MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Commissioners P.O. BOX 278

David Schulz VIRGINLA CITY, MT 59755 Phone: (406)843-4277
Dan A. Happel e-mail: madco@madison.mt.gov Fax: (406) 843-5517
James P. Hart www.madison.mt.gov

April 30,2012

Chairman — Senator Jim Keane

& Members of the Legislative Interim Committee
The Environmental Quality Committee

Room 172

State Capitol Building

Helena, MT 59620

Dear Chairman Keane and Members of the Committee:

We are writing in response to a proposal by the State to transfer management of their
properties and operations located in Virginia and Nevada Cities and currently under the guidance of
the Montana Heritage Commission (a subordinate agency of the Montana Department of
Commerce), to the Parks Division of Montana FWP.

Madison County has had significant ongoing dealings with both organizations, and although
we have usually had a positive relationship with FWP, we do not feel they would be the right fit for
this application. We feel that the State would be better served having FWP focus their attention on
largely unmanaged: carnivores, invasive species and the many properties already under their
control. We feel that adding responsibilities to an already overextended State agency, is not in the
best interests of anyone involved, especially our Madison County historical communities.

Virginia City is the Madison County Seat and as such, is a vibrant, active community having
a significant number of continually operating and functioning businesses in addition to the seasonal
historical activities of a summer tourist destination. Virginia City and Nevada City are communities
not parks, and the Department of Commerce is a much better economic fit for the Heritage
Commission and for our communities.

The Madison County Board of Commissioners respectfully requests that our two historical
communities remain under the management of a Department of Commerce based Montana Heritage
Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

Madison County Board of Commissioners
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David Schulz — Chairman Janfgé P. Hart — Commissioner Dan A. Happel - Commissioner




Don’tchan

Dear Editor, -
In last week’s letter to the
editor, Bill Hanley posed an
interesting idea on creating a
tourism district anchored by
Virginia City and Nevada City.
If Fish, Wildlife and
Parks  continyes to  pursue
the possibility of getting the
ontana Heritage Commission
assets under thejr control,
then all county residents need

to  contact their legislative
Tepresentatives in the state
senate  and congressional

districts and let them know how
you feel about the future of these
irreplaceable asgets,

At this particular time, the
MHC seems to be on the right
track. Elijah Allen, the new
businessmanagerismakinggreat

—_—

progress in marketing Virginia
City/Nevada City. Because of
his communication skills and
knowledge of modern technical
skills, he has totally changed
the dynamics between the MHC
and the business owners and
the Virginia City Chamber of
Commerce. I'm sure the same
applies to the private property
owners as well, although they
ar¢ more connected to the
town council and the local
preservation alliance and the
recently reorganized Virginia
City/Madison County Historic
Preservation Commission,

Also added to the mix is
the new executive director of
the Virginia City Chamber of
Commerce, Rebecca Ramsey.
All of these exciting new young

leaders are bringing new hope to

the Virginia City community for

the future growth of their town.
The Jast thing we need at

this time is to change horses -

in mid-stream, There are a lot
of new or expanded programs
being developed at Nevada City

that don’t need to be disrupted,

Adding the potential of
the Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Heritage Center to the mix (the
selection committee iwi]] make
their site selection decision at
the end of April). Our Madison

- County Commissioners  and

Sam Korsmoe of the Madison

County Economic Development :

Council  have bent over
backwards to bring this project
to.our county.

Like it or not, politics will

ge horses in mid-stream

always be a part of the mix
and we need 2 cordial liaison
between the MHC and Helena,
A search for a new executive

director for MHC is underway

to fill that need.

Cleaning up and separating
the trash from the treasure is a
sensitive area with Virginia City
and Nevada City residents and
decisions on ‘how to address

‘these ‘problems need to be

discussed in an honest and open
forum, - ot ,
Mr. Hanley is right, we
need to keep the FWP and state
parks away from these special
places and leave MHC under
the Montana Department of
Commerce,
Jack Murphy
Harrison




The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the Heritage
Commission to STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
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The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the
Heritage Commnssuon to STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
4 Depar’rmem‘ of fish, Wildlife and Parks
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The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the Heritage
Commission to STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
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The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the Heritage
Commission Yo STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
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The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the Herifﬁge
Commission to STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the |
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The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the Heritage
Commission to STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
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The following people are signing this document indicating they would like the Heritage
Commission to STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
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Commission fo STAY with the Department of Commerce and NOT be affiliated with the
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Virginia City Area Chamber of Commerce . PO Box 218. Virginia City, MT 59755
May 2, 2012
Dear Members of the Environmental Quality Committee,

It is the position of the Virginia City Area Chamber of Commerce that the management of the state properties and
operations of Virginia and Nevada Cities should remain with the Montana Heritage Commission (MHC), and that
MHC should remain under the umbrella of the Department of Commerce.

We feel that the MHC has had a successful restructuring of their organization, with the right people and positions
in place to make them sustainable and successful into the future. Having a strong business development presence,
investing dollars wisely into marketing and advertising of Virginia and Nevada Cities, along with dedicated
preservation efforts is exactly what the MHC needs, and what it currently has.

The cooperative, unified efforts of the MHC and their communication with, and support of the Virginia City Area
Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Virginia City, and Madison County are vital to the health of Virginia City,
Nevada City and the surrounding area. Virginia and Nevada Cities are NOT state parks. Virginia City is a living,
breathing, vital community. It is driven by commerce. It is the county seat. It is a living treasure within the
Treasure State. The businesses drive people to experience the history, and to stay here, supporting the investment
of the State of Montana. The history draws people to support the businesses. It is a symbiotic relationship that is
beneficial to us all.

If a major change were to occur, it would likely happen in the midst of the 2013 celebration of the 150th
Anniversary of the founding of Virginia City and the discovery of gold in Alder Gulch. We feel it is essential to let
the MHC, and all the partners stay unified and that the MHC remains under a commerce driven state agency
during this time, and into the future.

We urge you to take these things, and the viewpoints of over 70 businesses and individuals represented by the
Virginia City Area Chamber of Commerce, into consideration as you review your options. We hope you will let us
prove to you that we are all working together to make this the best place it can be, and thus, being the best for the
investment of the State of Montana.

All the Best, ._ -5

»"l" ? £ - / s/
/ P 1/4 / L1/ / 74
A M «l 7 / At

Rebecca Ramsey, Executive Director




