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Montana Accreditation Standards 

Rules responsible for establishing and maintaining the basic level 
of education for public schools in Montana. 
The current standards were reviewed and revised in 1999-2000 by 
the Montana Accreditation Task Force. Line by line consideration 
of the previous standards resulted in changes recommended after 
careful, deliberate discussion. 
The Board of Public Education adhered to a comprehensive public 
hearing process and finally adopted the changes in 200 1. 
The Board is currently beginning a new review of its general 
accreditation standards. 

Chapters of Accreditation 

Chapter 54 includes Content and Performance Standards. There 
were revised in 2001 after a four-year review process. They built 
a common set of standards for all Montana students. These 
standards are to be used by school districts to develop a local 
curriculum and assessment in all content areas. Chapter 54 
defines the general knowledge of what all students should know, 
understand, and be able to do in each subject area. It sets specific 
expectations for student learning at three benchmarks along the K- 
12 continuum. The performance standards describe student 
expectations of performance at each of the benchmarks at four 
performance levels (Advanced, proficient, nearing proficiency, 
and novice). The content standards, benchmarks and 
corresponding performance levels provide teachers, parents, 
students and the public with a clear understanding of what 
students are expected to learn and how well they are able to apply 
their learning. The Montana Standards Framework was built by 
Montanans for Montana's children while incorporating the best 
research available at all levels. We characterize our standards as 
defining the road ditches and appropriately assign the 
responsibility of the where a given school is on that interstate to 
the local control of our school trustees who Constitutionally are 
charged with local supervision and control of local schools. 



Chapter 55 includes the General Accreditation Standards. Those 
provisions include 5 Year Comprehensive Education Plan, 
definitions, variance to standards, categories of accreditation, 
performance based accreditation, school improvement plans, 
school leadership, requirements and duties of educators, class size 
requirements, professional development, educational opportunity, 
climate, equity, access, gifted and talented, and special education. 
Academic requirements to include definition of the basic 
education plan for elementary, middle grades, and high school, 
graduation requirements, distant learning, and school facilities. 
Program area standards include cross content and thinking skills, 
program foundation standards, and program delivery standards. 
Chapter 56 Student Assessment includes rule for state level 
assessment in public schools and those private schools seeking 
accreditation. These rules will be dramatically affected by the 
new No Child Left Behind act of the federal government. 
Chapter 57 These rules regarding licensure are designed to affect 
an orderly and uniform system of teacher and specialist 
certification. These standards were revised in 2002 following a 
two-year review by a Chapter 57 task force made up of educators 
across the state. 
Chapter 58 This chapter includes the Professional Educator 
Preparation Program standards for the approval/accreditation of 
educator preparation units. These rules were first established in 
1979 and the Board has revised and amended the standards in 
1984, 1989, 1994,2000, and are poised to review them for 
revision in 2005. 

Administrative Rule Making Process 

The review and revision of all of these chapters of standards is a 
deliberative and thorough process that happens on a five-year cycle. The 
process for revision to rule utilizes MAPA (Montana Administrative 
Procedures Act). BPE rules are also reviewed by .the Interim Committee 
on Education and Local Government. Inherent in this process is the 
requirement of public notice and participation to allow Montana citizens 
input into the regulations that affect our schools. The guiding principles 
of the process include quality, equity, diversity and currency with 
nationally recognized standards. 



Two Important Legal Decisions 

The two major decisions with this body has to consider as it proceeds 
with its work on equity, adequacy and quality include: 

1989 Equity Lawsuit Case. Appealed to the state Supreme Court. 
One of the findings determined that "the Montana School 
Accreditation Standards are minimum standards only, and do not 
provide the basis for defining quality education." 
1992 Sherlock Decision. Resulted from a legislative challenge to 
the Board's rule making authority. Opinion delivered by the court 
was in favor of the Board's inviolate constitutional rule-making 
authority. 

BPE Contemporary Efforts in Standards Development and 
Implementation 

Our administrative rules regarding certification standards 
(Chapters 57 and 580 specific to the NCLB definition of Highly 
Qualified Teacher are dramatically impacted. 
Our administrative rules regarding assessment standards (Chapter 
56) are impacted by NCLB testing requirements. 
Distance Learning rules were defined with input from the field in 
2001 by the Accreditation Standards Review Task Force and then 
further reviewed in an ongoing manner since in an effort to 
establish a framework to allow MT Schools flexibility in 
delivering quality programs to students. 
Currently looking at standards to address the accreditation needs 
of special purpose schools who seek accreditation (treatment 
facilities, youth probation facilities, youth in need of supervision 
schools, etc.). 
Revision of Chapter 57 Rules created more flexibility with the 
intent of meeting the need to recruit and retain high quality 
professional educators while maintaining our high standards. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, and on behalf of the Board of Public Education, we 
submit to you our commitment to be a partner with the Legislature in 
completing the task assigned to you by the courts. More importantly we 



believe strongly in the Constitutional charge defined in Article X, 
Section 9 which created the BPE to. . . "3(a) . . .exercise general 
supervision over the public schools system and such other educational 
institutions as assigned by law." Inherent in the general supervision 
clause is the responsibility of the Board of Public Education to provide 
leadership and direction to the goal of the people established in Article 
X, Section 1. . . "(1) It is the goal of the people to establish a system of 
education which will develop the full educational potential of each 
person. Equality of educational opportunity is guaranteed to each person 
of the state." Further, this Constitutional language addresses the 
legislative responsibility in. . . "(3) The Legislature shall provide a basic 
system of free quality public elementary and secondary schools." 

Along with the responsibility of local school boards to provide local 
supervision and control of school in each district, our charge is outlined. 
We fully believe that the "defining" of our system was contemplated by 
the framers of the constitution to fall within the purview of the appointed 
Board of Public Education. We have offered you (the Legislature) our 
assistance in what we believe the court has asked you to do and that is to 
"determine what the system is to be, and how much is should cost." We 
are on record as indicating that this must be done utilizing deliberative 
and expert analysis. We are pleased that many educators and some 
legislators have regarded the work of the Renewal Commission as a 
legitimate and appropriate start, as well as the Chair of the Board's 
involvement with the work of the Quality Schools Interim Committee. 


