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Program Budget Comparison
The following table summarizes the total legislative budget for the program by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 

Program Budget Comparison 

Budget Item 
Base 

Fiscal 2012 
Approp. 

Fiscal 2013 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 12-13 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Biennium 
Change 

Biennium 
% Change 

FTE 53.00 53.00 57.00 57.00 53.00 57.00 4.00 7.55%

Personal Services 3,938,715 4,069,498 4,480,874 4,487,913 8,008,213 8,968,787 960,574 11.99%
Operating Expenses 1,737,888 1,044,518 2,465,325 2,448,356 2,782,406 4,913,681 2,131,275 76.60%
Benefits & Claims 824,712 934,654 824,712 824,712 1,759,366 1,649,424 (109,942) (6.25%)

          Total Costs $6,501,315 $6,048,670 $7,770,911 $7,760,981 $12,549,985 $15,531,892 $2,981,907 23.76%

General Fund 5,913,418 5,216,042 7,168,502 7,158,578 11,129,460 14,327,080 3,197,620 28.73%
State Special 193,655 209,587 189,998 189,998 403,242 379,996 (23,246) (5.76%)
Federal Special 394,242 623,041 412,411 412,405 1,017,283 824,816 (192,467) (18.92%)

          Total Funds $6,501,315 $6,048,670 $7,770,911 $7,760,981 $12,549,985 $15,531,892 $2,981,907 23.76%

Program Description
The Legal Services Division (LSD) provides: legal research and analysis for the Attorney General; legal counsel for state 
government officials, bureaus, and boards; legal assistance to local governments and Indian tribes; legal assistance, 
training, and support for county prosecutors; and assistance to victims of crime, including compensation payments. 

The Prosecution Services Bureau assists local county attorneys by providing training and by assisting in the prosecution 
of complex criminal cases, particularly homicide cases.  It also prosecutes cases where the county attorney has a conflict 
of interest; prosecutes drug cases and workers' compensation and Medicaid fraud cases; and investigates complaints 
against county attorneys. 

The Appellate Services Bureau handles appeals of criminal matters, including death penalty cases, and represents the 
state in federal court when constitutional challenges are made to a criminal conviction. 

The Civil Services Bureau defends the state in constitutional challenges and coordinates appeals of civil cases that 
involve the state.  This bureau also provides legal assistance to state and local governments on matters involving Indian 
jurisdiction and federal reserved water rights. 

The Child Protection Unit handles child abuse and neglect cases around Montana.  The unit has offices in Bozeman, 
Billings, Great Falls, and Miles City and focuses on resolving the legal status of children who have been in foster care for 
more than 15 out of the most recent 22 months. 

The Office of Victim Services (OVS) works to elevate the status of victims and their rights and responds to the needs of 
crime victims in Montana.  It serves as a central reference point for victims of crime, administers the Crime Victim 
Compensation Program and the Forensic Rape Examination Payment Program, and offers information and referral 
services.  OVS staffs the Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission and provides training and information for 
those who work with victims, including law enforcement, victim advocates, probation and parole workers, and local 
community organizations.
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Program Highlights   

Legal Services Division 
Major Budget Highlights 

The budget for the 2015 biennium is nearly $3.0 million or 23.8% higher than 
the 2013 biennium due to: 

Funding for major litigation in the water rights case between 
Montana and Wyoming 
Statewide present law adjustments 
Funding to add 4.00 FTE, including 2.00 FTE lawyers to support the 
Child Sexual Predator and Drug Diversion Program, 1.00 FTE 
paralegal to provide case information on the agency's website, and 
1.00 FTE child and family ombudsman 

Funding
The following table shows program funding by source of authority for the 2015 biennium as adopted by the legislature.  

The division receives the majority of its funding from the general fund.  Each of the various functions within the division 
has a unique funding source.  Attorneys are supported primarily by general fund, but a small portion is funded with state 
special revenue from fees charged for services provided under contracts.  The cost of major litigation is supported 
entirely by the general fund.  Funding for assistance to crime victims comes from the general fund and federal grants. 

Non-
Budgeted Statutory Total % Total MCA Statutory

Funds HB 2 Proprietary Appropriation All Sources All Funds Reference Category

General Fund $14,327,080 $0 $0 $14,327,080 85.2%

State Special Total $379,996 $0 $1,276,280 $1,656,276 9.9%
     02106 Crime Victims Compensation $0 $0 $1,276,280 $1,276,280 7.6% 53-9-113 Direct
     02937 Justice State Special Misc $379,996 $0 $0 $379,996 2.3%

Federal Special Total $824,816 $0 $0 $824,816 4.9%
     03169 Federal Crime Victims Benefits $479,188 $0 $0 $479,188 2.9%
     03801 Dept Of Justice-misc Grants $345,628 $0 $0 $345,628 2.1%

Total All Funds $15,531,892 $0 $1,276,280 $16,808,172 100.0%
Percent - Total All Sources 92.4% 0.0% 7.6%

Total Department Of Justice Funding by Source of Authority
2015 Biennium Budget - Legal Services Division
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Budget Summary by Category
The following summarizes the total budget by base, present law adjustments, and new proposals. 

Budget Summary by Category 
 ------------------------------General Fund------------------------------ ------------------------------Total Funds------------------------------ 

Budget Item 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 

Base Budget 5,913,418 5,913,418 11,826,836 82.55% 6,501,315 6,501,315 13,002,630 83.72%
Statewide PL Adjustments 350,947 356,549 707,496 4.94% 365,459 371,055 736,514 4.74%
Other PL Adjustments 1,291 1,302 2,593 0.02% 1,291 1,302 2,593 0.02%
New Proposals 902,846 887,309 1,790,155 12.49% 902,846 887,309 1,790,155 11.53%

          Total Budget $7,168,502 $7,158,578 $14,327,080 $7,770,911 $7,760,981 $15,531,892

Present Law Adjustments
The “Present Law Adjustments” table shows the changes to the base budget adopted by the legislature.   

Present Law Adjustments 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2014-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2015----------------------------------------- 

FTE 
General 

Fund 
State 

Special 
Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

Personal Services 396,564   404,311
Vacancy Savings (167,684)   (167,993)
Inflation/Deflation (1,585)   (446)
Fixed Costs 138,164   135,183

 Total Statewide Present Law Adjustments 
   $350,947 ($3,657) $18,169 $365,459 $356,549 ($3,657) $18,163 $371,055
       
DP 50 - Initial Motion to FY 2012 Base 
  0.00 (350,947) 3,657 (18,169) (365,459) 0.00 (356,549) 3,657 (18,163) (371,055)
DP 51 - Adjustment for Statewide Personal Services 
  0.00 212,609 (1,901) 18,172 228,880 0.00 220,149 (1,960) 18,129 236,318
DP 52 - Adjustment for Statewide Operations 
  0.00 139,629 (1,756) (3) 137,870 0.00 137,702 (1,697) 34 136,039
       
 Total Other Present Law Adjustments 
  0.00 $1,291 $0 $0 $1,291 0.00 $1,302 $0 $0 $1,302
       
 Grand Total All Present Law Adjustments 
  0.00 $352,238 ($3,657) $18,169 $366,750 0.00 $357,851 ($3,657) $18,163 $372,357

DP 50 - Initial Motion to FY 2012 Base - The legislature adopted a motion to establish the starting point for budget 
deliberations as the FY 2012 base.  This adjustment removes statewide present law adjustments for personal services, 
vacancy savings, fixed costs, and inflation/deflation. 

DP 51 - Adjustment for Statewide Personal Services - This adjustment funds statewide personal services and vacancy 
savings.

DP 52 - Adjustment for Statewide Operations - This adjustment establishes the fixed cost and inflation/deflation rates as 
approved by the General Government subcommittee. 
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New Proposals
New Proposals 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2014-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2015----------------------------------------- 

Program FTE 
General 

Fund 
State 

Special 
Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

DP 101 - LSD Child Sexual Predator and  Drug Diversion 
 01 2.00 204,817 0 0 204,817 2.00 193,250 0 0 193,250

DP 104 - Technology Upgrades - Transparency 
 01 1.00 73,029 0 0 73,029 1.00 69,059 0 0 69,059

DP 110 - Reduction For Selected Contracts 
 01 0.00 (500,000) 0 0 (500,000) 0.00 (500,000) 0 0 (500,000)

DP 112 - Child and Family Ombudsman - HB 76 
 01 1.00 125,000 0 0 125,000 1.00 125,000 0 0 125,000

DP 113 - Major Litigation - Montana v. Wyoming Water  
 01 0.00 1,000,000 0 0 1,000,000 0.00 1,000,000 0 0 1,000,000

      
Total 4.00 $902,846 $0 $0 $902,846 4.00 $887,309 $0 $0 $887,309

DP 101 - LSD Child Sexual Predator and  Drug Diversion - The legislature approved funding for personal services and 
operating costs to add 2.00 FTE attorneys to work exclusively with the Child Sexual Predator and Drug Diversion 
Program. 

DP 104 - Technology Upgrades - Transparency - The legislature approved funding for personal services and operating 
expenses to add 1.00 FTE paralegal to provide case information on the agency's website and facilitate movement of legal 
documents to electronic discovery and filing. 

DP 110 - Reduction For Selected Contracts - The legislature reduced funding for base year expenditures on selected 
contracts. 

DP 112 - Child and Family Ombudsman - HB 76 - The legislature approved funding for operating costs and personal 
services to add 1.00 FTE to function as a child and family ombudsman.  The funding was designated as biennial and 
made contingent upon HB 76 being passed and approved.  HB 76 has become law.  The general fund budget for the 
Department of Public Health and Human Services was reduced by a like amount. 

DP 113 - Major Litigation - Montana v. Wyoming Water  - The legislature approved funding for major litigation.  The 
funding is designated as restricted, biennial, and one-time-only.  It is restricted for litigation of the water case between 
Montana and Wyoming. 

Language and Statutory Authority
The legislature included the following language in HB 2: 

"If House Bill No. 76 is not passed and approved, Child and Family Ombudsman is void." 

HB 76 has become law. 


