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A NEGATIVE DECLARATION
FOR THE
ROGER W. MIELSEN SWINE OPERATION

Pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act, the following
negative dec]arat1on has been prepared by the Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences concerning the proposed Roger Nielsan swine
operation and his request for a waste discharge permit for that same
facility near Whitefish, Montana.

The purpose of this negative declaration is to inform all interested
governmental agencies and public groups of the Water Quality Bureau's
intent not to write an environmental impact statement. This declaration
will be circulated for a period of ten days at which time a decision will
be made as to whether or not a waste discharge permit should be issued.
If you care to comment on this application for a permit, please do so
within that allotted time.

Mr. Roger W. Nielsen proposes to construct an animaj conf1nﬁweﬂ+
facility having capacity for approximately 40 sows with Titters and 135
feeder pigs. The animal confinement facility will be total confinement
in nature with all livestock contained within buildings. The animal .
confinement facility will be located in the NE%, SW%, Sec. 33, T. 31 N.,
R. 22 W., of Flathead County approximately 3-1/2 miles west of Whitefish,
Montana. The approximate location of this proposed facility is indicated
on the attached map.
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
COUNCIL

Mr. Steven L. Pilcher )
Water Quality Bureau ‘

Department of Health & Env. Sciences
Helena, MT 59601 o

Dear Mr. Pilcher: o )

Our regional office in Kalispell has reviewed your
negative declaration for the Roger Nielsen swine opera-
tion near Whitefish. , _

Subsequent to that review they prepared the attached
memo. MWe hope this information will be of use. -

Sincerely,

James A. Posewitz, Administrator
Environment & Information Division

JAP/sd
Enc

cc: Otis Robbins B
nvironmental Quality Council
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Office Memorandume 0,

TO : Wes Woodgerd Attn: J. Posewitz DATE: July 11, 1975

Aghley Roberts
FROM : Tom Hay By: Otis Robbins

SUBJECT: Negative Declaration for the Roger W. Nielson swine operation

Roger W, Nielson proposes to construct an animal confinement facility on
his property near Skyles Lake about three and one-half miles west of
Whitefish, The waste material, as well as wash water, will be collected
as liquid manure in pots under the building. The proposal is to dispose
of these liquids on approximately thirty seven acres of land adjacent

to an intermittent stream between Skyles and Spencer Lakes.,

Both Skyles and Spencer Lakes have populations of cutthroat trout and
provide good fishing.

The area in question, at present, is pastured with livestock to the extent
it has a poor grass cover. Any rain shower of reasonable magnitude, no
doubt, contributes run-off and erosion to the stream and eventually to
Spencer Lake. Unless extreme care is taken to keep the liquid manure on
the thirty seven acre tract, the manure and its resultant nutrient load
will end up in Spencer Lake. This could lead to eutrophication problems
in the lake,

Also, at this time there are some problems with odors from this area. Care
should be taken to see that this odor problem is not intensified during
high use period of Skyles Lake.

We would recommend that a ditch be constructed along the base of the
disposal area leading to a collection pit. If disposed liquids run off
the hillside they would then be collected and could be utilized elsewhere,






