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September 13,2012

Congressional Delegate
5l l Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.20510

Re: Management of federal forest lands to
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mitigate wildfire:

Dear Congressional Delegate:
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Wbil€ wildfires don't just burn on federal lands, we all need to do our part to be good neighbors
and undertake land rnanagement practices that help mitigate the intensity and duration of fire. A
lack of timber harvest on the national forests in recent years, combined with booming insect
infestations, has contributed to heavy tree mortality, leaving these federal lands vulnerable to
extreme fire behavior.

State timber resources in Montana are actively managed and harvested, resulting in improved
forest health and greatly reduced mortality rates in the face of insect infestations and wildfires,
especially when compared with neighboring federal lands. Montana's private landowners have
aggressively implemented fire mitigation tactics in their timber stands to reduce the potential for
catastrophic wildfires. Federal land managers can draw on these effective examples as well as

EQC
Septembet 13,2012

Exhibit 8



those in other counties, such as New Zealand,where fire breaks are built into timber
management practices.

Since,rely,

Senator Jim Keane, Chairman
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