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Wine Tax 

Revenue Description 
A wine tax is levied on table wines imported into Montana by wine distributors or by the Department of 
Revenue (DOR), who is authorized to sell wines to retail liquor establishments throughout the state.  A tax is 
also imposed on hard cider imported by a table wine distributor or DOR. A portion of wine tax revenue is 
returned to Native American tribes per an agreement between DOR and the tribes. 

Statutory Reference 
Tax Rate – 16-1-411(1), MCA; 16-2-301(2), MCA 
Tax Distribution – 16-1-411(3), MCA; 16-2-301(2), MCA 
Date Due – 15th day of the month following the sale from the distributor’s warehouse (16-1-411(2), MCA) 

Applicable Tax Rates 
A tax of $0.27 is imposed per liter of wine and a tax of $0.037 per liter is imposed on hard cider.  An 
additional tax of $0.01 per liter is imposed on table wine sold by a table wine distributor to an agent. 

Collection Frequency:  Monthly 

Distribution 
The $0.01 per liter tax is deposited into the general fund.  After expenses and tribal allocations, other wine 
tax revenue is distributed to the general fund the Department of Public Health and Human Services 
(DPHHS) alcohol account per the distribution chart below.  The general fund distribution is reduced by the 
amount of the tribal agreements. 
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Revenue History 

Total General General

Fiscal Collections Fund Fund

Year $ Millions $ Millions % Change

A 1991 $1.347 $0.805 N/A

A 1992 1.433 0.853 6.0%

A 1993 1.361 0.835 -2.2%

A 1994 1.289 0.764 -8.5%

A 1995 1.374 0.801 4.8%

A 1996 1.460 0.846 5.6%

A 1997 1.525 0.887 4.9%

A 1998 1.604 0.930 4.9%

A 1999 1.677 0.965 3.7%

A 2000 1.768 1.017 5.3%

A 2001 1.786 1.033 1.6%

A 2002 1.816 1.232 19.3%

A 2003 1.976 1.340 8.8%

A 2004 2.104 1.423 6.2%

A 2005 2.218 1.503 5.6%

A 2006 2.398 1.624 8.1%

A 2007 2.620 1.775 9.3%

A 2008 2.701 1.829 3.1%

A 2009 2.860 1.936 5.8%

A 2010 2.857 1.933 -0.2%

A 2011 2.945 1.994 3.2%

A 2012 3.109 2.104 5.5%

A 2013 3.244 2.195 4.3%

A 2014 3.327 2.250 2.5%
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