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To: Tom Erving
Fiscal Programming Section
Al -‘.-
From: - Heidy Bruner, P.E. & |
Engineering Section pemsor
Environmental Servu, s Bureau

Date: April 1, 2013

Subject: Categorical Exclusion (¢)
SF 129 — BILLINGS WRNG WY-PH1
HSIP STWD(197)

Control Number: 8004 000

Environmental Services Bureau has reviewed the proposed project and concluded that it will not
involve unusual circumstances as described under 23 CFR 771.117(b). As a result, the project
qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 23 CFR 771.117(c), part (8), which
describes installation of fencing, signs, pavement markings, small passenger shelters, traffic
signals, and railroad warning devices where no substantial land acquisition or traffic disruption
will occur. The proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of
ARM 18.2.261 (Sections 75-1-103 and 75-1-201, MCA).

The proposed work involves signing and pavement marking improvements to the interstate off
ramps to reduce the potential for wrong way entry onto the freeway facility. This project is Phase
1 and is intended to install the improvements on approximately half of the interchanges in the
Billings District. Phase 2, to be nominated in the future, will complete the remainder of the
interchange off ramps. It is proposed to begin with interchanges within urban areas and
interchanges with documented occurrences of wrong way entries.

A standard signing and pavement marking treatment for off ramps will be developed. The wrong
way countermeasures that will be considered include, but are not limited to:

e “Do Not Enter” and “Wrong Way” signs on both the right and left side of the off ramp.
These signs will be positioned to so that at least one is visible at the driver’s decision
point from any approach direction. A lower than standard mounting height for these
signs will be considered. Studies have shown lower mounting heights make signs more
visible at night because the signs are in the path of headlights and in the sight path of
impaired and older drivers who tend to drive with their eyes low.

e Lowered “One Way” signs at the off ramp/cross road intersection.
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e Using word signs prohibiting left or right turns at off ramps instead of symbol signs.
These signs are sometimes misunderstood by older and impaired drivers as directional
arrows.

e Freeway entrance signs placed as close to the on ramp as practical.

e Any of the signs may be oversized.

e Oversized wrong way pavement marking arrows on the off ramp.

e Red delineators on both sides of the off ramp visible to wrong way traffic.

Stop bars at the end of all off ramps regardless of type of traffic control.

e Lineal delineation on the guardrail, if present, along the off ramp. This will be placed to

show red in the wrong way direction and white or yellow in the correct direction.

A standard signing and pavement marking treatment for off ramps will be developed with this
project. These standard treatments will be modified during construction to fit the actual field
conditions with guidance provided by the District Traffic Engineer. Alternative contracting
methods will also be evaluated. The existing horizontal and vertical alignments will be used as is.
There is no Geotechnical, Hydraulics, or Bridge involvement on this project.

In accordance with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) letter of March 29, 1999,
please notify FHWA that the proposed action is being processed in accordance with 23 CFR
771.117(c).

e-copies: Stefan Streeter, Billings District Administrator
Roy Peterson, P.E., Traffic and Safety Engineer
LeRoy Wosoba, P.E., Traffic Projects Engineer
Robert Stapley, Right-of-Way Bureau Chief
Suzy Price, Contract Plans Bureau Chief
Tom Martin, P.E., Environmental Services Bureau Chief
Tom Gocksch. P.E., Environmental Services Project Development Engineer
Alan Woodmansey, P.E., FHWA Operations Engineer
Environmental Services Bureau File
Lisa Hurley, Fiscal Programming

copy: Montana Legislative Branch Environmental Quality Council
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