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ALTAMONT OIL & GAS, INC 
PO Box 488 

Cut Bank, Montana 59427 
Phone: (406) 873-9000 

Wednesday, January 25,2006 

Representative Norma Bixby 
PO Box 1165 
Lame Dear, Montana 59043-1165 

RE: HB790 Subcommittee of the Environmental Quality Council 

Faxed To: (4061 444-3971 (Attn: Joe Kolman - Committee Secretawl 

Dear Representative Bixby: 

We apologize for not being able to make today's meeting, in order to provide input from 
the small Independent Oil and Gas Operators, but we have a conflict with a hearing in 
Billings in front of the Board of Oil & Gas Conservation. 

We would like to thank all of ybu for your hard work and dedication in traveling around 
the State of Montana, Havre, Sidney, Sheridan, Wyoming and numerous trips to Helena, 
in order to see first hand how the Oil and Gas Industry operates in the State of Montana. 

It is our opinion that there are very few regulations that need to be Utweaked" with respect 
to the Industry. We would like to work with you in making decision8 regarding the 
amendment of current statutes that regulate the Oil and Gas Industry in the State of 
Montana. All concerns mentioned in the meetings around the State can be rectified under 
current statutes of law. However, in order to address these concerns in a manner more 
agreeable to all parties involved, the Northern Montana Oil & Gas Association would like 
to make the following suggestions: 

1) In order to improve relations between the surface owner and the operator, it 
is important that the current lO-day prior nutice stipulation for informing of 
surface disturbance be changed to 15-days. 

2) In the case of a "split estate", when negotiations cannot be settled between 
the surface owner and operator, we believe there should be a Committee 
under the jurisdiction of the Board of Oil & Gas Conservation who will 
adjudicate the process between the two parties so the mineral owners can 
have their minerals developed. 
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During this important process, the Northern Montana Oil & Gae Association learned how 
extremely important it is to get along with tbe surface owners of the State of Montana. We 
heard, "loud and clear," their concerns and we will do everything within our power to 
work with the surface owners in addressing their concerns before development occurs. 

The Oil and Gas Industry is very active in the State of Montana and has been very 
successful. Therefore, we must work bard to allow the Industry to continue- to flourish, as 
it is one of tbe largest contributors to the General Fund. It is important for the Citizens of 
the State of Montana to continue to see the revenues grow in the General Fund. 

The Oil and Gas Industry has worked very hard with the Legislature in the past 20 years to 
turn thc Industry around. We went from seeing only 3 drilling rigs operating in the State 
of Montana to the 20 to 25 drilling rigs that are currently operating in the State. We must 
not allow this trend to diminish, as would happen with the negative impact of excess 
regulation. Even though it bas been determined through the meetings of the Subcommittee 
that a few things need to changed in the Oil and Gas Industry, we do not believe that the 
Oil and Gas Industry should be turned upside down with excess regulations thus causing 
the decline of one of the most successful businesses in the State of Montana. 

Yours truly, 

President & CEO 
Lobbyist for the Nortbern Montana Oil & Gas Association 


