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There are two stages in an Environmental Assessment in BC 
Pre-Application refers to period of time after a project enters the process, but 
before an Application has been submitted. 

The object of the Pre-Application phase is to develop the Terms of Reference 
(TOR) for the Application that is to be submitted at the Application Stage. 

TOR determines the information requirements for the Application document. 

It is important to understand that the TOR does not define or limit the scope of the 
environmental assessment at the Application Stage. 

Under our process scope remains open: A proposed project's impacts are 
assessed as far a field as they are predicted to occur during the review 
process 

No legislated timelines apply to the Pre-Application. 

During the Application Review stage, legislated timelines apply as on the right 
hand side of the figure. 

However these timelines can be suspended if new facts and potential impacts 
come to light in the course of the review that must be assessed. 



The Lodgepole Coal Mine Proposal triggers the Britis 
Columbia Environmental Assessment Act since thc 
proposal is a new coal mine with a production cap; 
greater or equal to 250,000 tonnes per year of clea 
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The Lodgepole proposal is and remains at Pre-Application Stage 
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EAO leads the EA process, and coordinates the involvement of the key 
review participants. 

Federal and Provincial review participants as well as the Proponent, as 
well as BC local governments, First Nations and Public are always 
invited to participate 

Because of the Lodgepole proposal's proximity to the border with the 
US, the State of Montana as well as the US Federal Government have 
also been invited to participate, and are participating. 
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Working group established at the beginning of the pre-application 
stage is used to facilitate input, and Montana, US federal and 
Montana based Tribe representatives are particpating. 

WG identifies issues and information requirements throughout the EA 
process 

Provides the proponent with technical review and advice 

Works with the Proponent to resolve issues 
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Pre-Application Stage 
Public were invited to comment on the 
Terms of Reference over 30 day comm 
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The public - including the Montana public -- is also invited to comment on the EA 
documentation both during pre-application and during the Application review stages 
(if the proponent submits an application that is acceptable to the EAO) 

The Lodgepole project underwent a 30 day public period in January 2007; the 
period for receiving comments from the Working Group was extended 30 days for 
US federal agencies to provide additional comments. 

The Proponent is currently reviewing the comments received during this period and 
developing responses. 

Comments are posted to the EAO website; responses will be posted once they are 
completed. 

The public- including the Montana public -- will once again be invited to comment 
on the Lodgepole Application over a period of 60 days, should the proponent 
submit an application meeting the necessary requirements of the EAO. 



First Nations Involvement 

EAO required to consult with the First Natil 
during all review stages. 
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Ktunaxa First Nation are the BC First Nation who may be impacted by 
the Cline Mine proposal. 

EAO and the Proponent work with the Ktunaxa Nation Council 
part of the working group 1 outside of the working group 
To seek their views and share information. 

Objective of this work is to identify any potential impacts to their 
interests or aboriginal rights and ensure that those impacts are avoided 
or mitigated. 
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Lodgepole proposal has also triggered a Fec 
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inada-BC Agreen nent 

Establishes cooperative Environmental 
Assessment process 
One project, one Environmental Assessment 
Cooperative process satisfies requirements of 
both federal and provincial legislation but both 
jurisdictions make their own respective decisions 
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2,428,114 hectares 
(94% of total Flathead) 

CS) Flathead River Basin 

Coal Land Reserve 

64 Mist Mountain Proposal Area* 

1-1 cline Intermst* 








