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Deportment of Nqturol Resources ond Conservotion
P.O. Box 20,|60t
Heleno, MT 59620

Direclor Sexton,

The Environmentol Quolity Council ot its Morch 2012 meering vofed unonimously to request your ogency to
droft rules to in,;:lement Senqle Bill 35, possed by the 201 I Legisloture ond signed by rhe Governor, os
soon os possibie.

As you know, lhis bill wos requested by lhe EQC os well os the Woter Policy lnterim Commitfee. ll possed
both chqmbers wilh lorge biportison support. This bill become effective October 1 , 2O1l , meoning fhot o
person who historicqlly used the bed of q river lhqt wos novigoble on thot dote could request o leose,
license, or eosement for fhqt use from the DNRC under the historic use seclion of ihe bill. The opportunity
for people io lake odvontoge of this secfion expires on July 15,20l7.The bill requires thof rules be
odopted to determine the full morkef volue for the use of the bed of o novigoble river ond to estoblish q
minimum poyment for leoses ond eosements.

Even though the lqw is in effecf, lhe lock of rules implementing the legislotion renders it ineff&tive.

The EQC requesis thol rules be drqfted lo implement the low ond, ot the very leost, be presented in droft
form io the commiftee qt ifs next meeting.

Furthermoie, the legislotion required fhol fhe DNRC issue norice of the requirements of the lqw to owners
of propertyodiocentloriversthotweredeemed novigobleosof October I,201 I.Thedeportmenthos
foiled to implement this section of the low. While the ownership of some riverbeds is in question pending
courf oction, fhe low sfoted thotnotice be provided for rivers deemed novigcble os of October l,201 l.
The EQC voted, 9-5. to requesf lhqt the ogency comply with the low ond provide this nofice.

your ogencies complionce with fhe low in on expedient monner.

Rep. Duone Ankney, Vice Chqir
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