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Agency Legislative Budget  
The following table summarizes the total proposed budget for the agency by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 
 
Agency Legislative Budget 
 
 
Budget Item 

 
Base 

Budget 
Fiscal 2006 

 
PL Base 

Adjustment 
Fiscal 2008 

 
New 

Proposals 
Fiscal 2008 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 2008 

 
PL Base 

Adjustment 
Fiscal 2009 

 
New 

Proposals 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 08-09 

   
FTE 90.25 102.25 0.00 192.50 102.25 0.00 192.50 192.50
   
Personal Services 320,686 10,569,442 0 10,890,128 10,582,421 0 10,903,107 21,793,235
Operating Expenses 332,105 7,787,739 275,000 8,394,844 7,678,259 275,000 8,285,364 16,680,208
Equipment 60,653 0 0 60,653 0 0 60,653 121,306
   
    Total Costs $713,444 $18,357,181 $275,000 $19,345,625 $18,260,680 $275,000 $19,249,124 $38,594,749
   
General Fund 713,444 18,357,181 200,000 19,270,625 18,260,680 200,000 19,174,124 38,444,749
State/Other Special 0 0 75,000 75,000 0 75,000 75,000 150,000
   
    Total Funds $713,444 $18,357,181 $275,000 $19,345,625 $18,260,680 $275,000 $19,249,124 $38,594,749

 
Page Reference 
Legislative Budget Analysis, A-310 
 
Executive Budget Comparison  
The following table compares the proposed budget for the 2009 biennium to the budget requested by the Governor, by 
type of expenditure and source of funding. 
 
Executive Budget Comparison 
 
 
Budget Item 

 
Base 

Budget 
Fiscal 2006 

 
Executive 

Budget 
Fiscal 2008 

 
Legislative 

Budget 
Fiscal 2008 

 
Leg – Exec. 
Difference 
Fiscal 2008 

 
Executive 

Budget 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Legislative 

Budget 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Leg – Exec. 
Difference 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Biennium 
Difference 

Fiscal 08-09 
   
FTE 90.25 192.50 192.50 0.00 192.50 192.50 0.00
   
Personal Services 320,686 10,890,128 10,890,128 0 10,903,107 10,903,107 0 0
Operating Expenses 332,105 8,319,844 8,394,844 75,000 8,210,364 8,285,364 75,000 150,000
Equipment 60,653 60,653 60,653 0 60,653 60,653 0 0
   
    Total Costs $713,444 $19,270,625 $19,345,625 $75,000 $19,174,124 $19,249,124 $75,000 $150,000
   
General Fund 713,444 19,195,625 19,270,625 75,000 19,099,124 19,174,124 75,000 150,000
State/Other Special 0 75,000 75,000 0 75,000 75,000 0 0
   
    Total Funds $713,444 $19,270,625 $19,345,625 $75,000 $19,174,124 $19,249,124 $75,000 $150,000

 
Funding included in this bill for the Office of Public Defender is $150,000 greater than the executive request due to a 
technical error. Once this technical error is corrected, the funding for the Office of Public Defender will be as requested 
by the executive budget.    
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Agency Highlights  
 

Office of the Public Defender 
Major Budget Highlights 

 
♦ The base budget for the agency was minimal because FY 2006 was a 

transition year.   OPD began providing services July 1, 2006 and anticipates 
that FY 2008 will be the first year of full implementation of the new system 

♦ A supplemental request of  about $5.4 million is anticipated 
♦ Funding of $9.5 million is removed from the Judiciary Branch, District Court 

Operations Program to reflect the transfer of responsibility for public 
defender costs to the OPD 

 
 
Funding  
The following table summarizes funding for the agency, by program and source.  Funding for each program is discussed 
in detail in the individual program narratives that follow. 
 
The public defender system is funded primarily with general fund.  A small amount of state special revenue ($75,000 per 
year) from donations or payments for public defender costs is anticipated in the 2009 biennium. 
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Program Legislative Budget  
The following table summarizes the proposed budget for this program by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 
 
Program Legislative Budget 
 
 
Budget Item 

 
Base 

Budget 
Fiscal 2006 

 
PL Base 

Adjustment 
Fiscal 2008 

 
New 

Proposals 
Fiscal 2008 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 2008 

 
PL Base 

Adjustment 
Fiscal 2009 

 
New 

Proposals 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 08-09 

   
FTE     87.25     97.25      0.00   184.50    97.25      0.00    184.50   184.50 
   
Personal Services      320,686   10,092,071            0  10,412,757  10,104,513            0   10,425,199    20,837,956 
Operating Expenses      332,105    7,690,710      275,000   8,297,815   7,580,713      275,000    8,187,818    16,485,633 
Equipment       60,653            0            0      60,653           0            0       60,653       121,306 
   
    Total Costs      $713,444   $17,782,781      $275,000  $18,771,225  $17,685,226     $275,000   $18,673,670    $37,444,895 
   
General Fund      713,444   17,782,781      200,000  18,696,225  17,685,226      200,000   18,598,670    37,294,895 
State/Other Special            0            0       75,000      75,000           0       75,000       75,000       150,000 
   
    Total Funds      $713,444   $17,782,781      $275,000  $18,771,225  $17,685,226     $275,000   $18,673,670    $37,444,895 

 
Page Reference 
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Funding  
The Public Defender Office is funded with general fund. The office may also access funds deposited to state special 
revenue accounts from: 1) gifts, grants or donations; and 2) payments for the costs of a public defender either ordered by 
the court according to 46-8-113, MCA, ordered according the Montana Youth Court Act, or made according to the Crime 
Victims Compensation Act of Montana and designated as payment for public defender cost.   The agency has estimated 
state special revenue from these sources will be $75,000 per year during the 2009 biennium.  However, because this is a 
new function, no prior history of revenues exists to be used as a basis for projecting future revenues. 
 
Present Law Adjustments  
The “Present Law Adjustments” table shows the primary changes to the proposed adjusted base budget.  “Statewide 
Present Law” adjustments are standard categories of adjustments made to all agencies.  Decisions on these items were 
applied globally to all agencies, unless otherwise noted.  The other numbered adjustments in the table correspond to the 
narrative descriptions. 
 
Present Law Adjustments 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2008-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2009----------------------------------------- 
  

 
 
FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

 
FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

Personal Services 5,119,378   5,126,319
Vacancy Savings (217,597)   (217,883)
Inflation/Deflation 66,632   68,123
Fixed Costs 276,675   225,025
   
 Total Statewide Present Law Adjustments $5,245,088   $5,201,584
   
DP 101 - Office of Public Defender Funding Annualization 
  97.25 10,787,693 0 0 10,787,693 97.25 10,733,642 0 0 10,733,642
DP 102 - Adjustment for Increase in Caseload 
  0.00 1,750,000 0 0 1,750,000 0.00 1,750,000 0 0 1,750,000
       
 Total Other Present Law Adjustments 
  97.25 $12,537,693 $0 $0 $12,537,693 97.25 $12,483,642 $0 $0 $12,483,642
       
 Grand Total All Present Law Adjustments $17,782,781   $17,685,226

  
DP 101 - Office of Public Defender Funding Annualization - This bill provides $21.5 million to annualize funding for 
the Public Defender's Office based upon the agency's estimate of on-going future costs of the system.  
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DP 102 - Adjustment for Increase in Caseload - This bill provides $3.5 million general fund for the biennium for 
caseload increases.   
 
New Proposals 
  

New Proposals 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2008-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2009----------------------------------------- 
  

Program 
 
FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

 
FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

 
DP 104 - Fitness to Proceed and Related Costs 

 01 0.00 200,000 0 0 200,000 0.00 200,000 0 0 200,000
DP 105 - Misc. State Special Revenue Funding 

 01 0.00 0 75,000 0 75,000 0.00 0 75,000 0 75,000
      

Total 0.00 $200,000 $75,000 $0 $275,000 0.00 $200,000 $75,000 $0 $275,000

  
DP 104 - Fitness to Proceed and Related Costs - This bill provides $400,000 general fund for the biennium to fund 
evaluations of individuals to assure the court that the individual is 'fit to proceed' in the process.  If a public defender 
requests the evaluation, the public defender system is responsible for the cost.   
 
DP 105 - Misc. State Special Revenue Funding - This bill provides $150,000 state special revenue for the biennium from 
the public defender account provided for in 47-1-110, MCA. 
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Program Legislative Budget  
The following table summarizes the proposed budget for this program by year, type of expenditure, and source of 
funding. 
 
Program Legislative Budget 
 
 
Budget Item 

 
Base 

Budget 
Fiscal 2006 

 
PL Base 

Adjustment 
Fiscal 2008 

 
New 

Proposals 
Fiscal 2008 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 2008 

 
PL Base 

Adjustment 
Fiscal 2009 

 
New 

Proposals 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 2009 

 
Total 

Leg. Budget 
Fiscal 08-09 

   
FTE      3.00      5.00      0.00     8.00     5.00      0.00     8.00     8.00 
   
Personal Services            0      477,371            0     477,371     477,908            0      477,908       955,279 
Operating Expenses            0       97,029            0      97,029      97,546            0       97,546       194,575 
   
    Total Costs            $0      $574,400            $0     $574,400     $575,454            $0      $575,454     $1,149,854 
   
General Fund            0      574,400            0     574,400      575,454            0      575,454     1,149,854 
   
    Total Funds            $0      $574,400            $0     $574,400     $575,454            $0      $575,454     $1,149,854 

 
Page Reference 
Legislative Budget Analysis, A-325 
 
Funding  
The appellate defender function is funded entirely with general fund. 
 
Present Law Adjustments  
The “Present Law Adjustments” table shows the primary changes to the proposed adjusted base budget.  “Statewide 
Present Law” adjustments are standard categories of adjustments made to all agencies.  Decisions on these items were 
applied globally to all agencies, unless otherwise noted.  The other numbered adjustments in the table correspond to the 
narrative descriptions. 
 
Present Law Adjustments 
 ------------------------------------Fiscal 2008-------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Fiscal 2009----------------------------------------- 
  

 
 
FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

 
FTE 

General 
Fund 

State 
Special 

Federal 
Special 

Total 
Funds 

Personal Services 207,857   208,094
Vacancy Savings (8,314)   (8,324)
   
 Total Statewide Present Law Adjustments $199,543   $199,770
   
DP 101 - Appellate Defender Funding Annualization 
  5.00 374,857 0 0 374,857 5.00 375,684 0 0 375,684
       
 Total Other Present Law Adjustments 
  5.00 $374,857 $0 $0 $374,857 5.00 $375,684 $0 $0 $375,684
       
 Grand Total All Present Law Adjustments $574,400   $575,454

  
DP 101 - Appellate Defender Funding Annualization - This bill provides $750,541 general fund and 5.00 FTE to 
annualize and implement the statewide office of public defender’ operating plan for the appellate defender office. The 
office became a part of the statewide public defender system effective July 1, 2006.  Prior to that date the office was a 
separate state agency.   
 


