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Agency Budget Comparison
The following table summarizes the total legislative budget for the agency by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 

Agency Budget Comparison 

Budget Item 
Base 

Fiscal 2012 
Approp. 

Fiscal 2013 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 12-13 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Biennium 
Change 

Biennium 
% Change 

FTE 209.50 209.50 217.50 217.50 209.50 217.50 8.00 3.82%

Personal Services 13,643,678 12,439,402 15,071,637 15,070,617 26,083,080 30,142,254 4,059,174 15.56%
Operating Expenses 9,015,625 9,403,675 11,395,000 11,451,836 18,419,300 22,846,836 4,427,536 24.04%
Equipment & Intangible Assets 18,554 21,118 18,554 18,554 39,672 37,108 (2,564) (6.46%)

          Total Costs $22,677,857 $21,864,195 $26,485,191 $26,541,007 $44,542,052 $53,026,198 $8,484,146 19.05%

General Fund 22,577,899 21,678,051 26,203,647 26,267,081 44,255,950 52,470,728 8,214,778 18.56%
State Special 99,958 186,144 281,544 273,926 286,102 555,470 269,368 94.15%

          Total Funds $22,677,857 $21,864,195 $26,485,191 $26,541,007 $44,542,052 $53,026,198 $8,484,146 19.05%

Page Reference
Legislative Budget Analysis, D-76 

Executive Budget Comparison
The following table compares the legislative budget in the 2015 biennium to the budget requested by the Governor, by 
type of expenditure and source of funding. 

Executive Budget Comparison 

Budget Item 

Base 
Budget 

Fiscal 2012 

Executive 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 

Legislative 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 

Leg – Exec. 
Difference 
Fiscal 2014 

Executive 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 

Legislative 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 

Leg – Exec. 
Difference 
Fiscal 2015 

Biennium 
Difference 

Fiscal 14-15 

FTE 209.50 246.50 217.50 (29.00) 246.50 217.50 (29.00)

Personal Services 13,643,678 16,921,661 15,071,637 (1,850,024) 17,175,465 15,070,617 (2,104,848) (3,954,872)
Operating Expenses 9,015,625 10,035,403 11,395,000 1,359,597 9,994,493 11,451,836 1,457,343 2,816,940
Equipment & Intangible Assets 18,554 28,554 18,554 (10,000) 18,554 18,554 0 (10,000)

    Total Costs $22,677,857 $26,985,618 $26,485,191 ($500,427) $27,188,512 $26,541,007 ($647,505) ($1,147,932)

General Fund 22,577,899 26,705,884 26,203,647 (502,237) 26,913,053 26,267,081 (645,972) (1,148,209)
State/Other Special 99,958 279,734 281,544 1,810 275,459 273,926 (1,533) 277

    Total Funds $22,677,857 $26,985,618 $26,485,191 ($500,427) $27,188,512 $26,541,007 ($647,505) ($1,147,932)

The legislative budget for the Office of Public Defender is $1.2 million in both general fund and total funds lower than 
the executive request.   The legislature added funding to address caseload impacts through contracted services, but did 
not approved executive requests for funding to: 

o Increase staffing in both the public and appellate defender offices 
o Reduce managers caseloads 
o Reduce the caseloads and establish a backup for the conflict coordinator 
o Add investigative staff 
o Replace computer equipment 



6108 - OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENDER SUMMARY 

HB2 Narrative D-49 2015 Biennium 

Agency Highlights

Office of Public Defender 
Major Budget Highlights 

The legislative budget is $8.5 million higher than the current biennium 
Funding increases primarily focus on addressing caseload growth 
and attorney turnover through funding of a career ladder for 
attorneys and increased contracted services 
The legislature added funding to add 8.00 FTE attorneys 

Agency Discussion 
The legislature provided funding for the agency that consists of: 

o The base budget plus statewide present law adjustments 
o Nearly $3.7 million to fund contracted services to address caseload growth 
o Nearly $2.6 million to fund a career ladder for attorneys to address turnover issues  
o Funding to add 8.00 FTE to address caseload growth 
o Funding of $500,000 dedicated to death penalty cases 

Funding
The following table shows agency funding by source of authority.  Funding for each program is discussed in detail in the 
individual program narratives that follow. 

The agency is funded primarily by the general fund.  A small amount of state special revenue from reimbursements for 
services provided is also available to the agency.

Non-
Budgeted Statutory Total All % Total

Funds HB 2 Proprietary Appropriation Sources All Funds

$52,470,728 $0 $0 $52,470,728 99.0%
555,470       -                -                    555,470       1.0%

-                    -                -                    -                    0.0%
-                    -                -                    -                    0.0%
-                    -                -                    -                    0.0%
-                    -                -                    -                    0.0%

Total All Funds $53,026,198 $0 $0 $53,026,198
100.0% 0.0% 0.0%Percent - Total All Sources

Total Office Of The Public Defender Funding by Source of Authority
2015 Biennium Budget

General Fund
State Special Total
Federal Special Total
Proprietary Total
Current Unrestricted 
Other Total
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Budget Summary by Category
The following summarizes the total budget by base, present law adjustments, and new proposals. 

Budget Summary by Category 
 ------------------------------General Fund------------------------------ ------------------------------Total Funds------------------------------ 

Budget Item 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 

Base Budget 22,577,899 22,577,899 45,155,798 86.06% 22,677,857 22,677,857 45,355,714 85.53%
Statewide PL Adjustments (456,715) (509,265) (965,980) (1.84%) (456,715) (509,265) (965,980) (1.82%)
Other PL Adjustments 2,395,644 2,398,125 4,793,769 9.14% 2,577,230 2,572,093 5,149,323 9.71%
New Proposals 1,686,819 1,800,322 3,487,141 6.65% 1,686,819 1,800,322 3,487,141 6.58%

          Total Budget $26,203,647 $26,267,081 $52,470,728 $26,485,191 $26,541,007 $53,026,198
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Program Budget Comparison
The following table summarizes the total legislative budget for the program by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 

Program Budget Comparison 

Budget Item 
Base 

Fiscal 2012 
Approp. 

Fiscal 2013 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 12-13 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Biennium 
Change 

Biennium 
% Change 

FTE 199.50 199.50 205.50 205.50 199.50 205.50 6.00 3.01%

Personal Services 12,923,907 11,780,292 14,121,372 14,120,617 24,704,199 28,241,989 3,537,790 14.32%
Operating Expenses 8,594,131 9,039,405 10,965,314 11,023,371 17,633,536 21,988,685 4,355,149 24.70%
Equipment & Intangible Assets 18,554 21,118 18,554 18,554 39,672 37,108 (2,564) (6.46%)

          Total Costs $21,536,592 $20,840,815 $25,105,240 $25,162,542 $42,377,407 $50,267,782 $7,890,375 18.62%

General Fund 21,436,634 20,654,671 24,914,489 24,975,600 42,091,305 49,890,089 7,798,784 18.53%
State Special 99,958 186,144 190,751 186,942 286,102 377,693 91,591 32.01%

          Total Funds $21,536,592 $20,840,815 $25,105,240 $25,162,542 $42,377,407 $50,267,782 $7,890,375 18.62%

Page Reference 
Legislative Budget Analysis, D-84 

Funding
The Office of the Public Defender is funded primarily from the general fund.  A small amount of state special revenue 
from collection of reimbursement for services also supports the program. 

Budget Summary by Category
The following summarizes the total budget by base, present law adjustments, and new proposals. 

Budget Summary by Category 
 ------------------------------General Fund------------------------------ ------------------------------Total Funds------------------------------ 

Budget Item 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 

Base Budget 21,436,634 21,436,634 42,873,268 85.94% 21,536,592 21,536,592 43,073,184 85.69%
Statewide PL Adjustments (416,916) (469,267) (886,183) (1.78%) (416,916) (469,267) (886,183) (1.76%)
Other PL Adjustments 2,210,275 2,212,557 4,422,832 8.87% 2,301,068 2,299,541 4,600,609 9.15%
New Proposals 1,684,496 1,795,676 3,480,172 6.98% 1,684,496 1,795,676 3,480,172 6.92%

          Total Budget $24,914,489 $24,975,600 $49,890,089 $25,105,240 $25,162,542 $50,267,782

Present Law Adjustments
The “Present Law Adjustments” table shows the changes to the base budget adopted by the legislature.   
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Present Law Adjustments 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2014-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2015----------------------------------------- 

FTE 
General 

Fund 
State 

Special 
Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

Personal Services (50,950)   (53,969)
Vacancy Savings (514,908)   (514,789)
Inflation/Deflation 31,011   35,833
Fixed Costs 117,931   63,658

 Total Statewide Present Law Adjustments 
   ($416,916) $0 $0 ($416,916) ($469,267) $0 $0 ($469,267)
       
DP 1 - Support Workload - FTE 
  1.00 0 90,793 0 90,793 1.00 0 86,984 0 86,984
DP 9 - Capital Case Defense - OTO/RST/BIEN 
  0.00 250,000 0 0 250,000 0.00 250,000 0 0 250,000
DP 13 - Fund Career Ladder 
  0.00 1,209,927 0 0 1,209,927 0.00 1,209,848 0 0 1,209,848
DP 15 - Support Workload - Modified FTE 
  5.00 439,641 0 0 439,641 5.00 438,972 0 0 438,972
DP 50 - Initial Motion to FY 2012 Base 
  0.00 416,916 0 0 416,916 0.00 469,267 0 0 469,267
DP 51 - Adjustment for Statewide Personal Services 
  0.00 (257,454) 0 0 (257,454) 0.00 (257,394) 0 0 (257,394)
DP 52 - Adjustment for Statewide Operations 
  0.00 151,245 0 0 151,245 0.00 101,864 0 0 101,864
       
 Total Other Present Law Adjustments 
  6.00 $2,210,275 $90,793 $0 $2,301,068 6.00 $2,212,557 $86,984 $0 $2,299,541
       
 Grand Total All Present Law Adjustments 
  6.00 $1,793,359 $90,793 $0 $1,884,152 6.00 $1,743,290 $86,984 $0 $1,830,274

DP 1 - Support Workload - FTE - The legislature approved general fund to fund personal services and operating costs for 
the addition of 1.00 FTE  attorney. 

DP 9 - Capital Case Defense - OTO/RST/BIEN - The legislature approved general fund to fund costs associated with 
death penalty cases and designated funding as one-time-only, restricted to fund defense costs on death penalty cases or 
cases that are likely to be a death penalty case, and biennial. 

DP 13 - Fund Career Ladder - The legislature approved general fund to fund adjustments to the career ladder for 
unionized attorneys.  The career ladder provides incremental competency pay adjustments under a negotiated pay 
schedule for employees as they achieve certain educational and experiential milestones. 

DP 15 - Support Workload - Modified FTE - The legislature approved general fund to fund operating costs and personal 
services for the addition of 5.00 FTE attorneys to address caseload growth. 

DP 50 - Initial Motion to FY 2012 Base - The legislature adopted a motion to establish the starting point for budget 
deliberations as the FY 2012 base. This adjustment removes statewide present law adjustments for personal services, 
vacancy savings, fixed costs, and inflation/deflation. 

DP 51 - Adjustment for Statewide Personal Services - This adjustment funds statewide personal services and vacancy 
savings at 2%. 

DP 52 - Adjustment for Statewide Operations - This adjustment establishes the fixed cost and inflation/deflation rates as 
approved by the General Government subcommittee. 
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New Proposals
New Proposals 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2014-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2015----------------------------------------- 

Program FTE 
General 

Fund 
State 

Special 
Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

DP 12 - Increase Contract Attorney Rates 
 01 0.00 111,113 0 0 111,113 0.00 222,226 0 0 222,226

DP 19 - Contract Costs for Caseload Growth 
 01 0.00 1,845,000 0 0 1,845,000 0.00 1,845,000 0 0 1,845,000

DP 54 - Additional Vacancy Savings 
 01 0.00 (271,617) 0 0 (271,617) 0.00 (271,550) 0 0 (271,550)

      
Total 0.00 $1,684,496 $0 $0 $1,684,496 0.00 $1,795,676 $0 $0 $1,795,676

DP 12 - Increase Contract Attorney Rates - - Increase Contract Attorney Rates - The legislature approved funding for an 
increase in the hourly rate paid to contracted attorneys by 2% in FY 2014 and an additional 2% in FY 2015. 

DP 19 - Contract Costs for Caseload Growth - The legislature approved funding for contracted services to address 
caseload impacts of the office. 

DP 54 - Additional Vacancy Savings - The legislature applied an additional 2% vacancy savings to all positions except 
those exempt in statute or that must be filled 24/7.  Language was included in HB 2 that allows the agency to allocate the 
reduction among programs. 

Language and Statutory Authority
The legislature included the following language in HB 2: 

"Office of State Public Defender includes a reduction in general fund of $271,617 in fiscal year 2014 and $271,550 in 
fiscal year 2015. The reduction is the equivalent of an additional 2% vacancy savings. The agency may allocate this 
reduction in funding among programs when developing 2015 biennium operating plans." 
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Program Budget Comparison
The following table summarizes the total legislative budget for the program by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 

Program Budget Comparison 

Budget Item 
Base 

Fiscal 2012 
Approp. 

Fiscal 2013 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 12-13 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Biennium 
Change 

Biennium 
% Change 

FTE 10.00 10.00 12.00 12.00 10.00 12.00 2.00 20.00%

Personal Services 719,771 659,110 950,265 950,000 1,378,881 1,900,265 521,384 37.81%
Operating Expenses 421,494 364,270 429,686 428,465 785,764 858,151 72,387 9.21%

          Total Costs $1,141,265 $1,023,380 $1,379,951 $1,378,465 $2,164,645 $2,758,416 $593,771 27.43%

General Fund 1,141,265 1,023,380 1,289,158 1,291,481 2,164,645 2,580,639 415,994 19.22%
State Special 0 0 90,793 86,984 0 177,777 177,777 n/a

          Total Funds $1,141,265 $1,023,380 $1,379,951 $1,378,465 $2,164,645 $2,758,416 $593,771 27.43%

Page Reference 
Legislative Budget Analysis, D-90 

Funding
The Appellate Defender Program is supported entirely by the general fund. 

Budget Summary by Category
The following summarizes the total budget by base, present law adjustments, and new proposals. 

Budget Summary by Category 
 ------------------------------General Fund------------------------------ ------------------------------Total Funds------------------------------ 

Budget Item 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 
Budget 

Fiscal 2014 
Budget 

Fiscal 2015 
Biennium 

Fiscal 14-15 
Percent 

of Budget 

Base Budget 1,141,265 1,141,265 2,282,530 88.45% 1,141,265 1,141,265 2,282,530 82.75%
Statewide PL Adjustments (39,799) (39,998) (79,797) (3.09%) (39,799) (39,998) (79,797) (2.89%)
Other PL Adjustments 185,369 185,568 370,937 14.37% 276,162 272,552 548,714 19.89%
New Proposals 2,323 4,646 6,969 0.27% 2,323 4,646 6,969 0.25%

          Total Budget $1,289,158 $1,291,481 $2,580,639 $1,379,951 $1,378,465 $2,758,416

Present Law Adjustments
The “Present Law Adjustments” table shows the changes to the adjusted base budget proposed by the legislature.  
“Statewide Present Law” adjustments are standard categories of adjustments made to all agencies.  Decisions on these 
items were applied globally to all agencies.  The other numbered adjustments in the table correspond to the narrative 
descriptions.
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Present Law Adjustments 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2014-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2015----------------------------------------- 

FTE 
General 

Fund 
State 

Special 
Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

Personal Services (11,637)   (11,982)
Vacancy Savings (28,326)   (28,311)
Inflation/Deflation 164   295

 Total Statewide Present Law Adjustments 
   ($39,799) $0 $0 ($39,799) ($39,998) $0 $0 ($39,998)
       
DP 3 - Support Workload 
  1.00 0 90,793 0 90,793 1.00 0 86,984 0 86,984
DP 17 - Fund Career Ladder 
  0.00 72,453 0 0 72,453 0.00 72,448 0 0 72,448
DP 18 - Support Workload - Modified FTE 
  1.00 87,116 0 0 87,116 1.00 86,983 0 0 86,983
DP 50 - Initial Motion to FY 2012 Base 
  0.00 39,799 0 0 39,799 0.00 39,998 0 0 39,998
DP 51 - Adjustment for Statewide Personal Services 
  0.00 (14,163) 0 0 (14,163) 0.00 (14,156) 0 0 (14,156)
DP 52 - Adjustment for Statewide Operations 
  0.00 164 0 0 164 0.00 295 0 0 295
       
 Total Other Present Law Adjustments 
  2.00 $185,369 $90,793 $0 $276,162 2.00 $185,568 $86,984 $0 $272,552
       
 Grand Total All Present Law Adjustments 
  2.00 $145,570 $90,793 $0 $236,363 2.00 $145,570 $86,984 $0 $232,554

DP 3 - Support Workload - The legislature approved general fund to fund operating costs and personal services for the 
addition of 1.00 FTE attorney. 

DP 17 - Fund Career Ladder - The legislature approved general fund to fund a career ladder for non-unionized attorneys.  
The career ladder provides incremental competency pay adjustments under a pay schedule for employees as they achieve 
certain educational and experiential milestones. 

DP 18 - Support Workload - Modified FTE - The legislature approved general fund to fund operating costs and personal 
services for the addition of 1.00 FTE attorney to address caseload growth. 

DP 50 - Initial Motion to FY 2012 Base - The legislature adopted a motion to establish the starting point for budget 
deliberations as the FY 2012 base.  This adjustment removes statewide present law adjustments for personal services, 
vacancy savings, fixed costs, and inflation/deflation. 

DP 51 - Adjustment for Statewide Personal Services - This adjustment funds statewide personal services and vacancy 
savings at 2%. 

DP 52 - Adjustment for Statewide Operations - This adjustment establishes the fixed cost and inflation/deflation rates as 
approved by the General Government subcommittee. 
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New Proposals
New Proposals 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2014-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2015----------------------------------------- 

Program FTE 
General 

Fund 
State 

Special 
Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

DP 10 - Increase Contract Attorney Rates 
 02 0.00 2,323 0 0 2,323 0.00 4,646 0 0 4,646

      
Total 0.00 $2,323 $0 $0 $2,323 0.00 $4,646 $0 $0 $4,646

DP 10 - Increase Contract Attorney Rates - The legislature approved funding for an increase in the hourly rate paid to 
contracted attorneys by 2% in FY 2014 and an additional 2% in FY 2015. 


