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Request 
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) would like to form a work group to evaluate 
the enforcement authorities granted to DEQ under the environmental statutes and to draft 
proposed legislation to improve enforcement. DEQ requests EQC1s assistance at any level, 
including suggestions on work group members, subcommittee oversight, active participation or 
facilitation. 

Background 
Early 1990's - Environmental enforcement "Toothless" 

Lack of water quality enforcement 
Citizen environmental complaints not resolved 

1994 - Legislative performance audits: 
"Enforcement of the Water Quality and the Public Water Supply Acts" 
"Hard Rock Mining Regulation" 

1996 - Agency reorganization 
DEQ Enforcement Division created to centralize enforcement for 19 different statutes 

1996 - EQC HJR 10 Compliance and Enforcement Study Recommendations: 
Develop written policies 
Ensure accountability 
Fair and consistent enforcement 
Record keeping / tracking 

1997 - HB 132 - Environmental agencies submit compliance and enforcement report to EQC 

1997 to Present - Enforcement Division accomplishments: 
1999 - DEQ Enforcement Response Manual 
2000 - EPA 1 Montana Consolidated Cooperative Enforcement Agreement 
Development and operation of Enforcement Compliance Information System (database) 
Over 7,000 citizen complaints received and most resolved 
Over 700 formal enforcement cases initiated and most settled + Statutory inconsistencies and weaknesses identified 

2003 - Enforcement Compliance Replort to EQC for 2000-2002 

2003- 2004 - Draft legislation to improve enforcement 
Modify enforcement process in Title 82 (reclamation laws) to mirror Title 75 

(environmental laws) d 
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Add administrative penalties 
Update penalties 


