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Fire behavior changed and the fire spread from
Idaho into Montana due to high winds.,
A 33,494 acre fire results in...



A one day wind avent causes
patenes of timber to blow down.



At ane location, high winds scoured bark from trees.






BAER Toam Fire Severity Map showed that about 8% of the watershed
above Painted Rocks Reservoir burned, and burned areas were 10-12
strearm miles fram the reservair.



Stabilizing roads with deep road fills, that were now at
risk of being washed out by post fire floed events, was
given high priority, These can be initiation points for
debris torrants,



Actions were taken quickly: larger
culverts were installed and road cut and
fill slopes were seeded and mulched,



AYITICANT 219231900 OF 20115 1B ANCIDAT2Y YNty
vegetative cover raestablishes, After tweo growing
seasons following the 2000 fires in the Bitterroot

National Forest, vegetation had recovered and generally

provided aver ~60% of the seil surface with protective
ground cover,






59 what are the chances of significant
erosion, sedimeantation, and flooding?






B Number of

years in half

decade where
more than

400,000 acres
of NF land
burned

annually







17



Elalaka Hills in southeastern Montana - What can
happen after extended periods of fire suppression?
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The 2002 Kraft & Smlmp Fire burned the same area as the 1933 Brower Fire
Note the position of the downed trees that were burned in 1938,
Picture from: Dennis Sandbals, Silviculturalist, Custer NF
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The re-burn 0ok young tree Fe-growth before they were mature enough 19 produce
€ONes,

The Elalata Fills, Custer NF now has long term watershed cover type changes as a
result of the second fire in 14 yoars.

Are diyer forest types mMoFe suseoptiblo?. ..

Is climate change already significantly altering our landscapes? Time will tell.. .
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Parts of Bandelier National Monument and the Santa Fe
National Forest resemble a moonscape. One manager jolked:
“Bandelier finally has a handle on their fuels management...”
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But it can be conducted succassiully;
2.9, Superior Ranger District, Lolo N.F,



Results can be 2asily seen on the
Lolo National Forest near Frenchitown,



Banefits of an enlightaned fire
managemeant policy



Benefits Continued
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