
JOHN 5. ANDERSON. M.D. 

and Environmental Sciences 
HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

Director  
November 10, 1972 

Board of County Commissioners, a n e r a 1  County Courthouse, Superior  
City-County Planning Board, Superior  
Ronald W. Fleck, M.D., County Health Off icer ,  Superior 
14r. James P. Nelsen, Sani tar ian ,  Courthouse Annex, 2lissoula 
Mr. Fle tcher  Newby, Environmental Quali ty Council, Helena 
I-Iontana F i sh  and Game Department, Helena 
Department of Planning and Economic Development, Helena 
Mr. Dave Xunnallee, Branch Off ice ,  Box 1031, l i a l i s p e l l  
Student Environmental Research Center, Room 212, Venture Center, Elissoula 
M r .  H. Gene IJarren, P. 0. Box 173, Haugan, Nontana 

Gent lenen : 

The enclosed environmental impact s tatement has been prepared f o r  Cabin 
Ci ty  Subdivision located  i n  Xinera l  County, Xontana. This i s  submitted 
f o r  your review and comments. 

Under F1ontana l a w ,  a person o r  agency has t h i r t y  days t o  submit comments 
and/or supply a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o m a t i o n .  An add i t iona l  f i f t e e n  days may be 
granted upon s p e c i f i c  reques t  t o  an ind iv idua l  o r  agency. If you have 
any comments regarding t h e  environmental impact s t a tenen t ,  p lease  submit 
them i n  t r i p l i c a t e  t o  t h i s  o f f i c e .  

Af te r  t h i r t y  days, t h e  p ro jec t  w i l l  be reviewed i n  l i g h t  of coinments re- 
ceived t h a t  are app l icab le  under Kontana l a w .  

S incere ly  yours, 

D. G. IJillems, P. E., Chief 
Water q u a l i t y  Eureau 
Environmental Sciences Division 

DGV: sh 
Enclosure 
cc: Ben \Jake 



MONTANA STATE DEPARDBNT OF HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIROSXENTAL SCIENCES 
November 10, 1972 

Cabin City Subdivision 
Mineral County, Xontana 

Pursuant t o  t h e  Hontana Environmental Policy Act, Section 69-6504 (b) 
(3); t h e  a c t  con t ro l l ing  both publ ic  and p r iva t e  water supply and sewage 
disposal  f o r  subdivisions, Section 69-5001 through 5005; and t he  act t o  
con t ro l  water pol lut ion,  Section 69-4801 through 4827, the  following 
statement is prepared by t he  S t a t e  Department of Health and Environmental 
Sciences, t h e  Environmental Sciences Division, concerning Cabin City Sub- 
d iv i s ion  located i n  PEneral County f o r  which a request  has been received 
t o  remove t h e  s an i t a ry  r e s t r i c t i ons .  

LOCATION: 

The subdivision i s  located i n  Sections 34 and 35, Township 19 North, Range 
29 West, IPM, Mineral County, Montana. A map of the  a rea  is attached. 
A f u r t h e r  loca t ion  of t he  subdivision is on the  Camel Hump Road a t  t he  
townsite of t he  ghost town of Cabin City. The s i t e  cons i s t s  of 89 
acres  which w i l l  be divided i n t o  70 l o t s .  Lots range i n  s i z e  from s l i g h t l y  
over one-half a c r e  t o  a maximum of over f i v e  acres.  

T O P O G W H Y  AND SOILS: 

The si te is r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  with about th ree  benches between t he  highway 
and t h e  end of t he  subdivision. Top s o i l  ranges from a depth of 6 t o  18 
inches underlaid with gravel  and clay loam. Groundwater was encountered 
i n  some areas a t  a depth of from four  t o  seven f e e t  below the  surface.  I n  
those areas where t he  groundwater occurred a t  four f e e t ,  the  l o t s  have 
been e i t h e r  excluded from the  subdivision o r  enlarged t o  such an extent  
t h a t  the re  are places on the  l o t  which w i l l  provide an adequate separat ion 
between the  d r a in f i e ld  and the  groundwater. 

W A C T  : 

There probably w i l l  be very l i t t l e  impact from t h i s  development as the  
area is surraunded by na t iona l  f o r e s t  and i s  not  crowded. It i s  expected 
t h a t  t he r e  w i l l  be  few permanent buildings and the  l o t s  w i l l  be  used 
mostly f o r  summer homes and cabins. This i s  rever t ing t he  land back 
t o  its former use as t h i s  was e i t h e r  a small  townsite o r  a l a r g e  cabin 
type development many years ago. 

ADVERSE EFFECTS: 

There w i l l  probably be  no adverse e f f e c t  f r on  t h i s  subdivision provided 
adequate precautions a r e  taken i n  locat ing t h e  sewage disposal  f a c i l i t i e s  



t o  maintain a 100-foot separa t ion between the  sewage d i sposa l  system and 
t h e  stream along wi th  providing a minimun of four  f e e t  between t h e  bottom 
of t h e  d r a i n f i e l d  and t h e  groundwater table .  

T'nere nay b e  some s o l i d  waste generated through t h i s  p r o j e c t  which must be 
disposed of .  

The inc rease  i n  populat ion dens i ty  by t h i s  development w i l l  probably have 
no adverse e f f e c t  on t h e  area .  

ALTERNATES : 

The b a s i c  a l t e r n a t e s  t o  be  considered are: 

1. Remove t h e  s a n i t a r y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and permit t h e  development t o  proceed. 

2. Refuse t o  re-move t h e  s a n i t a r y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  so t h a t  no dwellings can 
be  erec ted  on t h e  site. 

3. Increase  t h e  l o t  s i z e  t o  such an  a r e a  t h a t  it w i l l  be  ou t  of t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  reviewing agency. 

A t  t h e  present  t i n e ,  t h i s  land is  no t  being u t i l i z e d .  It i s  j u s t  barren  
open land wi th  o l d  foundations remaining f r o n  previous s t r u c t u r e s  which 
had been erected  i n  t h e  area .  The shallow depth of top s o i l  makes i t  
marginal a g r i c u l t u r a l  land which possibly could b e  used for i n t e r m i t t e n t  
grazing of l ives tock.  Therefore, from an economic s tandpoint ,  t h i s  
development: would be an improvement over t h e  e-xisting land use. 

It is doubtful  i f  t h e  inc rease  i n  populat ion w i l l  have a g r e a t  a f f e c t  
on t h e  ecology of t h e  area .  The s i t e  is now used occasionally a s  a 
stop-over po in t  f o r  t o u r i s t s  taking t h e  Camel Back bypass road between 
DeBorgia and St .  Regis. 

IRREVERSIBLE COE4ITMENT OF RESOURCES: 

There w i l l  be  a c e r t a i n  u t i l i z a t i o n  of n a t u r a l  resources i n  t h e  e r e c t i o n  
of bui ld ings  and t h e  const ruct ion of appurtenances there to .  This is t r u e  
no matter where dwellings may b e  erected.  There w i l l  probably be l i t t l e  
change i n  the n a t u r a l  resources of t h e  a r e a  because t h e r e  is one road 
through t h e  area a t  t h e  present  time. Further,  i f  t h e  sires a r e  land- 
scaped and developed, they probably w i l l  improve t h e  appearance of t h e  
area. This development is  probably re turning t h e  land t o  use  which has 
been pract iced a number of yea rs  ago when t h e  s i te  w a s  used f o r  cabins 
and smal l  homesites. 

CONCLUSIONS: 

The s i z e  of t h e  l o t s  along wi th  t h e  type of s o i l  and groundwater condit ions 
nakes i t  des i rab le  f o r  a subdivis ion type development. The f a c t  t h a t  



t h e  site is where a previous s im i l a r  type development had ex i s ted  many 
years  ago makes i t  a n a t u r a l  townsite development. 

Twelve-Mile Creek flows through the development and must be  protected 
by exclusion of any sewage d i sposa l  devices from within  100 f e e t  of t he  
stream. The areas  of high groundwater a r e  i n  c lose  proximity t o  t he  
stream, and i n  t he  f lood bas in  of Twelve-Mile Creek; therefore ,  these  
a reas  must a l s o  be excluded from development. 

There may be a quest ion of d isposal  of s o l i d  waste which must be res.olved 
by t he  developer. Since t he  s i t e  is some d i s tance  from an es tab l i shed  
community, some type of s o l i d  waste disposal f a c i l i t y  must b e  es tabl ished 
f o r  t h e  persons buying l o t s  i n  the dwelopmsnt. 

If proper d i sposa l  of s o l i d  waste can be  provided, the re  appears t o  be 
no reason f o r  not  removing t h e  s an i t a ry  r e s t r i c t i o n s  from t h i s  develop- 
ment. It w i l l  be s t i pu l a t ed  t h a t  each ind iv idua l  sewage d i sposa l  system 
be constructed i n  accordance with t he  requirements of t he  S t a t e  Depart- 
ment of Health along wi th  the  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  a minimum of 100 f e e t  
hor izon ta l  d i s tance  w i l l  be maintained from the  sewage d i sposa l  f a c i l i t y  
and t he  stream and t h a t  a minimum four-foot separat ion s h a l l  b e  maintained 
from the  bottom of the d ra in f i e l d  and t he  groundwater t ab le .  

This repor t  prepared by A. W. Clarkson, P.E., B.S.C.E., M.S.C.E., 'Water 
Quali ty Bureau, S t a t e  Department of Health and Environmental Sciences, 
from ma te r i a l  furnished by M r .  H. Gene Warren, Land Surveyor f o r  t he  
developer. 
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