
Simplified MCA Abuse and Neglect Timeline for Judicial Hearings 
(th~s flowchart assumes that reasonable efforts are requ~red and 1s pursuant to MCA 2003) 
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REMOVAL OF CHILD 

Petition must be filed -- wlin 48 hours of removal 

Show Cause Hearing - must be held wlin 20 days of (41.3.422, 
filing of petition, petition can request Adjudication or a 

TIA allowing for further investigation 

Adjudication hearing must 
be held wlin 90 days of the 

Show Cause hearing 

Dispositional Hearing may be held at the same tlme as 
the adjudication but the hearings must be bifurcated 

Dispositional Hearing must be held wlin 20 days of the 
Adjudication 

. wlin 6 months TLC (41-3-432) 

must be extended if 

wlin 6 months TLC 
must be extended if 

termination granted 
(41-3-432) CHILDREN & FAMILIES HEALTH HUMAN SERVICES 

INTERIM COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Kathleen Jenhs, Depl of Jusl~ce - Ch~ld Protec~~on Un11. kjc'nksh mt go\ MARCH 30 2006 MEETING 

EXHIBIT 4 


