


The Bureau of Land Management: 

Must notify the public when preparing land use plans and 
amendments and when lease sales are pending 

Strongly encourages the operator to contact the private surface 
owner as early as possible in the process and requires the 

-_ operator to make a good faith effort co negotiate surface use and 
access agreements. 

The BLM manages 700 million acres of subsurface Wd invite the surface owner to pamc~pate in the  re-drding 

mineral estate nationwide, including approximately onsite inspecuon. 

58 miliion acres where the surface is privately 
owned. In many cases, the surface rights and mineral Seeks theprivate surface owner's recommendations on 

rights were severed under the cerms of the Nation's development issues during review of the Application for Permit 

homesteading laws. These and other Federal laws, 
regulations, and BLM policy directives give managers 
the authority and direction for administering the 
developmenc of Federal oil and natural gas resources 
beneath privately owned surface.- 

* Coal Lands Acts of 1909 and 19 10 - - . - 
Agricultural Entry Act of L9-14 
Stock Raising HomesteadAct of 1,916 
Mineral Leas~ng Act of I920 and amendments 
Federal Land Policy and~ana&ement  ~ c c  of 1976 . 
Onshore Oil md Gas QrJers Nos. E and 7 .. . - , ., .k '-r= *% 

* Oil and Gm'Gold Book %a &. - - - 
BLM Instruction Memorandums 

Under these laws, reguhtionss and: procedures, the 
leasing and, d e ~ e l i ~ m e n r  of Federal oil and natkal 
resourc& ocdm ih four phases: Bonds thebeyaerator separately (3814 Bond) 6 r  an amounc 

sufficient to protect the private Curface owner against reasonable 

*, Planning and Lease Sales and ~ores~&$%hama~e to or loss of crops and tangible 

Permitting and Develbpment improvements, iFa good-fa~th effort does not produce an 

Operations an&Praduction agreement with the surface owner. 

Prugging and Surface Reclamation 

In each-phase, the BLM, the lesseelope~ator; and the. 
private surface awner have rights, responsibilities, and 
opportunities. - 

Parcels of land or mineral estate open for leasing under 
the terms of a BLhif land use plan may be nominated 
forleasing by members of the public. The BLM 
reviews every nomination to ensure that leasing the 
parcel would conform with the terms of the land use 
plan, which has been developed previously with broad Takes enforcemenr action to address operations not complying 

with lease and permit terms. 

T l r L  in ~1.11 term for 3. Fedr:r 11 o11 aLld gas leasi i \  
10 years, but production can extend the lease period. 
Successhlly bidding on and acqu~ring the oil and 
gas lease gives the lessee or designated operator the 
right to enter and occupy as much of the surface as 

reclamat~on is sat~sfactory. 
IS reasonably required to explore, drill, and remove 
the oil and natural gas resource on the leasehold. 
However, chis right 1s not absolute. The BLM works 
co encourage coordination and cooperacion among 
all parties that have rights and responsibilities In split .Ix 

estlte ~itrlarionc 



The Lesseeloperator: The Private Surface Owner: 

May particlpare ~n and comment on preparation of land use Is strongly encouraged to participate in and comment on the 
plans and amendrnenrs. preparation of land use plans and amendments. 

May nomlnare parcels for leasing. Has the right, as a member of the public, to comment on 
pending lease sales and proposed lease stipulations, including the 
right to protest the inclusion of a specific parcel In a lease sale. 

Should coorhnate and consulr w ~ t h  the BLM and the pnvate Wd be invlred to participate m the BLM's onsire inspecrlons 
surface owner as early as possible. during the Norice of Stalung and Application for Permit to Drill 

Must participate in the onsite inspection the BLM schedules for 
the Notice of Stalung o r  the Application for Permlt to Drill. Can1 expect to be contacted by the-lesseelopeiarorprlor to entry 

and staking to discuss-the terrirs &he stdace-use agreement or 

- ' 

'. 

~ d M e  right r~ appea the sqffic_iepcy of the 38,14 Bondto. .i " 

7 * J .  " '. - 

g, or to conducr cultural or blologi 

Must comply with the terms of the lease, the Application for Is encouraged ro report non-compliance incidents to rhe BLM. 
Permlr to Drlll, and the Conditions ofApproval. 

. " 
.* x. -- 

Must include a surface reclamation plan m the Surface Use Plan May concur that final reclamat~on is satisfactory or recommend A 
of Operations. addirlonal actlons. 




