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Introduction 

well as other issues examined by the committee. Where 

WPlC made on Sept. 1 1 

Water Policy 

statewide policy as well as providing the data 

quality of life experienced by 
residents and visitors. 

derstood in a short time. 
t reflect recent court decisions and 

gram for the conservation, development, 
ose the most effective means by which these 

A. Recommendation: ~ake ' fhe  WPiC a ~errnanent interim committee. 

Quantity 8 Quality 

trolled Groundwater Area statutes need revision. 
petitions for CGWA could help guide MBMG studies. 

3. Finding: To comply with the federal Clean Water Act, the Montana Department of 
Transportation must obtain federal wetland credits when a highway project affects an existing 



wetland. 
4. Finding: A clear mechanism i s  needed for MDT to establish a water right to protect wetlands. 

A. Recommendation: Create a certificate of water riaht for aauatic resource activities 
carried out by the MDT in compliance with and as required by the federal Clean Water Act. 
[LC501 2). 

7. Finding: There is  a need for a 

and decision-making information. 

Government Issues 

ased on a six-year average. 

ions more complex. 

oved in 60 days, 28 percent within 120 days and 18 

all exempt wells are reported to DNRC. There appears to be discrepancy 
between the number of wells reported to DNRC, the MBMG, and the number of subdivision lots 
with exempt wells recorded by the DEQ. 
7. Findina: The DNRC is coordinatina with other aaencies to improve exempt well trackina and 



will start reauirina more information on the notice of completion, includina flow rate and volume. 

A. Recommendation: 'The aaencies should continue workina to increase the accuracy of exempt 
well reportina. 

Water Use Enforcement 

3. Finding: There are several options available to wat 

4. Finding: The DNRC and county attorneys have limite 
illegal water use. 
5. Finding: As stated in the Constitution, the waters of 
i t s  people. t m t - t h  use of those waters i s  a priva 

enforceable decrees is  a major 

quire a permit for a well with a maximum appropriation of 35 
xceed 10 acre-feet a year, except that a combined 

systems is appropriate in many parts of Montana and the use of public water and sewer systems 
is  not always feasible, practical, or affordable. 
3. Finding: Statewide, the DNRC estimates that exempt wells, including stock and domestic wells, 



represent less than 5 percent of total consumption. 
4. Finding: In some areas, particularly those in closed basins that are experiencing population 
growth, there are concerns about the effect of exempt wells on water quantity and the effect of 
individual septic systems on water quality. 
5. Finding: DNRC records show 38,372 exempt well certificates since 1991 when the 35 gpm, 10 
acre feet a year limit was implemented. 
6. Finding: DNRC estimates that by  2020, there could be between 32, 
additional exempt wells. 

8. Finding: DNRC records show that there are thousa 
most common include domestic (75%), stock watering ( 
(6.5%), commercial (2.6%), multiple domestic (1.9%), 
recreation-related purposes (1.7%). 
9. Finding: Domestic and multiple domestic purpose aut 
lawn irrigation per household. Therefore when the pur 

bout .22 acre-feet 
per year and much of that i s  non-consumptive. n season, a quarter 
acre lawn takes .55 acre feet annually. 

gate four acres with an 

acre of irrigation; Idaho is  18 

blic system may take longer and be more 

issues in areas where there is an increasing 

water systems and public sewer systems are preferable 
. But Installing public water and sewer systems at the time 

the homeowner. 

mnunity as well as the local governments, DEQ, DNRC and FWP. The 

ects, however most are aimed at repairing existing systems. 
19. Finding: The INTERCAP Loan Program is available for water and sewer projects. The variable-rate 
loan must be repaid within 15 years or the useful life of the project, whichever is less. Over the last 
decade the average interest rate has been 4.1 %. 
20. Finding: The Renewable Resource Loan Program has historically provided loam for municipal 



water and wastewater proiects. Loam may be made to improve water use efficiency and water- 
related proiects that improve water quality. Rates are set by the Legislature and recently h e  been 
between 4% and 5%. Although if is possible that many projects could qualify for a loan under this 
program, a revision to the statute would clarify that extemion of existing water and sewer systems as 
well cn new water and sewer systems would qualify for loans. 

A. Recommendation: local aovernment subdivision reaulations should include a requirement that 

government. f LC50221 




