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This memo is intended to provide clarification of the explanation provided by the agency on the
proposed operating plan change submitted to the Legislative Finance Committee at its December
2011 meeting.

HB 477, a bill that permanently allocates a portion of the bed tax to the Montana Historical
Society, was the result of a recommendation by the joint appropriations subcommittee on
education. It was the legislature’s intent that the funding from this bill be budgeted for operating
expenses as noted in the LFD Fiscal Report for the 2013 biennium. Communication between
legislative staff and agency staff following passage of HB 477 would have only been to discuss
technical details to implement the legislature’s intent.

The operating plan change requested by the agency is necessary because legislative staff made a
MBARS data entry error during the 2011 legislative session that went undetected by legislative
staff and the executive branch until after the end of the legislative session.



