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Environmental Public Health Program 
The Environmelltal Public Health Program 
evaluates the possible ha.zards to human hualtll 
associated with tOXIC substances In the 
ellVlrOnmellt. Epidemiological studies and 
tOXicological risk assessments are used to evaluate 
human exposul·~lS to haz.arclous substances and 
potential health risks. Chemical contaminants can 
enter our environment fram emergency release. 
eventS. hazardOus wdste disposal, global transport, 
local deposition and other sources. 

Program objectives Include: 

• Develop intervention strategies to r;duce or eliminate chemical exposures of human 
11ealth concern 

• Foster two-way communication in order to address commlJl1ity concerns about 
contaminants 

• Provicle Information about the health risks associated With hazardous substances 

Programs and Activities 

Alaska Lead Surveillance Program 
Alaska Statewide Hair Mercury Biomonitoring Program 
Subsistence/traditional foods safety 
Response to hazardous substances emergency events 
Public health consultations at sites that contain hazardous substances 

Hot topics- What's new in the Environmental Public Health Program 

• Proceedings from conference, "Ingestion of Lead from Spent Amlnunition: 
Implications for Wildlife and Hum,~ns" 

The Environmenlal Public Health Program recently participated In a conference 
convened by The Peregnne Fund discussing the available research on the effects and 
Iisks of lead exposure (rom spenl bullet fragments. The Peregrine Fund, a 
conservatIOn group for birds of prey, convened the conference after a decade of 
research on wild California Condors in the Grand Canyon reqion of Am:ona revealed 
that lead t)xposure from spent ammunition IS the most Important factor irnpedlr1(J the 
fu!1 recovery of the species In the area. The research also suqge~,ted thai lead from 
spent ammunition could be a concern to people who eal game hdrvested With lead 
bullels or shot shells. 

Click here to find EPHP's contrrbution, "HuITwn Exposure to Lead from /IIT1rnUl1ltlon In 
the Circumpolar North" dnd here for the full conference proceedli'qs. 

• A Women'S GUide to Eat!'1(J FIS/1 In Alaska 

Alaska Fish Consumption GUidelines for women who are or Cil!1 become IJrefJllanl. 
nur~:;!nq mothers, and clilidren dCje 12 years and under dre now dVi\lldiJle. CliCk here 
for more Ir1forrni.llion. 

• la!geted Mercury f310mO!1ltofmQ PloJect in l~urJI A!w;kil 

rt1C EnVironmental Public HCdltl1 Program IS currently conducting a taJClcted I f10rcury 
b!omoilitoring project in rural Alaskrt The project dims to deten'llne It there IS d link 
between flSi1 consumption dnd h;w mercury levels In populations tIlat cat northern 
pike ThiS prolect IS being conducted In collaboration with the US F',sli dnd Wildlife 
Service \USFWS) and IS taking pillee in comrDunl1i':s on or near several n;'ltlonal 
wilcilife refuge.s throughollt Aiclska Rcsuits will t)e IlVdllable to the pul)I!C !n the fail of 
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;'000. Click here 101' USFWS <lncJ Environmental Public Health Program PIOjCct Ixt 
st'j(:.~0l~). 

For infornlatlon atJQut lead lostin~l :I! cili!clren. plea,;e click here. 

Fact sheets and information on common environmental health issues in Alaska 

Alaska Fish Facts and Consumplion GUidelines St:ile of AlasAa 
Arsenic· ToxIc Substances and D',';oase Registry (A rSDrn 
Arsenic MWllC/pallty of Anchorage 
Asbestos· Agency lor TOXIC Substances ;Jocl DistC'ase Registry (A TSDR) 
Carbon monoxide pOisoning, EnVIronmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Environmental cancers· American Cancer SOCfCtV 
"A Journey Into Cancer's Callses - Alaska Natives Ask about Cancer" 
. Siobhan Wescott, Alaska l'Jative Hedlth BOdrd (I:> I 1<El) 

Environmental dust - A!as/..a Department of Envlfonnwntal COllservalion 
Lead - Apency for TOXIC Substances ancl Disease fle{Ji3try (A TSDr?) 
Mercury· A{Jency for TOXIC Substances and Disease negis/ry (A TSDR) 
Mold· Centers for Disease Control allel Prevontlon (CDC! 
Mold· EnVironmental ProtectlOll Agency (EPA) 
Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers (PBDEs) . Agency fOI Toxic Substances af)(i 
Disease ReglstlY (A rSDRJ 
Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) .. Agencv for Toxic SulJs/ances and Disease 
Registry (A TSDf1) 
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) - Aqerlcy for Toxic Substances and 
Disf'dse RegistlY {A TSDR} 
Tetrachloroethylene (PERC) - Agency for TOXIC Subs/alices and Disease Registry 
(A TSDRJ 
Volcano facts - State of Alaska 
Volcano facts - US. Geolo(]!cal Survey (USGS) 
Volcano facts - Alaska Volcallo Observatory 
Wildfire smoke - Slate of Alaska 

Don't see your topic? Click here for a link to all Slate of Alaska Section of Epidemloloqy 
Bullptins 

Environmental Public Health Program Staff· check out wllo works in the program, what they 
(Jo. Clnd ilOW to contact them 

Public Comments and Questions 

The Environmental Public Health Proqram welcomes 
comments and qllestions from the public. F'lease U~;e this 
form to send us youI' comments or questions. Th;lnk you. 

The publiC IS ('f1courdqeci to COl1t;lCt ttl!} En'nconmenl;.d PutJllc 
He;lllh Prunr;\!T1 'NIII1 ill"y qllw,tlon,; tlley rn!qht have rcq;trdll19 
cnvlronrncntdl ~1uaah I~~~)ues, 

Other Links of Interest 

~\1aliy other ;:;~edilJ!c Cr1viron!11entd! nCdith re~)our(es ;Jr8 
(lvallab:e Onl!r18, ~tnd indIviduals scek.lnq goner(JI !nforrr!a!!on 
about h(~dith "Inri the environment drc U1COllrdgecJ to LiKe 
il(Jvantaqc ot the tollowil~q useful :;;tes: 

r~~J('nc'i ior r())(!( Su!Jslarv;c:;; ('tI1d DI:' e\'l~J~ r-1C(~fr;!~y 

JnC"!iUCS . Tu:.::FAC)s" (net 5f i ee!s :hr/{ ~jescr:l)e tt:e h(\uth eftect5 of ha.'t:1!cious 
~;'L :'J,':~ t;:ViCc}S 

ExToxl'Jet (The EXtension TOXicology NETwork) 
In(:;;)(ios f,'te{ s/;eets for the o(Jvifonrnontd:( ,Uh.1 hun~;T~ ht:lJ;'th effects of pes(cf(ies. 
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anci explanatlOlls of goneral environmental toxicology concepts. 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
The Stilte of Alaska Oepatill1ont 01 Envrrollmental COllservatlOn 
CDC/NCEH 
The Centers lor 0ls(>aso Controi and F'reventlon. Nat'ona! Conter for r:·nVlronmental 
Health 

S!:!i(' ;,~r ,.1,:,\ ,1'1; /.\!-l"f...,l°F'ln;)('Or HOI:'C'l Den:I'..''':;:·)! H!:,.j!lh n\;;"t1~'j~: ,j!H! 11-; 

FII"n11,.; 11)'< ~d U' 1'1('1" 'nt ')"r\'I''''' H "tii!' (' lr,"\ (;cn 'f'(" Il' 'Ill" "I~~!i(:\' (!rll',:\' ott.;!"I,!(jron'·, ~.;'-I\I\>'<~ 
, .j '/. '. \;:;[:;1(; t~":~)!~;;;;;1:';;': ; \r}'i:i;I'lt~";';~:~'ll'(!I" ':'A~;l~(>;:~ ':;r'~.;';>''':t.~p,t)(.,,) :~"I~·., (> 

H·Qt~~:, j"\d,IIC r~l)tl;,.)S I'.;,lc ~~C'Hctl I i .. ink', t~)r ·~!,df: Ef" Icr~I:JI"\)'/ \~,:;t}qlaS((':1 : Hi{,~.)\:; CU1IHI"t') 
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Public Health Consultations at Sites That Contain Hazardous Substances 
(ATSDR Cooperative Agreement) 

The Environmental Public Health Program collaborates with ATSDR (Aqency for Toxic 
Substilnces anrJ Disease Re9isllY) to il(Jdress concerns related to contarnlilalits In 
communities, These heallh consultations consieler Ihe levels of h,lZarclous substances at a 
site, whether people migtlt be exposed to contaminants i1nd by what pal hWilYS, and wllat 
harm the substances might calise to rleople, Specific recornrnenddtlons are developed to 
address any ieJentified haz,Hd, 

Durlllg site-related activities, community meetings are held in order to shdre health-related 
Information, listen to community concerns, and Incorporate community knowledge into the 
decision-making process, 

ATSDR has posted all Ilealth assessments ilnd consultations for the State of Alaska on the 
following webSite: 
www,atsdr,cdc,gov/HAC/PHA/HCPHA,asp?State=Alaska 

What is ATSDR? 

ATSDR, nle Agency for Toxic Substances ilnd Disease Registry, IS a federal public health 
agency involved with hazardous waste Issues, It is responsible lor preventing or redUCing the 
harmful effects of exposure to hazardous substances on human health and quality of life 
The agency is responsible for addressing the health·related parts of lhe1980 Superfund law 
and other laws that protect the public from hazardous wastes and envll'Onrnental spills, 

Other federal agencies like the L), S, EnVironmental Protection Agency, states, and local 
governments may request ATSDR's help with a site, such as In cases of accidental spl!ls or 
releases, ATSDR usually conducts public health assessments and health consultations to 
determine whether people have been exposet1 to environmental contaminants at high 
enough levels to Impact lheir health and welibelllfj, 

ATSDR IS b;:\sed in Atlanta, GeorgiA, 'With 10 regional offices and an office In Washington, 
D.C, The agency has cooperative agreements with 23 states, including Alaska, to prOVide 
technical assistance to state public health employees conducting site-related public health 
assessments or health consultations, health studies, and health edUCiltion 

More information about ATSDR is available online at wWW.atsdr,cdc.gov, ATSDR also 
prOVides comprehensive information on individual11fuardous substances in Its Toxicological 
Profiles and ToxFAOs databases, 

If you are interested In i1 public health consultation or assessment for your community, 
please contact Lori Vcrbrufjfje eilher by phone (907 ·269-8086) or email 
(Iori. verbrugge@alaska,gov) 
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