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Re: Consideration oflegislative review of Montana County Weed Control Act 
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The Montana Weed Control Association and the Montana Association of Counties in 
cooperation with Montana Department of Agriculture respectfully submit a request for 
legislative review of the Montana County Weed Control Act, as'codified in title 7, 
Chapter 22, Part 21 M.C.A: 

The act establishes specific duties and responsibilities for the control of noxious weeds, 
however enforcement is difficult, inconsistent and of questionable Constitutionality. The 
three entities listed above recognize that while this act has largely remained unchallenged 
in court, there are many issues with the current wording in the act and our organizations 
feel the act will require a complete and unbiased review. We feel that EQC participation 
and leadership win be essential to providing sound policy decisions and direction that 
would result in proposed legislation to address the problem areas of the Weed Act. 

There are many wording changes and issues with the current act we would like to see 
reviewed, but some of the more important ones include: 

:P The Constitutionality of the compliance process 
~ The level and sources of funding needed by counties to enforce the act 
:P The enforcement of violations as part of the duties of county weed coordinators 
:P The fact that many counties in Montana are not engaging in any sort of 

enforcement of noncompliance 
~ Organic farming and ranching issues 
~ Incorporated municipalities interfacing with county weed programs 
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We realize that EQC has a significant workload during this interim but it is our hope that 
EQC would give serious consideration incorporating a review of this act in your work 
plan for the current interim. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call me with further infonnation. 
Thank you very much for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Blattie, Executive Director, Montana Association of Counties 

And on behalf of: 

Dave Schulz, MACa Representative. Montana Weed Control Association 


