


WHAT IS A LAND TRUST?

Nonprofit
organization

Focus on private land
conservation

Voluntary conservation
agreements

Follows national
standards and practices

Community based

Multiple private and
public partners







What isn’t a
private land

conservation
easement?

It isn’t eminent domain

It isn’t condemnation

It isn’t a wilderness

It isn’t a wildlife refuge

It isn’t mandated public access
It isn’t anti-public access

It isn’t a property tax cut

It isn’t a loss of property right




Why do farmers/ranchers enter into
prlvate land conservatlon easements?
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Tax advantages. Federal income
tax deductions can be attractive. It
IS possible to zero out federal
iIncome taxes for up to 16 years.

Reduction in federal estate tax
exposure can be attractive. Easier
to pass farm or ranch to heirs.

Altruistic reasons. Family ranch,
family tradition, established bond
between family and the land.

Keep farming and ranching.
Conservation easements help keep
farmers farming and ranchers
ranching.










Think local.
Get Whitefish viewpoint.

State land easements should be
tied some way to open lands
statute for consistency.

Encourage/allow DNRC to
explore existing policy options
and opportunities.

“Define” easement holders: Must
follow LTA Standards and
Practices, must hold certain

amount of private land
easements, must be approved by
county planning department, etc.

Conservation easements can and
should complement, not replace,
traditional uses of state lands.

State land conservation
purposes have the potential to
Increase trust revenue, maintain
traditional uses, and enhance
community priorities.




