
GWIP Project Area: Hamilton Area, Ravalli County 

Conversion of historically irrigated land to subdivisions and rural residential properties 
has aeated concem about over-taxation of the aquifer. Increased density of septic 
drain fields and land use conversion has raised questions about water quality and the 
hydrologic affects of this inaeasing conversion to residential property. 

This investigation will focus on determining the lithologic controls governing the 
availability of groundwater in the valley through drilling and coring. Aquifer tests and 
water chemistry sampling/analyses at shallow and intermediate depths in several 
locations will be used to determine the hydrogeologic framework and the aquifer 
wtnerability to over-taxation and contamination. The ground-water flow model would 
focus on the potential depletion effects on small streams as well as the possible impacts 
of groundwater movement caused by new development in the area. 

For more information regarding this project, please contact: 

John Wheaton 
Team Leader/Hydrogeologist 
406.496.4848 
jwheaton@mtech.edu 
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The- 200112008 Water Policy Interim Committee (WP1C) recognl%ed, 
that competition for water resources and the lack of detailed Infor
mation on groundwater/surface-water interaction has challenged 
water-resOurce management and development in Montans. The 
WPIC found that Mcontlnued and expanded study of ground-water 
resources is vital to shaping statewide policy as well as providing 
the· data necessary for local decisions regarding water." 

~ , 

To that end, the Ground"Water Investigations Program (GWIP) 
was established to provide specific scientific information on impor
tant water resource issues, inclUding: 

from groundwater development by new with-

of existing and proposed water develop-

,"alce··walter response to changes in irrigation 

Highlights of HB 52 (615t Legislature): 

• Directs the Ground-Water Assessment Steering Committee to 
prioritize sub-basin investigations based on anticipated growth 
in housing, agriculture, industry, and commercial activities. 


