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What is a water right? 

~ State of Montana owns all water in Montana 
~ A water right is a right to put water to 

beneficial use 
~ Prior Appropriation Doctrine: 1 st in time 1 st 

in right 
~ Water rights are property rights. 
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Adjudication History 



HB22 Statutory Requirements 

.. Funding mechanism 
~ Set benchmarks 
~ Set reporting requirements 

EQC Quarterly Report 
~ Benchmarks 

~ Basin Priorities 

.. Fiscal Report 





Graduated Purposes 
.,. Commercial 

0-100 ac ft -- $10 
100-5000 ac ft -- $500 
> 5000 ac ft -- $1000 

~ Industrial -
0-1000 ac ft -- $10 
1000 - 4000 ac ft -- $500 
>4000 ac ft -- $1000 

~ Mlilln9 
0-1000 ac ft -- $10 
1000 - 4000 ac ft -- 500 
>4000 ac ft -- $1000 

~~ 
0-1000 ac ft -- $10 
1000 ac ft - 4000 ac ft -- $500 
>4000 ac ft -- $1000 

~ Power Generation 
0-100,000 ac ft -- $10 
100,000-1,000,000 ac ft -- $500 
> 1,000,000 ac ft -- $1000 

~ In Stream Flow 
No 20 water right cap 
0-50,000 ac ft -- $10 
50,000 - 1,000,000 ac ft -- $500 
> 1,000,000 ac ft -- $1000 









IDl Water Court 

* Regional Offices 

Enforcement Actions 

: COUNTIES 

1= ] RESERVATIONS 

Water Resources Division 
May 2009 
Montana State Plane NAO 83 

Basin Location and Adjudication Status 
10/07/2005 

Basin Boundary & Decree Status 

c=J Currently Examining 

~ Summary Report Issued 

c=J Not Yet Examined 

c=J Temporary Decree 

c=J Preliminary Decree 

Final Decree 



• 

JIll Water Court 

* Regional Offices 

• • • •• Enforcement Actions 

COUNTIES 

D RESERVATIONS 

Water Resources Division 
May 2009 
Montana State Plane NAD 83 

Basin Location and Adjudication Status 
5/21/09 

Basin Boundary & Decree Status 

c=J Currently Examining c=:J Temporary Decree 

.. Summary Report Issued c=J Preliminary Decree 

c:::=J Not Yet Examined Final Decree 



* 
D RESERVATIONS 

D COUNTIES 

•

' i111 -.- , Water Resources Division 
May 2009 
Mortana State Plane NAD 83 

2009 

Summary Report Projections 

Summary Report Projection Dates: 

2010 2011 2012 2013 

Tota' C'aims: 14,659 Tota' C'aims: 4,454 Tota' C'aims: 9,773 Tota' C'aims: 6,141 Tota' Claims: 8,271 

2015 

Tota' C'aims: 5,379 



Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 Area 6 A 7 Area 8 

Kalispell Regional 0fIIte Havre Regional 0fIIte GIasgoN Regional 0fIIte Missoula Regional 0fIIte Helena Regional Office LewIsIoNn Regional 0ftIc:e Ba1gs Regional 0ftIc:e 
109 CoopeatiIIeWify 210SixlhAverue m Sixth SIn.>et 50Jth bwI&Canry9qVgOt 1424NinthAIoe1ue 613 NE Mili\SuIIe E Aipat BusilI!Ss Park 
Suite 110 Havre. MT 59501 GIasgc7.v. MT 59230 16105.1hId srw, Helena. MT 59620 L.eM1oM'\ MT 59457 1371 ~Clrt\4e 
KaispeI. MT 59901 (406) 265-5516 (406)228-2561 Suill!103 (406) 44469':1) (406)538-7459 f!algs. MT 59105 
(406) 752-3267 MissoUa. MT 598X; (406) 247-441 5 

(406) 7214284 


