Fisheries Biologist- Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
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