MONTANA LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CENTER
INDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS - JULY 2004

AGRICULTURE CONSUMER PROTECTION
"TESTER PLANS PUSH FOR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING AT 2005 LEGISLATURE";
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 JUL 29

CHILD HEALTH SERVICES CHIP
"HEALTHY BABIES COALITION AWARDED GRANT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 14

"CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES INVESTIGATION PUT ON HOLD: DELAY GIVES MORE
TIME FOR PEOPLE TO VOICE CONCERNS, SAYS ADVOCATE"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2004
JUL 12

COUNTIES SALARIES
"COMPENSATION BOARD MEETS TODAY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 JULY 14

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
"STATES' BUDGETS LOOKING BRIGHTER"; DESERET NEWS; 2004 JUL 21

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

TAXATION

"ECONOMIC PLANNERS STRUGGLE TO STACK THE BUILDING BLOCKS"; BIG SKY
BUSINESS JOURNAL; 2004 JUL 15

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT--MONTANA
"ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS LAY OUT LEGISLATIVE AGENDA"; WESTERN BUSINESS; 2004
JULY

EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA
"FISCAL ANALYST PONDERS SCHOOL STUDY™"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 28

"JUDGE WON'T BLOCK SCHOOL FUNDING LAW"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 30

"LAWMAKERS TACKLE RESPONSE TO SCHOOL-FUNDING DECISION"; GREAT FALLS
TRIBUNE; 2004 JUL 28

"NEW SCHOOLS TO BE ON NOVEMBER BALLOT: BOARD TO SEEK $51 MILLION IN BONDS
BOND REQUESTS AT A GLANCE"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 JUL 21

"PLANS SCRAPPED FOR SCHOOLS STUDY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 30

"SCHOOL SPENDING: MONTANA ONE OF MANY IN FUND FIGHT: NEIGHBORING STATES



HAVE HAD TO DRAMATICALLY INCREASE BUDGETS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 4

"SCHOOLS FIGHT FEDERAL FUNDS LAW: OPPONENTS CLAIM STATE'S POOR DISTRICTS
ARE BEING PUNISHED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JULY 3

"STATE AMONG MANY IN EDUCATION LITIGATION: PLAINTIFFS PREVAIL 70% OF THE
TIME, EXPERT SAYS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 6

"STATE MAY REDO EDUCATION STUDY"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 JUL 27

"STUDY ROILS SCHOOL-FUNDING POLITICS: OFFICIALS LEERY OF PROPOSAL TO FIND
OUT COST OF 'STANDARDS' GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 JUL 23

"TAKING THE STATE TO SCHOOL: BOZEMAN ATTORNEY WINS FIRST ROUND OF SCHOOL
FUNDING CASE COMMISSION SEEKS FUNDING SOLUTIONS"; BOZEMAN DAILY
CHRONICLE; 2004 JULY 4

"VOTERS SAY SCHOOL BONDS TOO PRICEY, SURVEY FINDS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004
JUL 30

ELECTIONS--MONTANA LEGISLATORS--
MONTANA
"BATTLE FOR LEGISLATURE AS CLOSE AS THEY GET"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 22

ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES PUBLIC

UTILITY COMMISSIONS--MONTANA

"PSC OKS NORTHWESTERN AGREEMENT: FINAL BANKRUPTCY DOCUMENT IS 'RIGHT'
FOR STATE, SIDES SAY AUDIT REVEALS SOME HITHCES IN POWER SUPPLY™;
MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 9

ELECTRICUTILITY INDUSTRIES

"PSC'S SCHNEIDER SEES SHAKY FUTURE FOR NORTHWESTERN AFTER BANKRUPTCY:
UTILITY SPOKESMAN SAYS COMPANY DETERMINED TO BE INVESTMENT GRADE";
MISSOULIAN; 2004 JUL 23

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION WATER

SUPPLY

"BASIN CREEK WATERSHED: GROUPS SUE OVER LOGGING PROPOSAL"; MONTANA
STANDARD; 2004 JUL 29

FEDERAL BUDGETS
"COMMITTEE APPROVES $66 MILLION FOR STATE PROJECTS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE;
2004 JUL 16

"DEFENSE BILL INCLUDES WIND TUNNEL AT BUTTE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE, 2004 JUL 24



"HOUSE MULLS DEFENSE BILL WITH MILLIONS FOR MONTANA"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY
9

FOREST MANAGEMENT LAND USE
"CANDIDATES PLAN CLOSE LOOK AT ROADLESS AREAS"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 JUL 14

"FOREST SERVICE SEEKS CONSISTENT OFF-ROAD RULES"; MONTANIAN; 2004 JUL 14

"LOW IMPACT EXPECTED FROM NEW RULE: PROPOSED ROADLESS RULE DOESN'T OPEN
IRAS TO DEVELOPMENT: USFS"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 JUL 16

"NATIONAL FORESTS: REACTION MIXED TO BUSH'S ROADLESS PLAN"; LIVINGSTON
ENTERPRISE; 2004 JUL 14

"NEW ROADLESS RULE WOULD GIVE GOVERNORS VOICE"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2004 JUL
15

"ROADLESS INVENTORY FACES TIGHT DEADLINE: GOVERNOR WILL DESIGNATE WHICH
REMOTE AREAS CAN BE OPENED TO DEVELOPMENT"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE;
2004 JUL 14

FORESTS ROADS--MONTANA PUBLIC LANDS

"STATE-BY-STATE ROADLESS PLANS UNVEILED: FORESTER SAYS PROJECTS ARE
NEARLY COMPLETE GOVERNORS WOULD HAVE SAY IN FATE OF NATIONAL FOREST
LANDS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 13

GAMBLING--MONTANA
"TAVERNS SUE OVER POKER MACHINES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 20

HEALTH INSURANCE SCHOOL PERSONNEL
SUBDIVISION OF LAND
"BALLANTYNE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE"; PIONEER PRESS; 2004 JUL 21

"BALLANTYNE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE"; VALIERIAN; 2004 JUL 15

HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION
"GOVERNOR ACCUSED OF OPPOSING ROAD PROJECT"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS; 2004 JUL 14

HIGHWAY PLANNING
"HIGHWAY 2 NEEDS STATE'S SUPPORT"; MILES CITY STAR; 2004 JUL 22

HIGHWAYS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENTS
"4 FOR 2' FANS CRITICIZE EIS, GOVERNOR"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 JULY 14



HIGHWAYS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
"4 FOR 2' HEARINGS NEAR: EXPANSION BACKERS BLAST DRAFT IMPACT STATEMENT
PROPOSED HIGHWAY 2 ALTERNATIVES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 JULY 12

"CHINOOK RESIDENTS VOICE SUPPORT FOR 4-LANE HIGHWAY 2"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS;
2004 JUL 15

"PROPONENTS OF A FOUR-LANE US 2 PLAN NEXT STEPS"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 JULY 7

HUNTING
"LAWSUIT OVER NONRESIDENT HUNTING MAY AFFECT STATE REGULATIONS";
BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 JUL 23

INDIAN AFFAIRS--HEALTH
"SENATE URGED TO PASS INDIAN HEALTH ACT"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 JUL 22

JAILS
"TRYING SOMETHING DIFFERENT: COUNTY SEEKS CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR JAIL
EXPANSION PROJECT"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 JUL 30

"COUNTY JAIL BIDS COME IN NEARLY DOUBLE"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 JULY 2

JAILS--MONTANA INDIAN AFFAIRS--SOCIAL
PROBLEMS AND SERVICES
"INDIAN JAILS A DISGRACE, REPORT SAYS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JULY 7

NATURAL GAS OIL AND GAS LEASING

COALBED METHANE

"IN MONTANA, GAS DRILLING HITS A RARE ROADBLOCK"; WASHINGTON POST; 2004 JUL
4

PARKS
"NORTON DEFENDS PARK SPENDING AS ADEQUATE: BUSH ADMINISTRATION TAKING
HEAT FROM DEMOCRATS, REPUBLICANS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 9

"TASK FORCE PROPOSES NEW FEES TO IMPROVE COUNTY PARKS"; BOZEMAN DAILY
CHRONICLE; 2004 JUL 26

POLITICAL CLIMATE POLITICAL PARTIES
LEGISLATURE--MONTANA
"TEN STATES IDENTIFIED AS LEGISLATIVE BATTLEGROUNDS"; STATELINE; 2004 JUL 21

PRISONERS JAILS
"FEDERAL PRISONERS WILL CREATE COUNTY REVENUE"; RANGER REVIEW; 2004 JUL 8



PRIVACY TAXATION
"CORPORATE TAX RECORDS LAW UNDER DISPUTE"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 JUL 10

PUBLIC LANDS LAND USE FISHING
"NEW FWP PROGRAMS AIM TO MAINTAIN FISHING ACCESS"; INDEPENDENT RECORD;
2004 JUL 15

PUBLIC LANDS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENT

"STATE SEEKS INPUT ON SCHOOL TRUST LAND STRATEGY"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004
JULY 13

RECREATION AREAS DAMS--MONTANA
"BAUCUS OFFERING BILL TO KEEP YACHT BASIN OPEN"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004
JULY 14

REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE

CONSTITUTIONS--STATE-MONTANA

"4 INITIATIVES QUALITY FOR NOVEMBER ELECTION BALLOT"; BILLINGS OUTPOST; 2004
JUL 22

REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE TOBACCO TAX
MARIJUANA CONSTITUTIONS--STATE-

MONTANA MINING--MONTANA

"BALLOT MEASURES ARE LISTED"; TIMES-CLARION; 2004 JUL 22

"FOUR INITIATIVES MAKE NOVEMBER BALLOT"; SILVER STATE POST, 2004 JUL 21
"INITIATIVE 96 REACHES BALLOT"; SHERIDAN COUNTY NEWS; 2004 JUL 21
"INITIATIVES EARN SPOT ON BALLOT"; LAUREL OUTLOOK; 2004 JUL 21
"INITIATIVES MAKE BALLOT"; SHERIDAN COUNTY NEWS; 2004 JUL 21
"INITIATIVES QUALIFY FOR NOVEMBER BALLOT"; BITTERROOT STAR; 2004 JUL 21

"MARRIAGE AMENDMENT GETS STRONG SUPPORT FROM FLATHEAD"; DAILY
INTERLAKE; 2004 JULY 7

"MARRIAGE INITIATIVE (CI-61) TO BE DETERMINED BY BALLOT IN FALL"; PHILLIPS
COUNTY NEWS; 2004 JUL 21

"THREE INITIATIVES QUALIFY FOR NOVEMBER BALLOT"; HERALD NEWS; 2004 JUL 22



"TOBACCO TAX, LEGAL POT, GAY MARRIAGE INITIATIVES QUALIFY FOR NOV. BALLOT",
RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2004 JUL 21

"TOBACCO TAX, MARIJUANA MEASURES QUALIFY FOR BALLOT"; LONE PEAK LOOKOUT,
2004 JUL 22

"MARRIAGE INITIATIVE ADDED TO GROWING GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT QUALIFIED
BALLOT MEASURES"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 JUL 21

"TOBACCO TAX & MARIJUANA INITIATIVES QUALIFY FOR NOVEMBER BALLOT";
WESTERN BREEZE; 2004 JUL 20

RETIREMENT
"JUDGE TOSSES LAW IN PENSION SUIT AGAINST STATE: LAW ENACTED IN 2001
REDUCED RETIREE'S BENEFITS"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 JULY 9

"JUDGE TOSSES RETIREMENT LAW FOLLOWING CLASS-ACTION SUIT: SOME MONTANA
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIRED SINCE JULY 2001 HAD RECEIVED LOWER BENEFITS",
MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 10

RIGHT TO KNOW TAX POLICY
"COMMITTEE DEBATES CORPORATE TAX DISCLOSURES"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 10

SCHOOLS EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA
"BOZEMAN SCHOOLS STRUGGLE TO BALANCE BUDGET"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE;
2004 JUL 16

SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT--

MONTANA

"STATE COULD DO BETTER FOR BIZ: STRONGER TIES SOUGHT FOR HIGHER ED, SMALL
BUSINESS"; MILES CITY STAR; 2004 JULY 7

TEACHER SALARIES
"MONTANA HITS BOTTOM FOR TEACHERS' SALARIES"; SIDNEY HERALD; 2004 JUL 21

TOBACCO TAX REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE
"TOBACCO FIRMS ACCUSED OF USING DIRTY TRICKS WITH BALLOT LAWSUIT";
BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 JUL 28

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
"BOARD OF REGENTS: USE OF INCOME FROM UNIVERSITY LANDS CONTESTED",
MISSOULIAN; 2004 JULY 10



WATER RIGHTS
"10% SHRINK TRIAL CONTINUES IN DISTRICT COURT: GRANITE COUNTY IRRIGATORS
PRESENT THEIR CASES"; PHILIPSBURG MAIL; 2004 JUL 22

"RANCHER WON'T HALT IRRIGATION: DISPUTE HEATS UP OVER WATER USE IN SMITH
RIVER BASIN"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 JULY 10

"SMITH RIVER WATER RIGHTS ARE ASSERTED"; MEAGHER COUNTY NEWS; 2004 JUL 22

"WATER RIGHTS PLAN HITS HAMILTON ON WAY TO LEGISLATURE: TASK FORCE AIMS
TO RESOLVE GROUNDWATER CLAIMS"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2004 JUL 22



