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Mister Chair and Members of the Council, 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I regret that I am unable to be with you today. As the 
sponsor of HJ 4, I wish the council well in your deliberations and I will be happy to assist you 
throughout your discussions, as you deem appropriate. I will be brief, as I have learned that 
brevity is a good thing. 

In your consideration of which evaluations or studies will receive the hghest priorities, it would 
be my recommendation that particular emphasis be placed on items (4), (5) and (6) together, as 
they are so closely intertwined. The same would hold true for items (1) and (3). Since both sets 
of items are of high importance in the big picture, determining a priority may be difficult. 
Perhaps subcommittees could better focus on each group for the majority of the workload. 

Item (7) could be examined more specifically as a "stand alone" item. The findings can be then 
used as they relate to the determinations of the previous groups, and as a separate finding in 
itself. 

Item (2) can also be done more specifically. Upon the determination of a list of measures that 
promote efficiency, the real relevance is how, when, or even "if' they can be implemented or 
promoted. Applicability, practicality and costs will be obvious considerations, as will be any 
"unintended consequences" or "side effects"; terms that we have all come to appreciate. 

Finally, I urge the council to gather as much public input as is possible and feasible. Many 
Montanans have valuable insight, experience and concerns with water issues and their ideas and 
input will only strengthen the process and subsequently, the results. Best Wishes and May God 
Bless. 
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