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From: "stephen hunts" <shunts@imt.nef'
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Sent Saturday, August 28,2010 8:54 PM
Su$ecfi Comments for\A/FIG drafr report
Comments to l rPlC Draft Report "Boiling lt Donn" July 2010.

Submitted by Montana RiverAction, 3O4 North 18th Ave., Bozeman, MT, 59715

Joe Gutkorski and Stephen Hunts.

Comments on Draft Findirgs and Recommendatkrns.

Aqencv and Proqram tlorlitorino-Vtr/Her riqtil orilnefship update MRA agees t at frE water figtt adttfulion
Frur'ceslinnrgparwts'tbnAwithwaterrigtte-isagtorfiandstoudMcornpletedinatinelymanner. Wder
Oqtnot be ownea Out is prmitted by ttrc *ate. Many strcams are over qp1pngiated and m*ty weter petmit lffirs
witt twse theirwater prmib. MRA Mieves frrat ffie adfiNicdiut Wriod vdl tb a paintul wn for many W@ wtlo
Mlieved they held legal water rigtrb..

Aoencv and Proqram tonitorlno-Ground wats invetioation orogranr MRA qtees that grwd water tesoutoes
musfre further $died and resdched wi0, designatiry rc*onsibility for rcsrlardt and /F,sl< to ttp Morltana Burcau
of Mines and Gedagy fo research fhe 39 sub Dasins. Fwther drtlltng of wells musf be mrlbolbd aN minimkd with
the obieclive of movirry neur non agrieuttunl gopefty to lrcok up to municipal water deltvery systems wihin
municipalities. }lre abo wonldlilcetosrle irrclu&dinthedataba* Mingcompi@ an easytofind rcferene of
hiiluieal flwrs of sufiae waters wlthin each basin. MRA wotld like fo see tfie inwstigalim prqnm provi&d with
tull funding needed to achieve nmpldim.

Overvlew of lYabr tanaqenrent-Future adminisbation of water rhtrts and Enbrenrent- IUIRA bef€{i€s tt at t e
& of DNRC and DEQ slpuld be one of rcsearch and afuisirg and nd ote of errlforur;nrenf MRA ds beliews tltn,t
a trt1ft to us water canrrlt be ons;idercd real pryerty. Enforcefnent d water riglttre. stnuld M e*rducfed by dis*rid

ftdges, water @urts, water annmisioners, rarafermasfens, didt ridr;ry di/ry'l atpordions, and dtch nrnpanb-s-'ats, tqew Aeded or appointed water mamgenrent sysilems shall have atfrloldty to manage, invedigate and
entorce inigatim taw. A water right tor inigation should M limitd to the pedd of adual plant rleed. This vmld
rcduce wasting of water which crrr.trs when Wmit tnlfurs ty b ue 1O0% of frE amount of water allovr€d by tlc
waterr@to avcid a negative etrec/ upt theirfuwewaterigtrts.

Ground wa r oermittno-Mixino Zones. Mirtng zorcs arc petmitted st the idep tlcrt dilttfut is the soiutim to
pdlttfrot . This is fautty flannhg. ln effect mixing zotrea a{e a licr;nsr- to pollub and a Md iclea in genenl. Wasle
urater efruent flowing bacl< b frte taN aN sireans shotid be ftee of pdltttiut. Traritrlort sdarlldalds sllor,tld rcquile
that the quality d frre effiueft is at ieast qual to that af tle rcreMng water. Dew@ers of new suDdrisnns srFluiU
pay impactfees that are used ta suprt aN buitd munidpal waste treaturertpranfs. Honps built on lad that was
previwdy u*dforagriaitue shanld paytusthatwill cliwtmgc spnvd al:den@urage horr- buyirg h fowns
(hWefutl1withmunicipatteatrententers). Ifiese feesshonktra-use.dbyheauntymdtwnstoaddressfttturc
quatlty siradaldls of their drinking water and wasfe beaturcnt water. Wder u* remits shwld be revdcaUe in
insfanoes wherc there is a threat to the grcundtater aN surtae water by tt'c permit holden

Wabrila4retinn- MPo/.dvualesasysiern of watersharingasqpposedfo ma*etirlp,.Ttpreslwtftcac.rc
detacfrmfficfrinter figltts ftornt- the lad- llsrirs shoud share in stearn flwt of up to 75% of average amuel fuv.
Ttre rcmaining 25% of flow would rcmain in ttrc wateruay to prded. imporfaint fsheries lisded as dnonfunlty
dewatered by Mmtana Fish, Widlife, an$fr*s dewatered sheams list.l

ln addition, inigation wa'F;r righb should gpl 0e sold if a drange of use is parf of tle saih- A rcWesf tu any &rer
chmp d us stwtld be appmved wly ilffita Alringp does nd impactflrc natunl flw of fie bas sffmm aN Ms
nd rcdL,ce the flow frilanr 25% of the averryts annual flow. A water permit or cr,rb'ficrlte is c/nlarcfefized by the
permittees oWarfunity to use lte water, berpficially mtlnrthan by wner*ip. Waler marketing rb fhe ssne as vvater
speanlatiw. The permifling of water use is a gMbgo thnugh permitting offllr- state for baefnial us aN the
change of fhaf use issublecf tosilate rcview. Beneficial uw rbtfp use of waterwhen if does noddep&ltefrr
prdidi@ ot a *eam beyond where the depletr;in inpa& qqttalic life prdudivtty ancl imprtant lisherbs. Flwting
water can be thought of like wildlife wherc one aquircs lad ad'orc aocqpfs fha widlife as puMic alred wffipr it
stays ormwes offyour land likewirfr or pecifiibtiur.

MM qrees with WPIC's dnft report citalion that'Many Sales, indtding /l/onfuta, have defemircd tM lea@
water in a &eam urder ceftain mlndilions meaning lfiere is no diversbn- is dso a Mneficial u&".2

Beoause our stab law mnsidars thd bneficial us of Mqtana's water shqid ittrjtfre 'a u
af fishe u.rrldfs{e Montanc Rryars recomync,ndi -f},a Stata a.{ y'l

f" ratatn 5'fa'aon {low-l frY tvr1f ovtan* {tsh c'vte5. WPIC
June 19,2012
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