Office of State Public Defender
Number of Cases by Type
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This is the first in a two week series that highlights caseloads and associated costs in the Office of
State Public Defender. The chart shows the number of new cases by case types assigned to the
Office of State Public Defender for each of the last five fiscal years. The office tracks involuntary
commitment and guardianship cases separately, but for this chart, they are combined under the
category other. The total number of cases has grown from 28,417 in FY 2009 to 31,980 in FY
2013. Over this same period, the number of lower court cases has grown from 18,109 to 20,330
and the number of dependent neglect cases has grown from 2,073 to 3,129. Dependent neglect
cases comprised 7.3% of all cases in FY 2009 and 9.8% of all cases in FY 2013. Conversely,
criminal cases have fallen from 21.6% to 19.0% of all cases.

The data for the chart came from reports presented to the Public Defender Commission on
October 18, 2013. These reports and further information on Office of State Public Defender
caseloads can be found at: http://publicdefender.mt.gov/PDC.asp

Further information on the number of cases assigned to the office in FY 2013 to each court can
be found at: http://publicdefender.mt.gov/meetings/docs/10182013/F&OFY13Final.pdf
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