
1400 South 19th Avenue 
      Bozeman, MT  59718            September 17, 2013 

To: Governor's Office, Sheena Wilson, State Capitol, Room 204, P.O. Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801 
 Environmental Quality Council, State Capitol, Room 106, P.O. Box 201704, Helena, MT 59620-1704 

Dept. of Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 
Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT  59620-1601 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 

        Director's Office  Parks Division   Lands Section  FWP Commissioners 
 Fisheries Division Legal Unit  Wildlife Division Design & Construction 

MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620-1202 
MT State Parks Association, P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103 
MT State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620 
James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, P.O. Box 1184, Helena, MT 59624 
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 
George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helena, MT 59624 
Jerry DiMarco, P.O. Box 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771 
Montana Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624 
Wayne Hurst, P.O. Box 728, Libby, MT 59923 
Jack Jones, 3014 Irene St., Butte, MT 59701

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the proposed release of bighorn sheep at either 
of two identified locations in the Madison mountain range (Indian Creek or Wolf Creek).  This project proposes to 
trap and transplant sheep from occupied sites within the mountain range, or from other source herds, and release 
them winter of 2013-2014 or thereafter at either of these two sites.  The EA provides for subsequent transplants if 
necessary.  Both release locations were once occupied bighorn habitat in the years before the all-age die-offs the herd 
experienced during the 1980’s and 1990’s.  The benefit and purpose is to improve bighorn population size throughout 
the Madison mountain range by allowing appropriate habitats to be used.  It will also help meet statewide bighorn 
goals, as per the 2010 Bighorn Conservation Strategy, in creating at least 1 new herd unit.  This site should host 100-
150 bighorn in the future, and will provide for the benefit and enjoyment of wildlife-watchers, photographers, and 
hunters.  It should also improve the herd genetic potential.   

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks invites you to comment on the attached proposal.  The public comment period will 
be accepted until 5:00 p.m. October 16, 2013.  Comments should be sent to the following: 

 Julie Cunningham 
Bozeman Area Biologist 

 1400 S. 19th Ave 
 Bozeman MT  59718 

 Or e-mail to juliecunningham@mt.gov 



Sincerely, 

Patrick J. Flowers 
Region Three Supervisor 

Attachment 


