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IN REPLY REFER 70

36-SCK
T 9058(3)
Signal Modification
Mont. Ave. with
Lyndale, Helena, and
Boulder - Helena
REF: 08-30.22-A3

U. S. Department of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration ‘ Reply Requested by:
Helena, Montana 59601 March 10, 1975
Gentiemen:

This Agency Impact Determination is being submitted for your concurrence
that an Environmental Impact Statement or Negative Declaration is not required
for this non major action.

The proposed project is located in Helena, Montana, at the intersection of
Montana Avenue with Helena and Lyndale Avenues and the intersection of Montana
Avenue with Boulder Avenue, The present signal installation at the intersection
of Montana Avenue with Helena and Lyndale Avenues has a 3-phase controller. This
intersection is operating with a great amount of conjestion partially because it
has five legs and because of the close proximatey of the Boulder intersection.

The intersection of Montana Avenue and Boulder Avenue presently has no
signal installed at that location. The proposed project calls for the widening
of Montana Avenue to the north and the installation of a 4-phase full actuated
solid state controller to operate both intersections. Four 250 watt sodium vapor
Tuminaires will be installed at each intersection. Opticom, emergency vehicle
pre-emption will be included along with pedestrian heads. Some additional right-
of-way may be required for the widening of the north leg of Montana Avenue.

Warrant No. 1, Minimum Vehicular Volume is met for the intersection of Montana
Avenue with Helena and Lyndale Avenues and Warrant No. 2, Interruption of Continuous
Traffic, is met for the intersection of Montana Avenue with Boulder Avenue.

This project has been included in the Helena Urban Transportation System.
The energy being used by the present signal installation is approximately

2100 kilo-watt hours per month. The new installation will use 3900 kilo-watt
hours of energy per month.

(Cont’ d)
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There will be no significant effect upon the natural and cultural resources
of the area. Soil erosion, park, recreational areas, wildlife, water fowl refuges,

historic and natural Tlandmarks are not involved in this project.

The water quality of the area will not be affected. The Department of
Health and Environmental Sciences has reviewed this project and assured us that
if anything the project will improve the air quality of the area. The noise
levels should not change due to this project.

Based on the foregoing, it is felt that the proposed project will not
significantly affect the environment and does not warrant the preparation of an

* Environmental Impact Statement or a Negative Declaration.

Your early return of a signed copy of this Determination will be appreciated.
Very truly yours,

H. J. ANDERSON
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS

Ko]ogf, P.E.

BY:

Stephen C.
Chief-Preconstruction Bureau
36-SCK:AGZ:DYS:sk
Enclosure
I Concur /<§4%224fé%?22&¢e,7( Date MAR 21 1375

H. N. Stewart, Division Engineer
Federal Highway Administration
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