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WATERCODE
SECTION 10752

I0152. Unl-ess the context otherwise requires. the following
definitions govern the construction of this part:

(a) "Groundwater" means al-l- water beneath the surface of the earth
within the zone bel-ow the water table in which the soil is
completely saturated with water, but does not inc.l-ude water that
fl-ows in known and definite channels.

(b) "Groundwater basin" means any basln or subbasin identi-fied in
the department's Bul-l-etin No. 118, dated September t9'75, and any
amendments to that bulIetin, but does not incfude a basin in which
the average well yie1d, excluding domestj-c wells that supply water to
a single-unit dwel-Iing, is l-ess than 100 gallons per minute.

(c) "Groundwater extraction facility" means a device or method for
the extraction of groundwater within a groundwater basin.

(d) "Groundwater management plan" or "plan" means a document that
describes the activities intended to be incl-uded in a groundwater
managemenE program.

(e) t'Groundwater management program" or "program" means a
coordj-nated and ongoing activity undertaken for the benefit of a
groundwater basin, or a portion of a groundwater basin, pursuant to a
groundwater management plan adopted pursuant to this part.

(f) "Groundwater recharge" means the augmentation of groundwater,
by natural- or artificial- means, wj-th surface water or recycled water.

(S) "Local agency" means a l-ocal pubJ-ic agency that provides water
service to all- or a portion of its service area, and includes a
joj-nt powers authority formed by loca1 public agencies that provide
water servi-ce.

(h) I'Person" has the same meaning as defined in Section 19.
(i) "Recharge area" means the area that supplies water to an

aquifer in a groundwater basin and j-ncludes mul-tiple wellhead
protection areas.

(j) "Watermaster" means a watermaster appointed by a court or
pursuant to other provisions of law.

(k) "Wel-1head protection area" means the surface and subsurface
area surrounding a water wel-l- or wel-l- fiel-d that supplies a pubJ-ic
water system through which contaminants are reasonabl-y 1ikely to
mi-grate toward the water wel-l or well- fiel-d.
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WATERCODE
SECTION 10753-10753. 11

10753. (a) Any focal- agency, whose service area incl-udes a
ororrndwafer heci^ ^' - ^^r+i^^ of a ororrndwafer hasin- fhaf .i s nOtY!vurrvvvqusMOfff t VL q PWr Uf Uf f v! q yrvufruytqus! VOOfllt LIIqL 1J

subject to groundwater management pursuant to other provisions of law
or a court order, judgment, or decree, mdy, by ordinance, or by
resolution if the focaf agency is not authorized to act by ordinance,
adopt and lmplement a groundwater management plan pursuant to this
n: rf t.ri rl-r i n r'r 'r 

^r : ^^f+ 
j n- ^f its service area -

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a focal public agency, other
th:n an :denc\/ riefined in Subdivi si on f o) of Ser-ri ^- 1^?tr. +h-+uE!frfsu rrl Juuuf vf rfvfr \\j/ v! usuuIULt Lv tJL, LffoL

provides flood control, groundwater management, or groundwater
ranl ani chmant- ^r a 'l ocal A1-1encv fnrmaA h,rrc,r:nr- tO this COde fOf theIru!ruqrru
principal purpose of providing water service that has not yet
provided that service, may exercise the authority of this part within
a groundwater basin that is located within 1ts boundaries within
areas that are either of the following:

(1) Not served by a l-ocal- agency.
(2\ Scrrzed hrz a I or-:l :afonc\/ whoqc d.rzerni nd L^j,, L,, ^ ---l^-i f \/\-t vJ q fveq vvvsrrlrrlv vvuyt !y o lLta_JeL_-L

--^+^ r^^r i .^^ j ^^ !L^ -rrf hori trz nf f hi s n:rt anc'l enf ers intovuLst UVUITIISD LV Y^E!UaDC LIlC duurrvrtLy v! LrftJ r*-
an agreement with the focal public agency pursuant !o Section
10750.'7 or 10750.8.

(r:) F,xr-ent 
^q --^--ii^! i- ^"L.lirrisinn /h) - thie ch:ntcr dncs ngl\v/ !^uLuu or tJ!vvrqgu rll Duu** \4 t , e^,f o ullayLs! uvsr

authorize a local agency with authority to manage groundwater
planning within the service area of another l-ocal- agency.

/.i \ F.vccn1- :q otherwise nrorzidcd in 1-hiq nA11- . fhc nrnccss fol\v/ yq!L, Lrru ylvev

clerze lnni na :nri :riont jnn : rcrzi serl nrorrnrlrnr:1- or man:ffcmcnf nl:n shall
ha f ha ^ +ha nrn^aaa f nr rla-.^ l ^^; ^^ rnn rzlnnf .i n^ : nar^t!Y ulIE Ddlltc db Lrru t/rvusoo !v! uCVeIL)IJAIl9 dllq dLlvIJLrttV a ffsw

groundwater management plan.

10753.1. Nothing in this part, or in any groundwater management
nl:n :dnnfcri nrrrsrranf fn this n:rf - affeai'q qrrrfar:e w,1ter riohfs Ort/q! u,

the procedures under cornmon law or focaf groundwater authority, or
:nrr nrnrziqinn nf ]_aW Othef than fhiq n:11- fh:f da1-arminaq nr nr:nlgv! Ylq

surface water riqhts.

I0153.2. (a) Prior to adopting a resol-ution of intentlon to draft a
groundwater management pfan, a locaf agency shall- hold a hearing,
after publication of notice pursuant to Section 6066 of the
Governmenf Cocle. on whether tr nnt t^:r]nnf : rasglglion of intenrronu vvvv, quvlJu q rE

to draft a groundwater management pl-an pursuant to this part for the
nlrrnn cac nF jmnl emenf i no f he nl:n and establiShinc : crrorrnrjwaf erY q Y!
management program.

(b) At the concfusion of the hearing, the focaf agency may draft a
resol-ution of intention to adopt a groundwater management plan
nrrrcrrant- f^ fhio n:rt for fhc nrrrh^cac nF imnlampnj- ina fhc nl:n andarL,yf vltvrr u arrY urre yf qrr

establishing a groundwater management program.
(c) The focal- agency shall provide to the department a copy of a

resol-ution of intention adopted pursuant to this section within 30
derrs nf fhc d:fo ^€ -i^-!i^- -Le lnr-:l :.renr-\/ sh:ll elso nrnrri.le tOuqJo v! LlIg UAUY V! AUVPLfVTI. lllu !vuar aVsrrg] offata qfJv |/!vvfu
the clenartmenf contact information for fhe nerson in charoe of
drafting the groundwater management plan.
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f .l) Thc r]enarimcnf shel I nosf on its Internet Web site informatj-on\u/ rrrv svt/st

it possesses regarding groundwaLer management plans being prepared
nr a;nnfa6l nrrrqrrrnl- J-a 1.his n:rt innlrrdinn infnrmafinn nrnrricled l-rruv! auvl/L9u I/u!ruaflL uv ulrrr I/q! u, rrle4usfrrY
'I or:a l aoenci ss j.lent i f i ccl nrrrsrrant to this section, and monitoringqY vrrv!ve

entities identified pursuant to Sections 10928 and 10930.

10753.3. (a) After the conclusion of the hearing, and if the local
agency adopts a resolution of intention, the local- agency shall
nrrhl .i ch tha resolution of intention in the same manner that notice
for fhe hearino held under Section 10753.2 was publ-ished.errv rrvgr +.rY

1l-.\ rlnnn r^rri l-l- an radrroq1. f hc I oc: l .adencw .sha I I nrnrzi rle :nrz\u,/ vPvrr wtfLLsrr !sYusoL,
i nterpsf c6 nerso- ,,.r +L - ^^^., ^€ the reSOf Ution Of intentiOn.flrLsrsouLu IJv!rvll wlLIr d uvPy vr

10753.4. (a) The focal- agency shafl- prepare a groundwater
management plan within two years of the date of the adoption of the
resolution of lntenti-on.

(1) If the plan i-s not adopted within two years, the reso-Iution of
intention expires, and a pl-an shal-l- not be adopted except pursuant
to a new resolution of intentlon adopted in accordance with thj-s
nh:nf arvrfsvsv!.-(2) If the plan is not adopted within two years' and the l-ocaf
agency was operating under a previousl-y adopted groundwater
management plan, that previous plan shall- remain in effect.

(b) For the purposes of carrying out this part, the l-ocal agency
ehall m:ke arraiI:hlc J-n thc nrrl^rlic and fhc dcn:rtment a WI.ittenv s++qvfs l/uvfrv

statement describing the manner in which interested parties may
participate in developing the groundwater management pfan. The local-
agency may appoint, and consul-t with, a technicaf advisory conimittee
nnnq.i qf .i no of i nJ- ercsf ed nart i es f nr f hc nrrrnoqes of r-arrwi nct otltuvlroro Lf rrY v! usu I/s!

this part.
(c) The focal agency shall establi-sh and maintain a fist of

persons interested 1n receiving notices regarding plan preparatlon,
meeting announcements, and avail-ability of draft pl-ans' maps, and
other rel-evant documents. Any person may request' in writing, to be
pfaced on the list of interested persons.

10753.5. (a) After a groundwater management plan is prepared, the
focal agency shall- hol-d a second hearing to determine whether to
adopt the plan. Notice of the hearing shal-l be given pursuant to
Section 6066 of the Government Code. Notice shalf afso be provided to
the clenartmenf and fn:ll nFrsons on the list established andLrrv sv},q!

maintained pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 10753.4. The notice
shal-f incl-ude a sulnmary of the pl-an and sha1l state that copies of
the ptan and any maps that may be prepared pursuant to this part may
be obtained for the cost of reproduction at the office of the l-ocal-

- (bj At the second hearing, the local agency shalf consider
nr^J-acl-< ]- n 1- ho adoniinn of the *1-- ^r ^^" +l*o nrinr io l- ha
I/lvLsouJ ---- VIOII' nL orly uflLts }Jlrvr

conclusion of the second hearing, any fandowner within the focal
^nFnr-\/ maw fi l e : wri tten nrofest or withdraw a protest previously
fifed.

10753.6. (a) A written protest filed by a landowner shall include
the landownerts signature and a description of the fand owned
sufficient to identify the fand. A public agency ownj-ng fand is
deemed to be a landowner for the purpose of making a written protest.
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(h) Thc sccretarrz of f he Ioc: I ,a.ren.\/ sh: I I c^mn:re f hc n:mc< 6n6lqYv]Iv-),vvlill/ql

nrrrncrtrz rloqcrintions on fhc nrnfoqf aaeinsf i-ha nr^norfru nr^rnorqhinu qYqrrrr I/! vl/s! uJ vvvrrs! rrlf Ir

records of the county assessors.
(c) (1) A ma-jorltv protest shaff be determined to exist if the

qovernino boarcl of the Iocal Aoen.:\/ finds th:t fhe nrntcqts fiIpd and
nnr- r^ri f hrlr:r.,n ^-ior tO the COnCI-USion Of the gggnnd hc: r.i nnu rrsa! rrrY
represent more than 50 percent of the assessed vafue of the land
within the focal agency subject to groundwater manaqemenl pursuant to
this part.

(2) If the l-ocaf agency determines that a majority protest exists,
i-ha nrnrrn.lr",.+^- nl :n m:rr nnt hc aclonf ed encl f he I or-: I a.'enr-\/ shaf fqvvlJ uEu qYsrrul rrrq

not consider adopting a plan for the area proposed to be incfuded
t.ri+l-rin rl-,a ^?^^ram for a ncrind of one \/eAr affer the date of the
qocnnrl haari nn

(3) ff a majority protest has not been filed, the focal- agency,
within 35 days after the concfusion of the second hearing, may adopt
the groundwater management pfan.

T n? 53 7 ( a\ F-nr f lra nrrrnaqaq ^€ ^'. - l .; +.'i r arnrrnrlr^rif ar\e/ Lrru lJu!yvrer ur 9uor!!yrrr9 d- o v!vurruwqucr
management plan under this section, a plan shall contain the
components that are set forth in this section. In addition to the
rocrriramanfq nf : cnaaifin frrnr] i r 'la^-l 

^^^-^" -^^l'i,ilg IJrograrn, a .Locaa agency seeKlng
state funds administered by the department for groundwarer projects
nr nrnrrnAr.r.f^r ^rr:lifrz nrnicc]-s_ inclrrdinc nrniFr-fs fh,al- are nart OfuJ t'Lv-J vuLr r f rref uuf rry IJ!vJ EuLo urleL q!s I,q!
Fn i nj-Fdr:j- crl rcai nna I \^r:f ar m^nadamanf nradram ar n l rn -h.{Lsr lrrqllq\j l/rv\j!alrr vL PLaLLt orru
exr:luclin.r nr.dr:ms that are funded under Part 2.18 (commencino with\ vvrrurLvrrvrarY vr

aan+inn 1A-7otr\ shal_l_ do al-1 of the foffowinq:Lv t JJI I uv qff vr

(1) Prepare and implement a groundwater management pl-an that
incfudes basin management objectives for the groundwater basj-n that
ie errl-rianr fn fl-.e nl:n Thc nl:n ShafI inClUde gomnonenfs rela1-ino foyrqrr.uvrllyvllglluJlErqur]lY

the non i 1_ori no and m^n:ncmenf nf crorrndw:fcr l crrgfg within the
groundwater basin, groundwater quafity degradation, inelastic fand
surface subsidence, changes in surface flow and surface water quafity
that di rer-tl rr :f fect crorrnrlr^rrf cr I orrol q Ar drra l i f rr nr ^ra -^rrqod hrz
groundwater pumping in the basin, and a description of how recharge
areas identified in the plan substantj.al-fy contribure to the
renlenishmcnf of +h6 arnrrnrir^r:f^- baSin.

(2\ F"or nrrrn^qaq nf imnlamanf in^ ^-F-^r-^lr /1\ 1-ha 'lnn:l .da-Lng paragrapn \r,t *r-ncY
sha l I nrFn:rc : nl an iA i nrral rza 6f lpl aoenr-i es f L^r ^h-L1^^ *L^ fOCal-IJr elrqr s o yrqrr uv rrr v vr v s utld U yllquayD Llry
rA6n^\' fn r",nrlz ^oonerativelv wjfh nfhor nrrhlic aplilies WhOSe
servj-ce area or boundary overfies the groundwater basin.

f 3\ tr-nr nrrrnnqoq nf imnlamanf i-^ ^.rrarrnl-' /'1 \ 1-ha lnn:l ad6\v/ -Ltrg pdlagldpll llr r *Y-DCV
shal-l prepare a map that detaifs the area of the groundwater basin,
as defined in the department's Bufletin No. 118, and the area of the
'I or:al :.ren.\/. f h^r hri I I ho cr.hior-f f n fhc nlen_ aS We]_l_ aS ther urlqL y+qrr/

boundaries of other local- agencies that overlie the basin in which
the agency is developing a groundwater management ptan.

(4) (A) Commencing January 1, 2013, for purposes of implementing
paragraph (1), the groundwater management plan shafl incfude a map
idenfi frzino ]-hF -^^h -^-- €c:r fhe ororrndwafef baSin.rvElrLrrJatrY LIls IsUfta!9s drsdD Iv!

(B) The local agency shaff provide the map required pursuant to
qtrhn:r:cranh 1A) fa ]-ha :nnrnnri :ta l an: j nl :nnj -^ -^^^^i ^- -€f^\rrl y'*,"^'ng agenc-res aI Lef
adoption of the groundwater management plan.

/a\ ITnnn crrl-.mi tt i nO a man nlrst.l:nt tn qrrlrnerAaranlr /R\ t- ho 1gg3]\v/ q rrrql/ I/qrruqrru uv ruvlrqlq9lqlJrr \Dt,

^ctFnc\/ sh:l I nnfifrz fhc dcn:ri-mcnf :nd el I ncrqnns On the fist
estabfished and maintained pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section
10753.4.

f D) For nttrnnqoq of f hi q n:r:nr:nh rrm:n i danf i frri nn f ho racharac\v l Y!q},]], J!] trrY u]lv lvv]rqlYv
il *^--- - 'n-h +lr-f .i J^^f.i €.i 6c nr m:nc t-l-r:f i Aani-i frz fhaaIeaJ ItLcdlls d llldP UlldL fUellLf!fEot vr rLravD LrfaL fusrfLfryt urrs

current recharge areas that substantially contribute to the
renlenishment of fha nrnrrndr^rrt-6- baSin.
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f q\ Tho I nc: l ^.rFn.-\/ sha l I Ad^^+ '.^- j f ^-i ^- crotocols that are|| J ,/ f lf s rvuqr uYvrlv Y usvu L f rrY t

doqi ane.l tn .lFte^r- nhrnaoc i n arggn6lwateI. leVe-LS, gfOUndWatefuEof Yrreu
crratit-rz- inelasfic surface subsidence for basins for which subsidence
Ysqtf ul' ,

has been identified as a potential- probfem, and fl-ow and quality of
surface water that directty affect groundwater levels or quality or
are caused by groundwater pumping in the basin. The monitoring
protoco.ls shalI be designed to generate informat.ion that promotes
Lf fi-ci-ent and ef fecti-ve groundwater management.

{6) T,or:al aoencies that are located i-n areas outside the
\v/

groundwater basins delineated on the latest edition of the department'
s groundwater basin and subbasln map shall prepare groundwater
management plans incorporating the components in this subdivision,
and shafl use geologic and hydrotogic principJ-es appropriate to those
areas.

(b) (1) (A) A focal agency may receive state funds administered by
the department for groundwater projects or for other projects that
directly affect groundwater l-evels or quality if it prepares and
implements, participates in, or consents to be subject to, a
groundwater management plan, a basinwide management plan, or other
integrated regional water management program or plan that meets' or
i< in 1-ha nronaq^ af *^^+ina fl-'----D vr rrrssLrlry, .,,e requirements of subdivision (a). A
local agency with an existing groundwater manaqement pJ-an that meets
the requirements of subdivision (a), or a focal agency that compl-etes
an rrnclate of i ts nl an f o meet f h^ 16^,, i rahanro ^f subdivisiOn (a)qlr uyvs Lv yrqrr uv rtrve u

uri f hi n 
^na 

rroar ^f -^^t "i ra Far .'.-l^ ^L-r I L^ cirrcn nri ori f rz
--- (-)I dPPryrIl9 rUl !uI]uD, DItdII uv VfvsIr V!rvrrLy

consideratj.on for state funds administered by the department over
l-ocal agencies that are in the process of devel-oping a groundwater
management plan. The department shatl- withhold funds from the project
untif the update of the groundwater management plan is complete.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A) ' a local agency that manages
groundwater under any other provision of existing l-aw that meets the
requirements of subdivision (a), or that compl-etes an update of its
nl:n fo meef ihe raarriromonfs nf ggf6[ivision (a) within one year of
}/f 

qrr uv arLvv u

.^^t i'i na f nr frrndi nn qhal I ha ol i ai l-r'l e for frrndi na admini sf ercd l'rrrdPPtyfllv !v! !urlqrrrv, orrqff vE effYrv

1-hc dcnarfmeni Tha Aon:rl-mant shafl withhofd fundS frOm a projecturrE sel/q!

rrnf i I fha rrn^r]- a nf l-ho crorrndw:- m^h+ ^l:n is r:omnlete-UltLMrlg uF/uoLs V! Lllg \j!vurlunqLg! ItlOItqVgltLsrIL }Jf qll Io uvlttyf ELs.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a local agency that conforms
to the requirements of an adjudication of water rights in the
groundwater basin is in compfiance with subdivision (a) . For purposes
of this subparagraph, an "adjudication" incfudes an adjudication
under Section 2t0I, an administrative adjudication, and an
adjudication 1n state or federal- court.

/n\ Qrrhnarrnrrnhq /A\ :nd lR) dn nnt :nnl rr f rr nrnrrnq:l q for\u ) ruvPqraY!avrrr \n,/ \D I stl-y'l
frrnrlinn rrndcr Par+ ? 7R lnnmmonnino with Ser:f ion -l n7g5\ - nr fn fundS!qrrullrY ufruu! LqLL L.IV \9vrrulrErlerr

authorized or appropriated prior to September 1, 2002.
(E) A Iocaf agency may request state funds to map groundwater

recharqe areas pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) to the
extent that the request for state funds j-s consistent with
eligibility requirements that are applicable to the use of the
requested funds.

(2) Upon the adoption of a groundwater management plan in
accordance with this part, the l-ocal- agency shall submit a copy of
the plan to the department, in an eLectronic format, if practicabfe'
approved by the department. The department shal-l- make available to
r- ha nrrl-r'l i n nnni ae af f ho nl:n recci rrcrl ntrrstr:nt f n thi s nerf -LlIg PUUIfU VvPrso v! urrE yfqrr

10753.8. A groundwater management plan may include components
relating to all of the following:

(a) The control of safine water intrusion.
(b) Identification and management of wel-lhead protection areas and

recharge areas.
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(c) Regulation of the migration of contaminated groundwater.
(d) The administration of a wel-l- abandonment and wefl- destruction

p!vvraftt.- 
t.) Mitigation of conditions of overdraft.
( f ) Renl eni shmenf of crarrndr^r^f or ovf r:nf orl hrr t^r:f ar nradrrnorquvv v_y yr vvuev! r .

(S.) Monitoring of groundwater levels and storage.
f h) F:r-i lif:tinc cnnirrnaf i\ra rrea nnarrf inncvyv! u

(i) Identification of weff constructlon poli-ci-es.
(i ) The r-onetrtrc1- i nn anr'l ^norrt inn hrz f ha I na: l :nannrr nf\Jt qYvrrel, vr

groundwater contamination cl-eanup, recharge, storage, conservation,
water recycling, and extraction projects.

(k) The devel-opment of refationships with state and federal
racrrl al-nrl/ a-an^ roa

(l) The review of fand use pfans and coordination with land use
planning agencies to assess activities which create a reasonable risk
of groundwater contamination.

1075j-9. /e) A lor:al aoenr:rz she'r -^^^f -.'r^^ ^nfl rccrrrl:1-ions 1-9\q/ uvellv] rlrq!r quw}JL tuaED qrlu rsvurqurvllo u

implement and enforce a groundwater management plan adopted pursuant
l_a fhiq narl-

/h\ hlaf l-'.i -^ .i n f hi s narf sh: I I be COnStrued gs :rrthori z.i no f he\!/ IJe!L orrqf,r !s uvrfJurusu or quurrv!L-L!!y
'I nnal .-6n^r' f ^ 'nake a bi ncli no c.leterminatiOn Of the water ri ohts Offvrruo
an\t narcn _- _.,r1-rv.- 

ttl Nothlng in ti'ris part shaff be construed as authorizing the
focaf agency to limit or suspend extractions un1ess the foca-L agency
has determined through study and investigation that groundwater
repJ-enishment programs or other alternative sources of water suppfy
have proved insufficient or lnfeasibfe to "Iessen the demand for
groundwater.

10753.10. In adopting rules and regulations pursuant to Section
10753.9, the l-ocaf agency shall consider the potential impact of
those rules and regulations on business activities, including
:-ri^,,1frrr:l ^h6refinnq_ :nd 1-n the extent oracticabl-e and COnSiStentu!vlaJ,

with the protection of the groundwater resources, minimlze any
adverse impacts on those business activlties.

10753.11. A plan shal-l- not be considered invalid, and the focal
agency shall not be required to recircufate the plan for public
comment or to delay implementation of the pfan, if the focaf aqency
stthlstantiel Irz cnmnlies wifh fhe nrrhl in nnf ino nrgyiSiOnS Of thiSt]vLJuEI/!
nh:nfor
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