VA’S Lack of Service, Dtscrlmmatwn and
Ambzvalence to Native Amerlcans in
Montana and South Dakota

Back in October we went to
two locations to provide Veterans
Service Officer work to Veterans in
the Cheyenne River Lakota and
Fort Belknap Nations.

This service was 'prompted
and a commitment was given by
the Veterans of the Vietnam War,
Inc. & The Veterans Coalition after
arequest from Post Commander of

Montana 01, Kim King' -and after- -

meeting with many members of the_

Color Guard of the Lakota Akicita

inDenver, Colorado in March.

River in South Dakota which is
located at Eagle Butte, SD and

were received with some disbelief -

as we actually turned up as we
committed and stated we would. It

soon became apparent to the VSQs

we brought with us that these
Native American Veterans were

NOT being serviced effectively-or = -

fairly.
We set about filling in claims
. and Veterans came from far and-
wide to spend time with the VSOs
and to provide stories and
paperwork in support of their
claims and their past denials. It was
an eye opening  experience for
these VSOs and within a few - hours
they were aghast at the shameful
treatment these Veterans had

Teceived. Litlle did they know

more horrific stories were.to come”
when we traveled to Montana.

I called and spoke with John
Schneider,
Liaison for the region based out of
Des Moines, lowa. I informed

him that we were in his territory

and told him what we were doing.
We informed him that there

was | NO- trust .at - all with any

Veteran of the adjudication process
from the VA. He told me to send
* him acopy of the claims we would
file and he would keep an eye on

Secretary Principi's’ -

. -thelrprogress Wedxdjustthat

- T called and spoke with Bill

-Bishop; Secretary Principi's

Liaison for the North West Region
and :again informed him that we
were..going to travel .into “his
territory and told him what we
were going to do.Again | informed
him that there was no trust at all
with any. Veteran with, the

adjudlcatron procéssfrom the} RA: W E g
‘the claims we have filed on behalf

. Ispoke with the Director of the
VAMC in Fort Harrison, MT and

‘ % whenasked by meabout the lack of
We started off at Cheyemne -

service and - discrimination he
stated quite clearly that there we
NO problems on any. of. the
Montana Native American

Reservations and that the Montana .
minority affairs person, Buck
. Richardson handled everything.  *

I met with Koryn Amold at the
VAMC in Fort Harrison and
discussed with her that the claims
would be coming through and that

we needed them to. be kept under

focus.

I met w1th the head of /

psychiatry Dr. Lanes in Fort
Harrison - regarding Kim King's
connection and treatment and in
hindsight I should have requested
more time and discussed much
more. Dr Lanes seemed very
helpful and had Veterans as his

focus. I will be sure to rectify this -
situation during my visit in
- December.

We will see what their attitude
is! I can only wonder what their
reaction will be, one of

{ambivalence and unaccountablhty _

or one of let's get this right and put
the Veterans FIRSTas it should be.

It is quite comical that Kim
King was-treated-as a pest prior-to
our first visit and fﬁen'a%er we
completed the VSO work on our

second visitatFort Belknap and we -

visited Fort Harrison, Buck
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Richardson chdsed him down to
offer him a position as a  Tribal
Veterans Representative. ‘What a
change -in " attitude! He also has
offered-Mel Doney, The Veterans
of the Vietnam War; Inc. & The
Veterans ‘Coalition Post. Montana
01 Secretary -a similar position -
strange how this has all happened
aﬁer our Visits.

“If methmg else, apart from all

of Veterans, we have the VA in
Montana shook up and one has to

-ask if they:are in a-panic, why are

they and what have they got to
cover their backsides for? .

‘We will follow these claims to

~ensure- a fair and impartial

adjudication is given.

In October I had the Veterans
of the Vietnam War, Inc. & The

- Veterans Coalition National
" Executive Director,

Nancy
Verespy call Secretary Principi's
Office to request a meeting with
him. to discuss this pathetic
situation in South Dakota and
Montana at the hands of the VA.

.Finally on the 24th of November

SECRETARY PRINCIPI
DECLINED any such meeting and
one can only assume from this that
he is not concerned with this
shameful treatment of
VETERANS.

~ The Veterans of the Vietnam
‘War, Inc. & The Veterans Coalition
is here with VETERANS first as

" Qur Vision and Mission state and

many in South Dakota and
Montana have stated we are what

- the region needs to shake up a

system that is not working . for
Native American Veterans. ‘

REMEMBER VETERANS! -
Remember in the last Veteran

- Leader story “Westward HO”

when we traveled to -Fort Belknap
and were involved in a Buffale
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" Feast and Charter presentation,
several of the VA staff accepted our
invitation to attend, however the

Director sent Buck Richardson

only to check out who these people
were and what were they about.
They surely know now who we are
and that we are here for
VETERANS ‘

= ‘We are settmg up Umted
Veterans Beacon Houses in
Montana after being requested to
do so.by Neelima Pradham and
Bonnie Parrett of the Fort Harrison
VA As they stated there is a great

need for such programs and we will

live up to OUR commitments.

During November we had the
opportumty to meet up - with
Wilbert and. Barbara Forbes: DAV

Maryland and we had brunch with -

them at the Bolling Air Force Base.
It was a great ‘time and: very
informative. While exiting the
mess I came across the- followmg
quote we allneedtolive by: ..

“Whatever happens to me, 1t is

going to be the result of action not

inactionand drifting ...

Col. Réynal . Bonmg1877-1918

~N
. Let us all work together for thej

(\betterment and improved quality of

ife of ALLVETERANS.
The ‘next story will be-about

‘fnrther outreach the Veterans.ofithe
- Vietnam’ War, Inc. & The Veterans

Coalition are pr0v1d1ng See You
Then‘ : oo

Peter Forbes

National Commander VVnW Inc
& The Veterans Coalition

Get involved with a passmn

Toll F ree Numbers F or Contactmg the VA

| VA Benefits: 1- 800 827 1000
~* Education *Home Loan ¢ Disability - « Medical Care

e Burial

L1fe Insurance

e Sexual Trauma

Life Insurance: 1_-800-6.6_9-8477 '-

* Education (a1 Bill): 1-800-442-4551

Health Care Benefits: 1- 877 222 8387

Income Verlﬁcatlon and Means Testmg 1- 800 929 8387

Mammography Helphne 1-888- 492 7844

Gulf War/Agent Orange Helphne 1- 800 749 8387

Status of Headsto’n"e"s- and Markers:' 1-800—697-6947

- Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD): 1-800-829-4833 |

For health care services, contact your nearest VA Medical "F‘ac'ilit'y‘ =
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Report i'rom Robert “Kim” King P&

National Nctive American Veterans Coordinator

This: was my fi'st &wip as the
oﬁicxal National Ng:ive American
Vﬂznns ‘Coordinator for the
f'the Vieinam War, Inc,
Vct:mns Coalition, We

i ibe in Eagie ‘Burte, South
Bak We spenl one week doing
ims for the vetersas there. We
saw: 100 people a~d tumed in
a J;romalely 8¢ caims. Whike
~we spoke with the Tribal
Chnmmn on the horeless veieran
(15 We ‘aisc presented &
War on Terr:nsm coin 1o
family-of Sheldor Hawk Eagle,
avetcmafmc 1015 Awborne and
sember. of 11e Cheyenne
ioux Tribe. :le was killed
ckhawk crast:  The aircraft
wasshotdown in Ira:

We also particip: Ied in a Walk
witl a Tribal Memer who was
returning 10 Iraq. Th walk was ten
Blocks o a-scrvice trce called the
Tree.olefe Eacli riember of the
fribe who is sent 1 war tes &
yeilow Tibbor: on the 'ree and when

retorn from woar they have
another-walk and thir personally
retricve their ribbon from the tree
as-'._,_\symbol of therr -etwrn. Afler
each of thesc event: ey have a
feed and 2 ceremony for the
weferan,  The tree of life came
about'when the war - tarted and the
pcoplcofthz. tribe we re putting out
yellowribbans. Thev got together
and'decided 1o have . histree in the
center of the town i Eaple Butte
where they \'«01.35 put vellow
ribbons on this rec.  The story of
thic tree s interesting - the e was.
cutdown, ¢ whole di:3 and the tree
was placed in the ccater of the
town, There are no roots but yet
the tree continues o grow and
flourish- anc esch persom who
léaves and ther rtums has a
special ceremony the e,

The people we I ed claims for
on. the reservation were very
surprised that we weould come and
dothisitype of servic: for them and

| 1o the Choyenne River

a lot of them were cautious. Even
when we showed. up, cven afterall.
of the plans, phone calls and letters
back and forth, they still didli’t
believe we were there. 2
pulled inin the van with
Other orgenizations in.th
have not gone out of their way "
help these peopicin this manner.

We were.given star quilts from.
the tribe as a special thank you for
aur services. Thert are probablysio
two star quilts that dre:ider
either in.design or color or.in the:
quilting stitch pattern: “The ongs:
made for the military people:

rcmmmg from duty or for those:
-who have donc something specia

for veterans ‘may have -eagle
feathers on them. A traditional
story af the “Give Away
begianing is of the man whose son-
was gravelyill. The men prayedto
the Creator for his son's retum.to.
health, promising, the Creaior that:

he would . show great gmumde-iiﬁ

his son were spared. Upon his.
SON's recovery, the man gave away:
horses, harmesses;, farm
irmplemcats, buggies, u;nsandwall’
lenls. Peuple came - miles

around W receive these gifts: and_"
the man killed several cattie to feed

them., Today's Native Americans

carry. onthe tradition of the ™C e

Away” inspired by the Si
tradition. The Lakota familics

encouraged to remcmber and-
honor the ¢lderly, the widows; the.
orphans and the stranger. We were:

very honored by these gifts:

After this we left the
_Lh«:yenne River Nation &t Eagle

Butte and we werc invited 10 stopin
on our wayie attcnd the Black Hills
POWSWOW. We escorted-the
outgoing princess of the Cheycnne)
River Tribe in a giveaway
ceremony which is a great honor,
We did this with the Lakot
Akicita, We also participated in
the grand cntry at'the Black Hilla
POW=WOP, We escorted in the

new princess along with Senator:
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-activitics omg on
w;tha!l of thecampaijgns.

We went to the Big Hom
Batilefield. wh;t;pw’: tﬁ:kdedfﬁ
sofie young:
anothn veleran and asked him-to
join the VVnW & The Vetzrans
Coalition,  ARer another jong day
we stayed in Hardin, Montana.
Because ofthe elections:there was
no facility for us to-set-up: to help
veterang: v_-lcclmmssowcdtdwim
then: ‘moved on 1o Billings,
Montana.




We had van troi:ble so by the
time we left there at i | a.m. we had
a call from one of oi:r members in
New York that there was a veteran
in Lewistown, M ontana that
needed our services. So we plotted
out on the map that w= would travel
to Lewistown and as we were
looking through som« of our notes
we found that therc was an elder
lady of the Lakota tribe, a U.S.
army nurse who had also served
during World War iI. She was
injured in a truck accident where
she was run over and was disabled.
She needed cur help. We detoured
forty miles out of our way to get to
Lewistown. We went to
Lewistown, took care of the
veteran and we alsc: found other
Vietnam veterans thazt we assisted.
One of those vets fol:owed the van
to the restaurant where we stopped
for something to cat and we
assisted him there.

We talked to the :ounty sheriff
who was also a Viernam vet. He
took us to the ladv'. house. She
lives alone in a handicapped
accessible home, is i a wheelchair,
87 years old, and is -etting only a
20% disability from the VA. Her
son would check cn her once a
week. She was very satisfied with
what she was getting from the VA
and didn't realize that because of
her injuries she wz: eligible for
more services anc possibly a
higher percentage rate for
complication. We heclped her and
hopefully she will g::t an increase
before it is too late.

From there we c.ntinued on to
Fort Belknap, Montana. We
arrived there late in the aftermoon
and we decided that Peter and the
guys would go to Chinook to get
their room this it probably the
closest hotel but it is ~0 miles away
from the reservation. The next day
we started on filing «::aims for four
days. We saw a 10C plus veterans
and of those 1 00 plus neople we got
65 70claims that we: 2 submitted.

We left Forr Belknap on
Saturday morming. Peter had
made contact with = veteran who
was having probler:s because of
mistakes made by i»: VA when he

was in the hospital. On the way we
stopped in Havre, Montana and
Jeremiah did a claim for this guy.
He couldn't believe that we would
go out of our way to help him but
then he doesn't know Peter Forbes.

We then went on to Great
Falls, Montana where we arrived
late in the day. The next morning
about the 17th of October Peter
took Jeremiah to the airport at 4
a.m. for his trip back to New York.

After that we continued on to
Helena, Montana where we arrived
at4 p.m. some vacation! We went
to the VA Regional Office in
Helena, Montana to talk to Bonnie
Parrett.  She is the homeless
veteran coordinator and we talked
to her about the possibility of
starting a UVBH in Helena and
Harlem and she was very
supportive of it and told us it was
long overdue and would she would
be fully supportive of it. Talked
with Koryn Amold and told her
about the claims that would be
coming her way from veterans in
Montana and South Dakota and she
agreed to take personal care of the
claims that were submitted so that
they would be adjudicated
correctly and without
discrimination.

After we got done with these
meetings, 1 went over to talk with
Dr. Lanes the head of psychiatry in
Helena and he after consuitation he
changed my medication and it
seems to be helping me a lot. The
fog is lifted and I continue on the
medication that is really something
for high blood pressure (see more
information in the newsletter). We
then talked about veterans on
Native American reservations in
Montana and the lack of services
provided by the VA. He seemed to
wantto help.

After that meeting we left on
the long trip to go to Huntington,
West Virginia to work on the
United Veterans Beacon House
there for one week. After working
on the house in Huntington, we
returned to National Headquarters
in Pittston, Pennsylvania, Tired
just doesn't describe how we all felt

The Veteran Leader -~ Page 13

when we got to Pittston but it was a
good tired, a tired that made your
soul feel good.

After getting some laundry
done ] then traveled on to the VA
Hospital in New York state to work
with the VVnW VSO office to
work with Mike Ackerfeld and
Jeremiah Simpson where I would
work on veterans claims and obtain
on-the-job training. I spent two
weeks with these people and
learned a lot.

Also while I was in New York,
1 visited the Shinnecock Nation on
Long Island and did some outreach
for the VVnW and Veterans
Coalition and also spent a weekend
there as the guest of a Vietnam
veteran and his family. Imet Susan
Soto there. She is a veteran and
handles some of the veteran's
affairs on the Nation. She is the
one who set me up to meet the
veteran and his family that I stayed
with. He ran Johnnies Smoke
Shop and I was their guest. They
bave connections to the Pawnee
Tribe. 1participated in a traditional
healing sweat to pray for all of the
veterans and all of the people that
are affected by PTSD. 1 met
Bobby Onco, a LRP, Army Ranger
and all of that other good stuff and
by his being on the cover of a
newspaper during Wounded Knee
occupation in 1973 by the
American Indian movement he
was cut off from the VA
compensation that he had been
receiving. 1 will explore this
further.

After this I left New York on
November 10th and went via
Amtrak to Washington, D.C. for
the Veterans Day Activities. We
worked at an information stand for
the VVnW & The Veterans
Coalition and attended the
ceremonies atthe Wall.

On November 12th, along
with other members of the VVnW
& The Veterans Coalition, we
visited Bethesda Naval Hospital to
see the Marines that were
hospitalized there from Iraq. It
was a very emotional event as we
talked to the wounded Marines.
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gave them a special i
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special tool forme tc
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care for veterans., I
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We went back i
work on the

Huntington,

week. Thisis

working on a
UVBH 1 dicn't ha:
anything when 1 st

any skills at
got to the
and out that I
rack mule.

2 gallons of

the third floor
:1 of the other
when vou are
m the ground
or. It was a
for me to be
who really
‘orked with a
a homeless
ot from him,
apletely out,

. painted and
4 project that

Now | know

ther veterans
the dedication that 1
these things togetis

v have to put

. We are
: veterans but

T our ime Is

fed, we slept

“"VBH and all

All our

services would be worth $20-$50
per hour. I would like anybody

else, some of the other people who

hold high offices in other posts and
people in other organizations, I
would like to have them come for a
week and work with us to see what
we are really doing. It gives youa
really good feeling to put out your
sweat and manual labor into a
project for the positive. Any one of
us is just two paychecks from being
homeless - anyone in America is
not too far from being homeless.

We left Huntington exhausted
but feeling that we accomplished a
great deal. We went back to
Washington, D.C. to drop off Loy
Simith from Louisiana. We had
quite a mixture of people working
onthe project.

We then went on to Norfolk,
Virginia where we presented a
charter to Post VA-05 in Norfolk.
Lawrence Collins is the
commander there and has been
working hard to get the post to this
point. We were also looking for
support and a building so that we
can get another UVBH going down
there because there 1s a large
homeless veteran population and
there is a great need for a UVBH
there.  We could help a lot of
homeless veterans there. We could
help a lot of veterans to get back on
their feet, get their claims filed and
eventually get back to their
families.

After the charter presentation
we went back to Pittston,
Pennsylvania, the International
Headquarters of the Veterans of the
Vietnam War, Inc. & The Veterans
Coalition where I spent a few days
working in the National Office.
The experience of working in the
National Office found me doing
many different things answering
the L,hone following up on claims
we filed in Montana and South
Dakota, stringing the Christmas
lights on the building, loading the
tratler, making dream catchers and
onand on.

celebrated Thanksgiving
with Peter Forbes and Nancy
Verespy and their family and
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friends. I did a blessing before the
dinner. A friend was in attendance
and she has cancer. She has been
desperately waiting for her white
cell count to go up so when we
passed around my eagle feather she
asked that her counts would go so
that her treatments could proceed.
She didn't say anything about what
she prayed for. The next day she
called and told us that when she
went back to the hospital her
counts were good and her
treatments could proceed. She
credited her prayer with the eagle
feather. I was very thankful that I
could spend my time with my
friends at Thanksgiving.

On Sunday we left for
Montana on our way to the
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe to
present the post charter for SD-01.
While there we were checking out
buildings and things for a UVBH,
and a wet shelter for veterans on the
street because of alcohol or drugs
or just nowhere to go. We were also
looking at the possibility of getting
a women's UVBH on the
reservation. While there Peter and
1 participated in aceremonial sweat
lodge to pray for VVnW, for the
new posts, for the post members
and also for the members of the
VVnW & The Veterans Coalition
National and all its membership.
We prayed for unity and strength
for the VVnW & The Veterans
Coalition. We prayed for people
that are trying to destroy the
VVnW & the Veterans Coalition.

While we were in there
praying one of my prayers was that
I don't have the strength to hate
people, I don't have the strength to
have any enemies, but 1do pray for
people like that. 1 pray for people
who hold a lot of hate. I pray for
people that have enemies. 1 pray
for people who think they are my
enemies. The reason I pray this
way is so that I can be strong and
they can be strong with the hope
that one day they will take all of
their negative energy and put it into
something positive. 1 pray that one
day they will eventually come back
and put all of their negativity and
hate to some positive so that the



VvaW will Zrow stronger Ipray
that they would be . force in the
fiiture for all of our veterans all
overtheworld allthe new velerans

that are beipg made svery day in
Iraq. Every df people are
wounded, cvery do we gef new
veterans.

My travels startd on the 29th
of September, 206 and I have
been with thx National

Commander and oth =+ pecple since
that time aad om-a <zily basis and

onmy travels thro
for: many miles b
travels 90% cfthe
nin into in other
didn't know that % /oW & The
Veterans Coalition sxisted and
because of the traiie: and all of the
adve ,semems we wave on our

who now know

many states
all of these
rans that we

:mst. ' The

ogram of puttmg th.c orange bags
prgeﬂmr is a real bvip. We make
people know ot e Military
SupportPaskages o1 THE TOops.

T would like & thank Psier
Forbes, the Nations’ Commander
of the Veterars of t‘a.c., Jiemarn War,
Inc. & The Veterars Coalition for

-1a1t a post in
ame to get it
charger in
- *Lc Naticnal
peonle I

encouragl me tu -
2002 It ‘u')OKaIOh

going:and we got
2 4, T'was asked
Pornander and ¢

the VVoW & Cosali.

cn wba‘t can

tb' ‘organization da or the Mative

- an? How cau we help the
Native American?

After our trip i the Denver

Ma.rchPOW*WOV‘ we picked up
approximately 100 r:embers from
the Cheyenne River Tribe. I

contacted Peter “orbes, the
National Command:~. and icld him
that Twould like to <. claims on the
Indian reservation. Fer capits,
Native: Americans :erved more

than any other ethnic roup and per

capita they arec the most
underserved veteran- inthe United
States. With thc " J{mﬂ Board
members giving Pui -+ Torbes and
others the okay to g west and do

these claims they vz able Lo see

fimst-hand how underserved these.
people are. This would fill a need.
that{ndians have.

We did two reservations 160
claims there are nirie nations in
South Dakota and if we went. to
these other reservations we could.
pick up at least 50-60 claims at
gach place. We just didn't have:
time to do any more: on this Tip.
We {illed a need that no one else
was willing to work on.

in the state of Montana they:
have what they call Tribal Veteran.
Representatives (TVR) right out of
frz regicnal nffice run by Buck
Richardson wha started in:
approximately in 2001, My
exporience with the TVR program:
1s we have two tribel members,.
Virginia Cochran and George Snell.
whe is a Vietnam vet, that were:
appointed by the Tribal Council to-
be the representatives for veterans,
Four or five claims were
successfully administered by these:
peopie and the VA came 10 Fort
Belknap from Washingfon, DC'imn
earky 2002 or 2003 and they talked
ghout how successful these people.
were, how much they appreciated.
fhem and what a good job they
wers doing.

After the VVaW & The
Veterans Coslition came: through:
and got these 60-70 claims the heat
iz oo new om the Minority
Coordinator at the VA regional
office because so many claims
were put in the VVaW,  The
secretary of MT-01, Mel Doney
whose husband was a Vietnam
Veteran who died in-a car accident
in 2003, has agreed to be the
secretary for MT-01.  While I was:
out fraveling and getting my
upc*icncc the TVR program has.

ked Me! 1o become a TVR for

1*0!1 Belknap so ! think because of
what 1 did because of the YVaW
visit and clatms taking, the people.
within the TVR are trying to take
my secrelary away from the post
and I am not really sure what they.

are trying to do. What is the point?
Theyv must be threatened by the.
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positionasaTVR.

'wuuldbcsqrved. W‘ ' wcnﬂm

VVnW &the Veterans Coalition.
During m

visit to the Fon
Hasrison VA T'was4 .
by Buck: Ric '

Algo, when we were leavin eavinig
Eagle Butte South Dakota the
was anotxce mme DmmondAcafé

enrollm:nt, sér\v'lc:e~ connectxon,
claims processing:and more would
be covered and refreshments

othier orgnmzauen snch as: fhe VA

or-other organization but: if they
wmﬂd_,dohalfasmuchias_we chdor

maybc we: could get: somemmgs
done here. Get some:people taken
care of, get some people off the
Streets.




