
FTE Available to WPIC 

.80 FTE = 2650 hrs = 331 days 

1 Interim FTE = 2768 hrs = 346 days 

.75 FTE = 2076 hrs = 259.5 days 

.50 FTE = 1384 hrs = 173 days 

.25 FTE = 692 hrs = 86.5 days 

.10 FTE = 276 hrs = 34.5 days 

.05 FTE = 136 hrs = 17 days 

2009-10 Draft Water Policy Interim Committee Work Plan Decision Matrix 

Topic Summary 

Thef~lIo~in9 has been Cl$~i9ned to the WPIC by the 
LegislathreCouncii for evaluation Clnd study. 

None 

Overview of 
water 

management 

Enforcement 

,/ List of available water policy information 

,/ Presentations on basics of hydrology and hydrogeology 

,/ Comparison of water management in western states 

,/ Presentations on new permitting, including closed basins 

,/ Presentations on appropriation change procedures 

,/ Staff summaries of issues 

,/ Draft legislation, if desired 

,/ Report to the 62nd Legislature 

,/ Overview of prior appropriation doctrine 

,/ The role of adjudication in enforcement 

,/ Enforcement by water commissioners, DNRC, AG 

,/ Staff summaries of issues 

,/ Draft legislation, if desired 

,/ Report to the 62nd Legislature 

Ground water ,/ Overview of permitting 

permitting 

Water 

marketing 

,/ Presentations on ground water permitting in closed basins 

,/ Permitting of coal bed methane wells, DNRC, DEQ, MBOGC 

,/ Presentations on exempt wells, comparisons with other states, water 

quality issues 

,/ Staff summaries of issues 

,/ Draft legislation, if desired 

,/ Report to the 62nd Legislature 

,/ Overview of current Montana law 

,/ Review water marketing and banking in other states 

,/ Examine surface and aquifer storage opportunities in Montana 

,/ Examine change in appropriation right process regarding water 

marketing 

,/ Staff summaries of issues 

,/ Draft legislation, if desired 

,/ Report to the 62nd Legislature 

Resources Allocated 

o FTE 

.15 FTE 

.1 FTE 

.25 HE 

.25 FTE 

WATER POLICY INTERIM 

COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 21,2009 
EXHIBIT 20 



2009-10 Draft Water Policy Interim CommiHee Work Plan Decision Matrix 

Topic 

Agency and 

program 

monitoring 

EQC 

Coordination 

Total 

Resources 

Summary Resources Allocated 

./ Implementation of state water plan update (EQC) .025 

./ Monitor claims examination, adjudication, water right ownership update 

(EQC) 

./ Implementation of Ground Water Investigation Program 

./ Monitor drought status 

./ Overview of adjudication performance audit, legislative Audit Division 

./ Updates on water legal issues 

./ Implementation of phosphorus ban (EQC) 

./ Updates on nutrient working group (EQC) 

./ Review of FWP instream leasing report (EQC) 

./ Update on Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission (EQC) 

./ Draft legislation, if desired 

./ Coordinate issues with committee leaders from EQC-WPIC 

./ Provide written summaries to EQC-WPIC 

./ Oral presentations to EQC-WPIC 

Estimated resources available based on other duties and leave: .80 FTE 

2 

.025 

.80 FTE 
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Introduction 

This is the work plan for the Water Policy Committee (WPIC) for the 2009-2010 interim. In this 
document you will find: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Staff for the WPI(. 

An explanation of how the WPIC plans its work. 

A description of study topics identified by the WPIC and work plan tasks. 
An interim time line. 

Stall 

• Joe Kolman, Research Analyst 

(406) 444-9280 or jkolman@mt.gov 

• Todd Everts, Legislative Environmental Analyst, Attorney 
(406) 444-3747 or teverts@mt.gov 

• Cindy Peterson, Secretary 
(406) 444-3064 cpeterson2@mt.gov 

How the WPIC Plans its Work 

The WPIC was created in 2009 through Senate Bill 22 to study water policy. 

During the legislative interim, the WPIC may focus on the study topics it has been assigned as well 
as any water policy issue. It also may address issues and improve law as it deems to be in the 

best interest of the state. The Legislative Council did not assign the committee any studies in the 

form of joint study resolutions ranked by legislators following the close of the 2009 Legislature. 

The WPIC establishes its work plan at the beginning of the interim. The primary constraint 
limiting the study agenda for the interim is the number of issues that can be effectively 
addressed within the available time and resources of the committee members and its staff. 

This Draft 2009-2010 Work Plan is a DRAFT. It is a decision-making tool to help committee 

members work together efficiently to set priorities and decide how and where to spend the 

WPIC's limited time and resources. The work plan sets out a strategy for fulfilling the WPIC's 

responsibilities throughout the 2009-2010 interim. 

Once you collectively make a decision on the work plan, it will become your blueprint for the 

2009-2010 interim. Staff will develop detailed draft work plans and timetables for each major 

study. A draft time line illustrating the overall schedule that these work plans will fit into once the 

meeting schedule and work plan are finalized is presented at the end of this document. 

DRAFT 



Water Policy Committee Work 
Plan Topics 

Source/authority: Senate Bill No. 22 (2009) 

Background: Senate Bill No. 22 was supported both by the Environmental Quality Council and 

the 2007-08 WPIC, which was a temporary interim committee. SB22 made the WPIC a 

permanent interim committee. 

The legislation specifically directed the WPIC to study water policy. At the July 2009 meeting, 

WPIC members discussed several topics to study over the interim. This work plan and the attached 

decision matrix attempt to reflect that discussion and allocate staff resources to each topic. 

Resource Allocation 

There is approximately .80 FTE of staff time available to conduct the study outlined in this work 

plan. A breakdown of the allocation is included in the attached Work Plan Decision Matrix. 

Date Tasks 

July 9, ~ Elect officers 

2009 ~ Agency/program overviews 

~ Public input on study issues 

~ Discuss possible study issues 

~ Adopt rules 

~ Review budget, meeting dates 

~ Overview water policy study history - staff 
~ Public comment 
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Sept. 21, 

2009 

Jon. 13, 

2010 

March 

1 0- 1 1, 
2010 

>- Overview of beneficial use history in Montana and the West - staff 

>- Legal opinion regarding term "navigable waters" - staff 

>- Overview of prior appropriation doctrine - UM Law School 

>- Science of water - presentations, DNRC, MBMG, Water Center, MT 

Watercourse 

>- Presentations on beneficial use permitting - DNRC, other interested parties 

>- Update on drought status - DNRC 

>- Update on GWIP, MBMG 

>- Overview of adjudication performance audit, Legislative Audit Division 

>- Update on adjudication, water right ownership transfers, DNRC, WC, DOR 

>- Identify areas where more information is needed - WPIC 
>- Revisions to work plan, if necessary - WPIC 

>- Adopt work plan - WPIC 
>- Public comment 

>- Differences in ground and surface water permitting, presentations 

>- Ground water permitting in closed basins 

>- Update on implementation of new controlled ground water area statutes 

>- Comparison of exempt well statutes and issues - stoff 
>- Presentations on exempt wells, DNRC, DEQ, and other interested parties 

>- Permitting CBM wells, DNRC, DEQ, MBOGC 
>- Update on adjudication, water right ownership transfers, DNRC, WC, DOR 
>- Presentation on implementation of state water plan update, DNRC 

>- Identify areas where more information is needed - WPIC 

>- Revisions to work plan, if necessary - WPIC 

>- Discussion of draft report, legislation, if necessary - WPIC 

>- Public comment 

>- Overview of Montano water supply, storage report, aquifer storage 

opportunities - DNRC, MBMG 
>- The change of appropriation process, historic consumption - DNRC, interested 

parties 

>- Overview of water marketing - stoff 

>- Water marketing opportunities in Montano - Interested parties 

>- Results of adjudication performance audit, Legislative Audit Division 
>- Review FWP instream leasing report 

>- Update on GWIP - MBMG 

>- Enforcement of water rights - DNRC, AG, WC, water commissioners 

>- Identify areas where more information is needed - WPIC 

>- Revisions to work plan, if necessary - WPIC 

>- Discussion of draft report, legislation, if necessary - WPIC 

>- Public comment 
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May 12, > Update on adjudication, water right ownership transfers, DNRC, WC, DOR 

2010 > Update on Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission 
> Identify areas where more information is needed - WPIC 
> Revisions to work plan, if necessary - WPIC 
> Discussion and approval of draft report, legislation for public comment period -
WPIC 
> Public comment 

June > Public comment on draft report, proposed legislation 

2010 

July 20- > Implementation of phosphorus ban - DEQ 

21 2010 > Update on drought status 
> Update on nutrient working group - DEQ 
> Review public comment on draft report, legislation 
> Identify areas where more information is needed - WPIC 
> Revisions to work plan, if necessary - WPIC 
> Revisions to draft report, legislation - WPIC 
> Pu blic comment 

Sept. 8- > Approve proposed legislation - WPIC 

9,2010 > Selection of bill sponsors - WPIC 
> Approve WPIC report - WPIC 
> Overview of proposed agency legislation - DNRC, DEQ, FWP 

> Public comment 
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