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Fuel Modification Guidelines 

General: 
1. Thinning and Pruning specifications apply to native conifers only. 
2. Hardwoods will not be removed unless flagged. 
3. Brush will not be removed unless specified in the plan. 
4. Islands of non-treatment will be flagged (left at homeowners desire) 
5. Flagging colors: 

A. Pink, Red and White Stripe, Red and Black Stripe indicate the 
boundary and the zone boundaries (if required) 

B. Blue indicates leave trees. 
C. White indicates mandatory removal. 

Contractors need to be able to follow the flagging even if it looks wrong, the 
homeowner may have requested it. If it looks totally wrong contact the plan writer for 
clarification. 

Large trees next to house: 
These will generally not be removed with grant funding. They may be recommended for 
removal on the plan, but only at homeowner expense. 

Thinning: 
1. May be specified by spacing. Meaning, uniform stand normally younger "leave 

largest vigorous tree at 20 foot spacing. 
2. May be specified by diameter. All trees over "X" diameter left unless flagged 

with white ribbon. Trees under " X  diameter space out "Y" distance between live 
crown. 

3. May be specified by flagging. See above. 
4. Default spacing. If not otherwise specified "X" feet between live crowns. 
5. Stump height. Below lowest green branch? 

Diameter over 6" a maximum height of 6"with flat cut? 
Diameter under 6" a maximum height of 2" with flat cut? 

Pruning: 
1. Trees over 15 feet tall: 

A. Specified by distance between ground and live vegetation. Eight feet 
unless otherwise specified in plan. 

B. Along roadways and driveways may need a minimum of 13'6" to 
allow for emergency vehicle access. 

2. Trees under 15 feet tall: 
A. (Need suggestions to complete) 



Debris disposal: 
1. Either chip or bum will be specified in the plan. Specific details need to be written 

into the plan. If bum is circled then the homeowner and contractor need to 
determine the responsibility. 

Firewood to be utilized: 
1. If the homeowner wants firewood material the contractor need only prepare the cut 

material into lengths of 10 feet. Groove the bole length wise to allow for drying. 
Further cutting and removal will be the responsibility of the homeowner. 

2. If some other program wants the firewood and the homeowner agrees, then it is the 
responsibility of the gaining program to remove the firewood with the same 
preparation guidelines to the contractor as above. 




