
County Attorney Pay- Dept of Justice Proposal 

Background of County Attorney Pay 
* The general fund appropriation amounts 

FY06: $1,912,588 
FY07: $1,961,244 

* County payroll is appropriated to DoJ in House Bill 2 

* Intent is to fund 50% of county attorney pay 

* Never quite works - 
Salaries are set after legislature adjourns 
Appropriation is subject to legislative reductions 

* State issues a warrant and county issues a warrant. 

*Often contributes to discord between DoJ and counties over pay disputes 

Proposal 
* Remove from the budget of the Department of Justice 

* Include in the state's county distribution funds ( HB 124 - Rep Bob Story "The 
big bill") Title 15 Chapter 1 Section 121. 

Mechanics 
* Use the amount currently being paid by the counties, plus 2.5 percent 

* For counties over 5,000 in population, assume a full time county attorney. 

* Fund will be disbursed to the general fund of the 56 counties. 

* These funds may be used at the discretion of the local county governing 
authorities. 

*Counties can continue to set the county attorney salary at a level they desire, 

* Counties may enter agreements with other counties to share county attorney 
services. 

Summary 

The Dept of Justice endorses this concept to remove the County Attorney pay 
from the state payroll and turn it entirely over to the counties. However, DoJ 
will work with the County Attorneys Association and MAC0 to fine tune this 
concept and hopefully arrive at a proposal everyone can support.. 
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