STATE OF MONTANA
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October 27, 2005

Clayton Schenck
Legislative Fiscal Analyst
Legislative Fiscal Division

Dear Mr. Schenck:

This letter is in response to your request for an update on the economic analysis of the buying vs.
leasing the state forensics lab in Missoula, Montana to be conducted by the Department of
Justice.

The line item in House Bill 2, Section D stated: “The department shall prepare an economic
analysis that compares the value of a purchase by the state versus the continued lease by the
state of the forensics lab facility located in Missoula. The department shall present this analysis
to the legislative finance committee at its first meeting following July 1, 2005”.

As you know, this language was vetoed by Governor Schweitzer.

However, it is the intent of the Department of Justice to proceed with this study and to present it
to the 2007 Legislature. As of September 2005, no actual calculations or analysis has begun.
The department has done some preliminary investigations into the best methodology to be used
and has communicated with Mr. Garett Bacon, facilities contracting officer for the Facilities
Management Bureau, Department of Administration for his input and expertise in this area. Mr.
Bacon has graciously offered his assistance to help the Department of Justice in preparing this
economic analysis. Since state law grants the Department of Administration jurisdiction over
allocation of state agency space, we believe that the cooperation and input of the Department of
Administration to be critical.
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I hope this information is sufficient. Please contact me if you have need for additional
information regarding this study.

Sincerely,

Robert Culver, Administrator
Centralized Services Division

c. Larry Fasbender



