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2004 Closed Cases 2004 Age, Ethnicity and Gender 

Brief Extended 
Advice Service Service Total 

Consumer 534 99 34 667 
Education 
Employment 
Family 
Juvenile 
Health 
Housing 
Inc. Maint. 
Ind. Rights 
Misc 
Total 

Under 18 18-59 60 + Totals 
Asian or P.I. 0 9 0 9 

Black 0 27 0 27 
Hispanic 4 651 46 70 1 

Native American 7 497 49 553 
White 34 2992 246 3272 
Other 6 1 59 8 173 

Advice includes Reasons Closed A. C, D, and E 
Brief Service includes Reasons Closed B and K 
Extended Service includes Reasons Closed F, G, H, I and J 

Age 60 and Over 

Totals 51 4335 349 4735 

Women 
Total 

Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 

Calendar Year 

Age 60 & Over 

Summary of Statistical Information 
Total Cases Opened in 2004 4,811 Total MLSA 4361 92% 
Total Cases Remaining Active as of 111105 1,368 Total PA1 374 8% 
Total Hours 18,993 Total Cases Closed in 2004 4,735 100% 
Total # of People Helped (Closed Cases Only) 11,697 Total Hours Donated by PA1 3485.84 



2005 Closed Cases Summary of Statistical Information 

Consumer 
Education 
Employment 
Family 
Juvenile 
Health 
Housing 
Inc. Maint. 

Advice 
444 

Brief Extended 
Service Service 

51 24 
0 0 
6 6 

383 160 
2 2 
4 0 

22 17 
64 36 

Total 
51 9 

Ind. Rights 44 11 1 56 
Misc 101 37 57 195 
Total 2485 580 303 3368 

Advice includes Reasons Closed A, C, D, and E 

Brief Service includes Reasons Closed B and K 
Extended Service includes Reasons Closed F. G, H. I and J 

2005 Total Requests for Services to date 5,180 
Total Cases Opened in 2005 4,006 
Total Cases Remaining Active as of 0612005 2,034 
Total # of People Helped (Closed Cases Only: 9,303 

# of DV cases closed 
# clients served over age 60 

Private Attorney lnvolvement 

Total MLSA 3084 92% 
Total PA1 284 8% 
Total Cases Closed in 2005 3,368 100% 
Total Hours Donated by PA1 1874.5 

"Stats as of 9/22/05. 



[Big Horn County 12,4391 3,6321 4,5471 6,3441 29.2% 



Montana Legal Services Association Regulation Number 401 

Helena, Montana March 09,2005 

MAXIMUM INCOME STANDARD FOR ELIGIBLE CLIENTS 
(Fact Sheet) 

Montana Legal Services Association is a non-profit corporation organized by the 
State Bar of Montana for the purpose of furnishing legal services to the indigent. 
Income eligibility standards for receiving services from the Association are: 

LSC I MLSA Poverty Guidelines 

125% Level 187.5% Level** 

Size of Family Unit 

OVER 8 - add per person 

Annual 

$ 11,963 

16,038 

20,113 

24,188 

28,263 

32,338 

36,413 

40,488 

$ 4,075 

Monthlv 

$ 996.92 

1,336.50 

1,676.08 

2,015.67 

2,355.25 

2,694.83 

3,034.42 

3,374.00 

$ 339.58 

Annual 

$ 17,995 

24,057 

30,170 

36,282 

42,395 

48,507 

54,620 

60,732 

$ 6,113 

Monthlv 

$ 1,495 

2,005 

2,514 

3,024 

3,533 

4,042 

4,552 

5,061 

$ 509 

125% to 187.5% Poverty Level - may be served i f  justified by one of the factors in MLSA Reg 
#401 (LSC Reg # 161 1). The reason (factor) must appear in the intake notes in PRIME. These 
cases must have executive director approval i f  considered for service beyond counsel and 
advice. 

**Above 187.5% Povertv Level - A person may be served even i f  that person's gross income 
exceeds 187.5% of the poverty level i f  that person's gross income is primarily committed to 
medical or nursing home expenses but requires prior, written approval of the director. 

OVER-INCOME FACTORS 
Factors which shall be used in the determination 
of the eligibility of clients &the maximum 
income level are: 
a) Government Program for the Poor 
b) Current income prospects; 
c) Medical expenses; 
d) Fixed debts and obligations; 
e) Employment Expenses 
f) Aged - Infirm 
g) Other factors 

Factors which shall be used in the determination 
of the eligibility of clients under the maximum 
income level are: 
h) Income Prospects 
i) Availability of Private Counsel 
j) Consequences to Client 
k) Excess Assets 
I) Other Factors 

1. Refusal of Job 

UNDER-INCOME FACTORS 
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Ratio of Closed Cases per 125% Poverty 
Population by County 

Less than 1 per 1,000 
1 -5per1,WO 51 - 100 per 1.000 

1 6 - l O p e r l , O M  101 - 250 per 1.000 
11 - 25 per 1.000 251 - 500 per 1.000 - 26 - 50 per 1,000 Over 500 per 1.000 

Less than 100 Persons below 125% Poverty Level 

Note: Income level is only m e  factor in determining 
d i i t  eligibility, set at or below 125% of the poverty 
level. See45 CFR Parts 1601-1644. 

Source: All Closed Cases - Montana Legal Services 
Program (2003); Geocoding Rate: 93% 
Demographic - U.S. Census Bureau (2000) 







Montana Legal Services Association 
2005 Annual Budget 

Revenue 
LSC 
LSC - Native American Unit 
LSC - Migrant Farmworkers Unit 
MT Justice Foundation (IOLTA) 
VAWA - Domestic Violence Unit 
DPHHS - Domestic Violence Unit 
Filing Fee Funds - Domestic Violence Unit 
AGIMCADSV TA Funds 
Altria 
Echoing Green 
LSC Website Grant 
LSC Video Conferencing Grant 
LSC Hotdocs Grant 
LSC Website Plus Grant 
LSC Shared IT Grant 
FLAC Grant 
Fort Peck Tribes 
NARFlNAlLS Grant 
Crow Tribal Contract 
IRS LlTC 
AmeriCorpsNlSTA 
Contracts 
Misc 

Total Revenue 

Revenue by Category 
Relatively Stable Funding 

LSC 
MT Justice Foundation (ILOTA) 
Filing Fee Funds - Domestic Violence Unit 

Not Available to MLSA in 2006 
VAWA- Domestic Violence Unit 
DPHHS - Domestic Violence Unit 
Echoing Green 
LSC TIG 

Fee for Service Revenue 
Fort Peck Tribes 
Crow Tribal Contract 
Contracts 

Funds for Special Project 
AGIMCADSV TA Funds 
Altria 
FLAC Grant 
IRS LlTC 
AmeriCorpsNlSTA 
NARFlNAlLS Grant 

Misc 
Total Revenue 

Amount Percent of Total Budget Notes 

$ 1,226,389 Includes funds earmarked for Native American and Migrant Units 
144,756 depends on interest rates on IOLTA accounts 
186,562 

$ 1,557,707 65.32% 

startup money; no longer available 
startup money; no longer available 

19.01% 

funds a parttime technical assistance attorney for the DV Unit 
funds an attorney in the DV Unit 
Missoula County and local bar grants 
funds a low-income taxpayer clinic 

DOJ funds for Native American Unit 
7.34% 


