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Environmental Quality CouncH Statutory Respons~~~mtes 

The Environmental Quality Council (EQC) is a statutory, bipartisan, legislative interim 
committee that operates within the legislative branch. The EQC was established as a 
part of the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) which was passed in 1971 . The 
EQC helps generate nonpartisan information, reviews and analyzes state programs, 

- e m @ &  inav-tiorre ad-studies, devekpsanc -~eosrnmend~p~s~  Many of 
these responsibilities are delegated through statute. 

'The E m  consists of seventeen members. Six are state senators; six are state 
representatives; four are members of the public; and one, nonvoting member, 
represents the governor. 'The House members are selected by the Speaker of the 
House and the Senate members are selected by the Committee on Committees. Two 
public members are selected by the President of the senate with concurrence of the 
Senate Minority Leader and two public members are selected by the Speaker of the 
Houae with concurrence of the House Minority Leader. At least 50% of the EQC's 
legislative members must be selected from the standing committees that consider 
issues within the jurisdiction of the Council. 

P Duties of the Environmental Quality Council 

'The duties of the EQC are varied and are located throughout the code. The primary 
source of direction for the EQC is located in Title 75. Ti18 75, chapter 1, part, 3 is 
dedicated to the EQC. 75-1 -324, MCA provides the specific duties af the council. Each 
council decides how active they will be in addressing these responsibilities. Some past 
Councils hawe chosen to be very passive others have chosen specific areas in which 
they are more actively involved. 

75-1-324. Duties of environmenbl quality council. The environmental quality council 
shall: 

(1) gather timely and authoritative information concerning the conditions and 
trends in the quality of the environment, both current and prospectjve, analyze and 
interpret the information for the purpose of determining whether the conditions and 
trends are interfering or are likely to interfere with'the achievement of the policy set forth 
in 75-1 -1 03, and compile and submit to the governor and the legislature studies relating 
to the conditions and trends; 

(2) review and appraise the various programs and activities of the state 
agendes, in the light of the policy set forth in 75-1 -1 03, for the purpose of determining 
the extent to which the programs and activities are contributing to the achievement of 
the policy and make recommendations to the governor and the legislature with respect 
to the policy; 

(3) develop and recommend to the governor and the legislature state policies to 
foster and promote the improvement of environmental quality to meet the conservatlon, 
social, economic, health, and other requirements and goals of the state; 

(4) conduct investigations, studies, surveys, research, and analyses relating to 
ecological systems and environmental quality; 

(5) document and define changes in the natural environment, including the 



plant and animal qstems, and accumulate necessary data and other information for a 
cc&nuing analysis of these changes or trends and an interpretation of thelr mderlying 
causes; 

(6) make and furnish studies, reports on studjes, and recommendations with 
reaped to ma#ers of policy and kgislatj~n as the legislature requests; 

(7) analyze bgi&tCve pmpos&s in clearly environmental areas and in other 
fields in which ion migM have enviromentd c o n m ~ m s  and assist in 
prepwation of ~eport8 - - far . - use by IqisIathre - -  - comm@es, atjmintgttivr, aigencie~s, and 

thS --fie; 
(8) mnsult with and aseist Iqislators who are preparing environmental 

legistation to clarify my defloiendes or potential conflicts with an o v d l  emlogic plan; 
(9) mvisw rvnd evaluate operating program in the enviro~l~gntd W in the 

several agencies to identify actual or potential conflkrts, both among the activities and 
wlZh a general emlogic perspeatjve, and suggest Iegbianon to remedy the situations; 
and 

(1 0) perform the administrative rule revkw, dmtt IecWation review, prugram 
evaluation, and monitoring fumtions of an interim cwnm&ee for the: 

(a) department of environmental quallty; 
(b) department of f i ,  wildlife, end parks; and 
(c) department of natural resourns and conservation. 

P k9t.b wM%h ate primarily review 

Reyiw SOH waste management plans (75-1 0-1 1 1). 
Review apptbtlons and the annual long r a w  pkns that are submitted 
with to the hb@andfill Siting Act (75-1 0-91 3; 75-1 0-91 8; 
75- 1 W7). 
~~ copbs of a~y30imtions and long range plans rehted to the Major 
F&flties Siting Act. (75-20-2 1 1 ) 6 

Q Reports from ouWde entitks 

Streamside management zone laws (77-5-301, et seq.) --- Department of 
Natural Resoume and Conservation (DNRC) and the technical team 
evtduate and report to the EQC on the effectiveness of the laws. 
Renewable Resource Grant and Loan Program (€51 -621) --- DNRC 
reports to the EQC biennialty on the status of the program. 
Compfmnce and enforcement information (75-1 -31 4) --- DNRC, 
DqaF'tmwnt of Agricu#ure, and the Department of Environmemtal Quality 
(DEQ) are required to report to the EQC biennially on compliance and 
enforcement within each agency. 

Q EQC member or staff BWWS on committee 

Natural Resource Data System Advisory Committee (2-15-1 514). 
Ground water assessment steering committee (2-1 5-1 523) 



Q EQC analysis, comment, a d  active invotvement 

EQC comments on the State's water policies and the implementation of 
those policies by state agencies (85-2- 1 05). 
Specific water policy items that the EQC is required to analyze and 
~omment onare: 
(1 ) The state water plan. 
(2) The state water development process. 
(3) Any water dated remarch. 
(4) The adequacy of the wder resources data management system. 
The sponsor of a project under MEPA review is allowed to appear before 
EQC at a regularly scheduled meeting. EQC is required to ensure that 
agency staff is avaihMe to answer questions (New Section 2001). 
DEQ is required to submit reports concerning its renewabte energy 
sources research and devdupment programs to the EQC. The council: 
(1) must review m d  evaluate the reports and prepate mcommendations 
for the legislature if the council deems necessary (90-4-1 12). 
(2) may reqmt  that the DEQ report e x p e w r e s  m d  @her information 
concerning the impkmntertion and effectiveness of projects for which 
grants were awarded (90-4-1 1 1). 

Water leasing study. The EQC is required to work in conjunction with 
FWP to conduct a water teasing study (85-2-436). 
Comprehensive state energy process. The EQC must work in 
cooperation with the consumer council and the public service commission 
to maintain a process to develop the components of a comprehensive 
state energy process (90-4-1 003). 




