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Exempt Well Options
Previously Discussed by WPIC

Prepored for the 20'l I -12 Woter Policy lnterim Committee
By Joe Kolmon, reseorch onolyst

For the September 20l I meeting, the WPIC directed stoff to present previously discussed
options reloted ot exempt wells. This list is odopted from the 2008-09 poper lobeled
Woter o lo corte, which wos produced in coniunction with DNRC, DEQ, Trout Unlimited,
Montono Associoiion of Reoltors, ond the Senior Woter Rights Coolition. FWP ond the
MBMG olso provided inpuf. Thqt menu deolt with woter ond wostewoter monogement.
This odoplolion deols with options discussed thot relote to exempt wells.

No chonge.
[imit exemption
o) Delete exempiion

(l ) Delete exemption in closed bosins.
b) Revise 35 GPM/I0 AF
c) Exemption for stock only on certoin size ocreoge
d) Exemption for 1 well on o troct of record.
e) Exemption for domestic use only, l/a oue lown/gorden. No ponds or other uses

f) Esfoblish minimum size - ocreoge or number of lots
g) Estoblish moximum density
h) Require 9Q%o retvrned to oquifer
i) Limit on AF per house

i) Exemption for public woter supply

Enforce exemplion
o) Require meters or flow restriction devises

Define "combined cppropriotion" in slolute?
b) Two or more wells from the some source where o single well would occomplish the

some purpose. (Pre-1993 DNRC rule)
c) Two or more wells from some source in o proiect or development.

(l ) Define proiect or development (Number of lots?)

d) Delete term from stotute
e) Delete "some source" or define cleorly
f) No chonge (keep current DNRC rule). Two or more wells physicolly monifold inlo

the some system.

I ) Regulote or mitigole smqll wells in by orea
o) Exempt wells

(l ) Stotewide
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(2) Closed bosins
(3) Subbosins creoted by rule or low subiect to 85-2-319
(4) Controlled ground woter oreos
(5) Newly-estoblished mitigotion oreos

(o) Creoted by:
(i) Legisloture (stotute or DNRC rule moking outhority).
(ii) By request or petition of locol governmenf or some other entity.

(DNRC rule moking outhority needed)
(b) Bosed upon:

(i) A rodius outside o city limit
(ii) A certoin density
(iii) Zoned oreos (limited lo oreos were zoning in ploce).
(iv) Site specific criterio? (MBMG studies?)
(v) Avoilobility of mitigotion woter storoge.

Minimql odminishqtion
o) Revise morketing lows to ollow for preopproved mitigotion woter, protected from

obondonment ond not considered speculotion. (Pcssed 201l- HB24)
(1) Buyers ond sellers find eoch other
(2) Creote o listing service for preopproved mitigotion woter

b) Provide inceniives moking mitigolion woter ovoiloble
(1) Expedited chonge processing
(2) Woive fee for chonge opplicotion

Creole q woler bonk to ove?see qnd focilitqle wqfer morkeling
o) Include provisions of Option 1

b) Entity thot would odminister woter bonk
(r ) DNRC
(2) Entity thot odministers o mitigotion oreo
(3) Woter conservoncy districts. (85-9-405 - ocquire by purchose, exchonge,

gift, leose, gront, devise, or otherwise londs, woter, woter rights...)
(4) Conservotion districts (76-15-403 - execute proiects for the conservotion,

development, storoge, distribution, ond utilizotion of woter, including but
not limited to ... supplying woter for fire protection, livestock, or public,
domestic, industriol, or other uses.

(5) County woter districts (purchose, leose, or otherwise ocquire ond operote
ond mointoin woter rights - 7-13-2218l,.

(6) Privote entity? (Nonprofit or for profit)
c) Source of woter to "hydrote" the woter bonk

(l ) Volunrory deposits
(2) Stote or locql entity purchose of woter (or chonge from currenf use)

(o) Leose from Bureou of Reclomotion
(b) Woter from sfote proiects
(c) Stote-owned rights (instreom flow, trust londs, other).

d) Monitoring of mitigotion.
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3) Price slruclure of woler in bank
o) Negotioted by buyer/seller.
b) Set by stote or other entity

1) Clorify county government outhority to require public woter ond sewer
2) Increose 500 foot requirement for hook up to public systems. (Current rule)
3) Creote o loon progrom to fund public woter ond sewer systems os on olternotive to

individuol wells ond septic systems in subdivisions
o) Revise RRGL progrom to ollow loons to privote entities
b) Creote revolving loon progrom
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