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V. CDBG TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MATCHING GRANTS 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Under federal law, a portion of the State's annual CDBG allocation may be used to provide technical 
assistance to local governments and nonprofit program sub-recipients. For 1999, the Department 
has allocated $203,025 to award as matching grants for planning, research, or technical activities 
to address community revitalization, housing and/or public facility needs, as well as capacity 
building for .community planning and growth management. 

Eligible Applicants 

CDBG technical assistance matching grants are available to eligible counties, cities, and towns as 
described in section A., "Eligible Applicants," in Chapter Ill on page 10. Local governments with a 
current Technical Assistance Matching Grant are ineligible to apply for an additional Technical 
Assistance grant until their current Technical Assistance project is completed. 

Eligible Activities 

Funds can be used for the preparation of studies, analyses, or data gathering in the following areas: 

i. Community growth management plans (master or comprehensive plans), growth 
management policies, or community strategic plans. 

P Capital improvement plans or programs (CIP's). 

P Preparation of community needs assessments. 

P Community long-range housing plans, including housing needs studies, housing condition 
surveys, housing affordability studies or plans, and development of housing assistance 
programs. 

P Neighborhood plans, analysis of impediments to fair housing choice, and environmental and 
historic 'preservation studies. 

P Preparation of plans or land use regulations to mitigate adverse effects of residential 
construction in flood-prone areas, or other natural disasters such as earthquake or wildland 
fire, includirrg related land use planning and flood plain zoning. 

> Preparation of development codes, ordinances, or regulations related to implementation of 
a community comprehensive development plan, master plan, or growth policy, including 
subdivision and zoning regulations, development permit systems, or similar regulations, and 
in particular where the work product demonstrates an innovative approach or technique 
which can serve as a model for other communities. 

i; Preparation of preliminary engineering or architectural plans or studies for housing or public 
facilities projects. 
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h Preparation of proposals for funding CDBG housing or public facilities projects. 

Maximum Grants and Required Match 

CDBG technical assistance matching grants are available in amounts up to $10,000. Local 
governments must provide a cash match on a 50-50, dollar for dollar, matching basis that must be 
firmly committed by the time CDBG funds are released. 

Provision of "in-kind sewices" cannot be substituted for a cash match. 

Firm loan commitments, such as funds borrowed from the Montana Board of Investments or from 
a local bank, are acceptable forms of match. Applications related to water, sewer, and solid waste 
facilities can be coordinated with the new Preliminary Engineering Loan component of the 
INTERCAP Program of the Montana Board of lnvestments (telephone 444-0001 for more 
information). 

Grants or other cash contributions from other local, state, or federal agencies or programs or private 
foundations are also acceptable forms of match. 

The MDOC may reduce or waive the match requirement in those cases where the local government 
can clearly demonstrate that higher financial participation is not possible. 

B. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CATEGORY RANKING CRITERIA c. 
The CDBG Program will use the following criteria to evaluate the overall soundness of proposals. 
The criteria will be used to rank the technical assistance applications in the likely event that the total 
requests exceed available funding. Technical Assistance applications will be evaluated according 
to the following criteria and may be assigned up to a maximum of 210 points. In order of priority, 
the criteria are: 

Maximum Points 
1. Relationship to Community's Long-Range 

Planning process 60 Points 

2. Threat to Public Health or Public Safety 50 Points 

3. Financial Need 40 Points 

4. Benefit to Low and Moderate Income 30 Points 

5. Model for Other Communities 20 Points 

6. First Time Recipient 

TOTAL POINTS: 

10 Points 

21 0 Points 
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Each CDBG Technical Assistance applicant is required to submit a written response to the six 
ranking criteria. The issues to be considered in evaluating applications are presented in the 
following sections for each criterion. 

1. RELATIONSHIP TO COMMUNITY'S LONG RANGE PLANNING PROCESS - 
60 points 

RANKING CRITERION 

The "Relationship to Community's Long Range Planning Process" criterion will consider 
the relationship of the proposed technical assistance to the community's overall long 
range planning programs. 

The MDOC will give priority to proposals for the preparation of long-range comprehensive 
plans, master plans, or growth policies, including the preparation of capital improvements 
plans, housing plans, or regulations to implement plans or growth policies. 

2. THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR PUBLIC SAFETY - 50 points 

RANKING CRITERION 

The "Threat to Public Health or Public Safety" criterion will consider the need for the 
technical assistance activity in terms of addressing urgent threats to public health or public 
safety and documentation from agencies regarding the severity of the threat. 

3. FINANCIAL NEED - 40 points 

RANKING CRITERION 

The "Financial Need" criterion will consider the documented financial need of the 
community for the technical assistance. Applicants must clearly document that the local 
government lacks the financial ability to fund the proposed technical assistance in its 
entirety. Costs that have already been incurred or obligated prior to application would be 
ineligible for reimbursement with CDBG funds. 

4. BENEFIT TO LOW AND MODERATE INCOME - 30 points 

RANKING CRITERION 

The "Benefit to Low and Moderate Income" criterion will consider the degree to which the 
technical assistance activity has the potential of benefiting low and moderate income 
persons. 
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5. MODEL FOR OTHER COMMUNITIES - 20 points 

RANKING CRITERION 

The "Model for Other Communities" criterion will consider the extent to which the plan, 
study, or project could serve as a model for other local governments. 

6. FIRST TIME RECIPIENT - 10 points 

RANKING CRITERION 

The MDOC will give priority to those local governments or unincorporated communities 
that have never applied for and/or received CDBG funding in the past. 

C. GRANT ADMINISTRATION 

All State of Montana and MDOC requirements concerning procurement of professional 
services will apply. To be el iaibl for reimbursement. professional architectural 
enaineerina services must be procured in comoliance with Section 18-8-201. MCA. In 
order to ensure that expenditures will be eligible for reimbursement, contact the CDBG 
program for guidance BEFORE procuring professional services. 

D. APPLICATION PROCESS 

To apply for a CDBG technical assistance grant, send the MDOCICDBG Program the 
following information: 

1. Name and phone number of local government. 

2. Mailing address of applicant. 

3. Federal tax identification number of local government. 

4. Contact person (preparer of the application) for further information and telephone 
number. 

5. For applications on behalf of nonprotif and intergovernmental organizations, a 
letter from the local government's chief elected official or executive officer 
sponsoring the request. 

6. A brjef description of the proposed technical assistance poject, including the proposed 
activities and work schedule, including: 

a) Proposed project implementation schedule - (see Appendix C). C 
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b) ~ r o ~ o s e d '  budget for technical assistance project - (see Appendix C) that 
specifies CDBG funds requested, funds to be supplied by applicant (matching 
funds), and other sources and amounts of local, state, federal, or private funds 
to be involved. 

7. An explanation of how the proposed technical assistance project relates to each of the 
Technical Assistance Priorities (if applicable). 

8. Name and signature of Chief Elected Official or Executive Officer requesting the funding 

Note: Applicants are encouraged to attach pertinent supporting documentation. An example 
would be a letter from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality or County Sanitarian 
documenting the seriousness of a public health or safety threat existing in a community. 

S& copies of the written proposals for technical assistance grants mustbe submitted to the 
Montana Department of Commerce, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 
by 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 30,1999. Proposals must be delivered or postmarked on or before t k  
deadline date. Copies of applications and all attachments must be submitted to: 

CDBG Program Assistant 
Local Government Assistance Division 

Montana Department of Commerce 
1424 9th Avenue 
P.O. Box 200501 

Helena, MT 59620-0501 

For questions, please contact CDBG Program staff at (406) 444-2488 or FAX: (406) 444-4482. 
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