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The Legislative Fiscal Division Presents an Agency Profile of: 

Commissioner of Political Practices  
Contact:  Contact:  Kris Wilkinson, Senior Fiscal Analyst 
Rm. 131, State Capitol Building 
Phone:  (406) 444-2722 
E-mail:  kwilkinson@mt.gov Updated December 2012 

The Commissioner of Political Practices (COPP) has responsibilities that were defined by a legislative initiative in 1980 
requiring disclosure of acts by lobbyists and business interests of elected officials.  COPP also has responsibility for the 
ethical standards of conduct for legislators, public officers, and state employees pursuant to Title 2, Chapter 2, MCA. 

Total FY 2012 FTE: 7.00 FTE, funded with general funds  

How Se rv ices  a re  P rov ided  
The commissioner monitors and enforces campaign practices and campaign finance disclosure, lobbying disclosure, 
business interest disclosure of statewide and district candidates, elected state officials, and state department directors.  
The commissioner investigates legitimate complaints that arise concerning any of the foregoing.  The commissioner 
also enforces the Montana Code of Ethics for legislators, public officers, and state employees, acting in a quasi-judicial 
role in contested case hearings.  

The above chart shows the 
sources of appropriation authori-
ty for the Commissioner of Polit-
ical Practices.  For a more de-
tailed description of accounting 
terminology, please refer to the 
definition of terms.  The opera-
tions of the COPP are entirely 
funded with general fund.  The 
agency does receive fees for 
printing and distribution, filing 
fees from lobbyists, and levies 
civil penalties for violations of 
campaign laws.  These fees are 
generally minimal and are de-
posited into the general fund.  A 
portion of the $150 lobbyist reg-
istration fee is deposited to a state special revenue account and used by the Legislative Branch to support public interest 
television broadcasts (TVMT). The agency does not have either proprietary funds or statutory appropriations.  

Sou rces  o f  Spend ing  Au thor i ty  

HB2 ; $479,604 ; 
100.0%

Commissioner of Political Prac ‐ All Authority  ‐ FY 2012 

mailto:kwilkinson@mt.gov�
http://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/ba-2015/Glossary-Acronyms.pdf
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Expend i tu re s  

Personal  Services; 
$262,999 ; 54.8%

Operating 
Expenses; 

$216,605 ; 45.2%

Commissioner of Political Prac ‐ HB2 Only ‐ FY 2012 

The next chart explains how the House Bill 2 (HB 2) is spent.  Of the total authority, 54.8% was spent on personal ser-
vices costs and 45.2% on operating expenses.  This chart matches the agency base expenditure found in the 2015 Budg-
et Analysis.  

Fund ing  
Since the agency’s only funding authority is authorized through HB 2 and is general fund, the funding table for this 
agency is identical to the source of authority table. 

How the  2013  Leg i s l a tu re  Can  Effec t  Change  
In order to change expenditure levels and/or activity the legislature might address: 

 Laws governing elections, lobbyists, and candidates such as the filing and reporting process and fees 
charged 

 The code of ethics for public officers, public employees, and legislators   

The legislature is less likely to control: 

 The number of formal complaints and related compliant dockets 

 Federal legislation or decisions by the Supreme Court impacting COPP such as the Supreme Court deci-
sion on corporate campaign donations  
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Ma jo r  Cos t  Dr ive r s  
The Commissioner of Political Practices addresses its mandated duties with one appointed official and six staff mem-
bers.  Activity for this agency varies depending upon : 

 Elections 

 Number of candidates filing for offices 

 Level of on-going activity related to campaign 

 Level of on-going activity related to ethics issues  

Fund ing /Expend i tu re  Hi s to ry  
The table below shows historical changes to the agency’s base budget authority.  Major reasons for changes are: 

 Variations in the amount of legal costs incurred.  In past biennia the agency has contracted with the Depart-
ment of Justice to provide legal counsel for cases where legal expertise is needed.  In November 2012 the 
agency had seven lawsuits pending 

2009 2010 2011 2012

General Fund 495,986 433,817 402,851 479,604

State Special ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

Federal Special ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

Proprietary ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

Expendable Trust ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐

Total $495,986 $433,817 $402,851 $479,604

 ‐
 100,000
 200,000
 300,000
 400,000
 500,000
 600,000

Commissioner of Political Prac ‐ Authority  Used to Establish the 

Budget Base 

Element 2008 2012 Significance of Data
Number of lobbyists 537 692 Decrease in workload
Number of principals 476 493 Increase in workload
Political practice complaints 15 39 Increase in costs and workloads
Lawsuits - 9 Increase in costs and workloads
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Ma jo r  Leg i s l a t ive  Changes  in  the  Las t  Ten  Yea r s  
 HB 689 passed by the 2003 Legislature revised laws relating to lobbying. It established a payment threshold 

of $2,150 that exempts an individual from being required to register as a lobbyist and pay the license fee 
contained in 5-7-103, MCA, if the individual is paid less than this amount. Of the $150 filing fee, $50 is 
deposited to the general fund and $100 to a state special revenue account that is appropriated to the Legisla-
tive Services Division to fund the state broadcasting system (TVMT).  

 HB 462 passed by the 2007 Legislature provides for establishment of constituent services accounts by per-
sons elected to statewide or legislative office or as a public service commissioner. Surplus campaign funds 
may be deposited into the account. The bill requires the office holder to file a form establishing the account 
with the COPP and quarterly reports relating to the account. 

 SB 253 passed by the 2007 Legislature allows certain broadcast campaign advertising material and an affi-
davit about the truth of the content of the material to be voluntarily filed with the COPP. Violation of this 
section of law is to be investigated by the county attorney of the county in which the person filing the affi-
davit resides. 

 HB 3 passed by the 2009 Legislature provided COPP with a supplemental appropriations for additional le-
gal expenses and for the settlement of a lawsuit with the Canyon Ferry Road Baptist Church that resulted in 
the Commissioner of Political Practices (COPP) having to compensate the church for its legal expenses af-
ter the church successfully contested the charges brought against it by the COPP.  

For further information, you may wish to contact the agency at:  
Commissioner of Political Practices 
1205 8th Ave. 
P.O. Box 202401 
Helena, MT  59620-2401 
Phone:  (406) 444-2942 
Webpage:  http://www.politicalpractices.mt.gov/ 
 

http://www.politicalpractices.mt.gov/contact.asp�
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