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Gentl emen:

Enclosed for your information and review is a draft envirpnmental
impact statement prepared in compliance with the Montana Envinrnmental
Policy Act and the national environmental policy act.

This environmental impact statement addresses itself specifically
to the acquisition of the Mt. Haggin ranch property near Anaconda,
Montana.

If you have any corments or corrections to make in this draft
statement, please have those comments to us no later than February 10,
1976.

We would like to thank you for taking the time to review this
statement and prepare any comnents you feel are necessary.

Sincerely, ! )
"'- /., i 

(-', ,ko"uL((./ J'6-u4 L* \.
/lanes A. Posewitz, Administratoi'--\/ Envi ronment and Information Division\\

JAP/sd

Enc

Note: A public meeting will be held in the lobby of the Marcus Daly
Hotel ,20A Main, Anaconda, Mon'tana, at 8:00 p.m. on Monday'
February 2, 19760 at which time corments will also be received.
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SIJMMARY

The proposed actlon is the acquisition of l-15r000 acres of the Mount
Haggin Ranch (1-56'000 total acres) through efforts of the Nature Conservancy,
the Bureau of outdoor Recreation, the u. s. Forest service, and Montana
Department of Fish and Game. Acquisitlon acreage per agency (Located mostl_y
in Deer Lodge County, Montana, but also in Silver Bow, PowelL and GranLte
Counties) Ls 551000 acres for the Montana Department of Fish and Game and
60'000 acres for the U. S. Forest Service (Deer Lodge and Beaverhead Natlonal-
Forests).

Prfuaary consideration for agenciest purchase is providing and maintaLn-
lng quaLl,ty dispersed outdoor recreation, although the Forest Servlce wiLl-
conduct comprehensive multipl-e use planning for thelr acquisitions, A sub-
stantial portion of the Forest Servlce parcel-s wiLl be consid.ered for inclu-
slon l"nto the Anaconda-Pintlar Wll-derness. Purchase lands contain qual-ity
and abundant popuLations of btg game and aquatl-c ll-fe, which are a valuable
resource to the area and receive slgniflcant use.

The primary impacts wiLL be the Loss of personal and property taxes to
Deer Lodge, Granite, Powel-L and Sil-ver Bow Countles (approxLmately $341000/year) and l-oss of personal income of approxlmately $161000/year (1oss of
4-5 seasonal- agricultural Jobs).

The primary benefits from the acqulsition are guaranteeing access to
lands which are valuable for game and aquatic habitat and popul-atlons, and related
amenities wlth dlspersed outdoor recreation. These benefits have not only social
val-ue for the surrounding areas, but for persons from a wide popul-ation, is thLs
region becomes Lncreasl-ngly more important for its natural environmental ameni-
tles.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Mount Haggln Acquisltion

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. Approxlmately 115r000 aeres of the 156,000 acre Mount Haggin Ranch w111 be
purchased in two phases through the cooperatlve efforts of The Nature Con-
servancy, the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, the U. S. Forest Service, and
the Montana Department of Fish and Game. (See Map 1-.) The Montana Department
of Fish and Game will acquire 551000 acres and the U. S. Forest Service will
acquire 601000 acres.

1. Phase one will conslst of the purchase by and donation to the Department
of Fl-sh and Game of the east portion of the Continental Divlde Unit and
the purchase of Parcel- B of the ContinentaL Divlde Unit by the U. S.
Forest Servlce. Financial asslstance for the Fl-sh and Game purchase
will come from the Secretary of the Interiorts Contingency Reserve in
the Land and Water Conservation Fund which will be used to match state
funds and donated vaLue. The funds for the U. S. Forest Service purchase
wLll come from a specl-al appropriation throu$r the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund . Phase one wlLL take place lnrmediately.

At this time, The Nature Conservancy w111 also secure a five-year option
for the purchase/donation of the remal-nder of the ContLnentaL Dlvide
Unlt (Parcel A) and the LosECreek UnLt.

2. Phase two will- brlng the remainder of the Continental- Dlvlde Unit (Parcel-
A) and the Lost Creek Unit into publ-ic ownership wlthin fLve years as
funding permits. Both parceLs wil-l- be acquired by the U. S. Forest
Service. Parcel- A wLl1 be donated by the present landowner sl-nc.e Lt
lies outside forest boundaries and the Lost Creek Untt w111 be acouired
by purchase.

Each agency will administer and manage independently those lands which
it acquires. Ilowever, coordination and conmunication between agencLes
will assure compl-imentary management practices.

B. The land acquired wilJ be managed by the U. S. Forest ServLee and the Montana
Departrnent of Fish and Game with the following objectives in mLnd.

U . _ 
g, 
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1. Short-term management objectives of the proposed Forest Service lands
will recognlze the significant potential and variety of recreation of
the area and protect these values until multiple-use planning is completed.

The Forest Service (Deerlodge National Forest) will base its long-term
management objectives on completLon of the multlpl-e-use plans for the
Mount Haggin parcels A and B and the Lost Creek Unit. Multiple-use
planning l-nvol-ves Forest Service studLes and publ-ic opinLon and partlcl-
ation i.n decisions of long-range uses for the acquisitlon lands.



The Forest Service recognizes the roadless and essential-ly roadl-ess

condition of portions of the area and the proxirnity of these areas to
the adjacent Anaconda-Pl-ntlar WLlderness and the Storm Lake Roadless

Area.

Activlties such as road malntenance and dispersed recreati-on management

wil-l protect exlstLng facillties and control current uses.

If needed to protect wil-dlife or other resource values, offroad vehicle
controls and road management will be Lmpl-emented as an l-nterlm measure

lmttl nultlpl-e-use management further def ines these needs. Publ-ic involve-
nent would Precede such controls.

Multiple-use planning wi1-l constitute studies of the fo1-l-owing categories
as to existing conditlons and future uses: roadless area nanagementt
road maintenance, trail- maintenance, marking and postlng proPerty lirtes,
minerals nanagement, special- use nanagement, recreation management'

fire managet.ot, watershed management, and right-of-way review' The

nultip1e-use plan could change Ln the future, as conditLons warrant.

Montana Fish and Game Management Objectives

Z. The Department of Fish and Game admLnistered lands wl-Ll be managed for
dispersed outdoor recreation. Special attention w11-1 be given to improv-
lng the proposed purchase l-ands and the returntng of these lands to a

more natural environment.

Onl-y l-tnited recreational" improvements wil-1 be constructed. They wl-L1

conslst of a few access points, trail heads, and possibly limited foot
and vehicle trail lmprovements. Al-so, l-irnited erosion control measures

wil-l be enPl-oYed where needed.

Detalled studles of the needs of people and the site wil-l- be undertaken
to deter:mine the extent and location of such improvements.

promiscuous roads and traiLs will be cl-osed when studies have ldentified
those which are surplus to peopl-ets needs or deLrimental to the area.

Game habLtat wil-l be enhanced and maintained by appropriate management

procedures, and domestic stock grazLng wil-l- be considered where (1)

"tndl"" show such use is nct i"n competition with game Populatlons or
recreationaL use, or (2) where regulated gtazl:ng systems will promote

deslred pl-ant succession for good wlldl-Lfe and forest management.

Tlmber harvesting wil-l contl-nue until the existl-ng agreement has expired
or is renegotlated. Thls will occur no later than 1-988. After that time'
tlmber harvest wLll- be permitted where it wilL promote desirable plant
successlon.

Mutual Obiectives

3. Both agencLes wil-l- perpetuate and enhance those recreational opportunitles
consistent wlth the ability of the resource to support such use wlthout
degradation. These w111 Lnclude, but are not limited to: mountaLneering,



backpacking, hiking, ski touring, snowmobiling, hunting, fishlng,
campi.ng, picnicking, nature study, seenery, wlldlife, and scenery
photography. Both agencLesr management lrill be contingent upon the
presence and continuance of the tirnber contract he1-d by Louisiana
Pacif l"c. (See II. D. 5 . b . )

These activities provided more than 18r000 user days of recreation
In L974. Use is expected to increase if the area comes into public
ownership. Accurate projecti.ons of this increase are difficult to
estimate but are computed for some activities in Sectlon III. C. 6.
Recreation.

C. Description of Remaining Property

After the proposed acguisltion by the Montana Department of Fish and Game
and the U. S. Forest Service, there will remain 41,000 acres in. the Mount
Haggin Livestock Companyrs possession. These remaining lands are the Willow
Glen unlt (to the south) and warm springs unit (to the north). (see Map
1-.) Col-lectiveLy, the units contain al-most 21,000 acres of productive agri-
cultural land which can be run as a compl-ete productlve cattl-e ranch and farm
unit. The remalning lands in the unLts (201000 acres) are in poor condition,
having been damaged by emissions fron the smelter at Anaconda. This damage
ls evident on the southern portion of the Warm Springs Unit and the northern
portion of the WilLow Glen Unit. Productivity ls slowly returning to some
of the land as heavy metal concentratl-ons are leached from the soil-.
Little l-and of timber value will rernain in the ownership of Mount Haggin
Ranch.

II. DESCRIPTION OF TIIE EXISTING ENVIRONMEI.IT

Locatlon

The 156r000-acre Mount Haggln Ranch is located ln southwestern Montana
near the town of Anaconda. The ranch ls almost entlreLy in Deer Lodge
County except for small encroachments lnto surrounding countles as
folLows: 960 acres ln the south end of PowelL Countyr 41000 acres ln
the southeast corner of Granite County, and 91900 acres along the west
boundary of SiLver Bow County. (See Map 1.)

The proposed acqulsition ls divided into two propertles, one north and
the other south of the town of Anaconda. Both propertles are ln the
mountainous terraln and are divlded by the Deer Lodge vaLLey whlch is
comprised of land devoted to urban or bullt up areas, transportatlon
and utlLlties networks and agriculture (see Map f_). The Lost Creek
Unlt (surrotrndlng Lost Creek StaLe Recreatlon AreJnorth of Anaconda)
l-les wlthin the Deerlodge Natlonal Forest and contains approxinatel-y
251500 acres. The Contlnental- Dlvlde Unit is south of Anaconda, beginnlng
ln the foothlll-s on the north side of the Continental Divide, crossing
the Divlde to the foothills of the Beaverhead l,Iational Forest on thegouth. On the west the r,rnit begins at the Anaconda-PLntl-ar Wll-derness
and extends to the DeerLodge National- Forest on the east. The unlt
contalns approximately 891500 acres.



A. Physlcal Envlronment

VLsual Setting

The proposed acquLsition contalns high nountaln peaks and ridges of
bare granite or limestone rising to elevations of over 101000 feet
*"r ".r Leve1 aLong the Continental Divide. The mountains contain
htgh valleys of t "d*t", 

lakes and streansn and the slopes are tirnber

covered. The vegeCation of the hlgh country ranges from whitebark
pLne, alpine fir and spruce foresEs on the slopes to grass and forbs
i1 ttt. meadows. The lower elevations contaln lodgepole pine and

Douglas flr forests.

The foothil-Ls are covered wlth grasslands and dlssected by numerous

perennial and lntermLttent streams. The populated and agrlcultural
areas ln the vaL1ey bottom along walm sprlngs creek are not included
in the ProPosed acquisltlon.

1. GeologY and Mlnerals

8. Lost Creek Unlt

The mountalns ln the west of thls unlt are rnade up of sedlne[tary
rocks of limestone, sandstone and quartzlEe, whlle the eastern
nourtalns are lgneous granlte. Nunerous faults and lgneous
lntruslona occur ln tlre sedfunentary formatlons of the eastern
mountalns.

b. Contlnental Dlvlde Unlt

The mountalns are of sedLnentary llmestone, sandstone and quartzlte
except ln the southeast where volcanic basalts occur. Igneous

graolt. lntruslons and faul-tlng occur throughout the axea. The

ialleya are nade up of a11uvial gravels, clays and elLt of recent
geologlc origln.

The mlneral rlghts to about 62 percent of the ProPerty are retalned by

the U.S. Government. The remalnder are held by the Anaconda Company

or to a very lftnited extenE, other private entLties (Map 2) ' There are no

known ntneral deposits in the area; however, comrnerclal extractlon of
g"ia- f" i"ti"g pir"" to the west and twrgsten and gol-d extractlon ls
6ngotng ln the southwest. Slllca mining has occurred near the north
eale o- the Lost Creek Unlt. The proposed acquisltion has been

extenslvely prospected ln the past, but no known activity ls presently
taklng place. In any caser the Proposed.action w111 not change the

statG of the exisElng mineral rlghts' (See Map 2')

2. Ground Wdter

Gro'nd rsater consists of springs and seeps occurring nainly ln gravels

which yield very ltuited supplies. The quality of the ground water
ls high with approximately 4b parts per rniL1-ion toLal dLssol-ved

sogdJ (tas) tn springs and seeps in mountains to 700 Parts per

nllllon (pprn) total dissoLved solids for water bearing gravels of
the alluvlal val.leys (up to 2'000 ppn tds ls considered suitable for
drlnkLng).



3. Surface Water

Surface water conslsts of over 20 mountaLn lakesr numerous ponds,

f55.5 mlles of trout streams, sprJ-ngs and lntermiEtent sLreams (see

Map _D. The surface water is generally of high quality. But,
fn siiF-locatlons, sedimentation caused by placeri-ng, road building,
overgrazlng or other lack of vegetative Cover is a problem. Theset
however, are few and isolated lnstances.

SolLs

So11 types on the ranch vary from wet alluvial types on a small
portlon of the Warm Springs UnlL to alpine mountain types ln the
ContLnental Divl-de Unlt (see IIap 3 ).

These sol-ls suPport lrrigated and dry crops on 1ow lands and grazLng
and forestry actlvitles on slopes (see IIap -4 ).

In the vLclnlty of the smelter at Anaconda (Lower Contl-nentaL Dlvide
Unlt and LosC Creek Unlt) soils have been contamlnated with heavy
netal conccntratLons. Although the I'tount llaggln land north of the
srnelter ls vlrtually steriJ.e, the remalnlng affected lands have been

. slowly recoverLng from the danage. The actual proposed purchase
areas dtd [ave some perlpheral daroage but are returnlng to Productlvlty.
Sulfur dioxide gas emissions (which combine with rain water to form
sulfuric acid) have caused some leaching of nutrients from the soil ln
Lower Lost Creek Unit. The proposed acquisitl-on lands received minimal
damage and are returnlng to productlvity.

5. Air Quallty

Emlssiet measurements were taken in the valley and do not reflect the
conditlons on the proposed purchase lands as neither the Lost Creek
Unit nor the Continental Divide Unic is 'rdownwind" from Anacondats
stack, and both units are far enough away so,that these emlssions have
not been a slgnificant problem Ln recent years. The lower reaches of
Lost Creek foothills do recelve some emission from inversions l-n the
val1ey. Even in the early years of massive air pollutlon, the damage
to soils and plants hras much less severe on the proposed acquisition than
in the valley near the smelter. The area proposed for purchase is recov-
ering frorn that past pollutl-on.

Prevailing winds in the Deer Lodge valley at Anaconda at stack helght
(Anaconda Surelter) are from southwest l-n fa1l and winteF, and are varlabLe
but predominantly from southwest in spring and summer. r Inversl-ons
occur approxi-mately 40 percent of the time as an annual- average, and
therefore, the Deer Lodge valley has a high potential for air pollution.

4,

The main source of pollutlon in the val_ley at Anaconda is from the
smel-ter whLch dlscharges sulfur dloxlde at th. rate of 122 tonspel dayr and particulates consisting of zinc, arsenlc, 1ead, copper
and various sul-fates at the rate of 3l tons ier day.

James I^1. Gechaus, ttAn

Montana Department of
June, L974.

Alr Quality Study in the Deer Lodgc Va11ey I97I-I973."
Health and Environmental Sciences, Air Quality Bureau,



The sulfur dloxide ernissions are usual-1-y within the State and Federal
standards but exceed those standards occasionally for short perj.ods
of tLme. The conditlons are iurproving and will continue to lnprove
as new control equiprnent is installed. Particulate pollucion fre-
quently exceeds the standards but the new bag house which is under
constructlon will remove 99 percent of Lhe particulaEe emlssions.

6. Clinate

Preclpltation varles from more than 50 inches annually in the hlgh

alpine areas to less than 20 Lnches in the east slope valLeys' The

temperatures range from a maximum of 90o F. ln the l-ower valleys
to rl'Lr,rr" 69F. "I th" hlgher elevations. spring and early surtrtrer

are usually cloudy and cool wlth frequent shorEers, whlle sunmer

skles are usually clear wlth frequent thundershowers. June is
nornally the wettest month and February ls the drlest.

7. Vegetation (See llaP 4 )

8o Vegetatlve TYPes

vegetatLve types wlthLn both unlts are essentiall-y typlcal of
hlgh western-mountain reglons. Some of the Contlnental Dlvlde
untt ts above tlmberllne wlth mountaln tops and rocky rLdges

eupportlng only sparse alpine ves,etatlon. Lower elevatlons of
bottr unlt" ".rppott 

extenslve stands of tlnrber with lodgepole

plne and Douglas flr belng the predonlnant specles. Wtrltebark
ptrr., alplne larch, apruce and aspen are aleo coltltron. The

undeiatory consJ.sts of a varlety of browse epecles, forbs,
grasses and sedges. Mountaln parks and meadows are dlspersed
ihroughout the ifOur stands. Fescues, bluegrass and bluebunch
wheatgrass are the predomlnant speciee. The Lost creek unlt
Bupports extenslve stande of natlve bunchgrassea on lowlylng
oPen rldges.

b. Vegetatlon Modlflcatlons

Extenslve J.oggtng took place in'the early 1900rs, and second growth

etands of Ooulla" fft and lodgepole wlth grass and browse under-
8tory now predomlnat,e. also, vegetation on portlons of both unLts
has Leen rnodified as a resul-t of suLfuc. dioxide and heavy metal
contanlnat,ion from the smelter and extensive logging of l-owlying
8E€8sr Durlng the past 15 years, the control of ern:isslons has

allowed for, some recovery. Pioneer species such as aspen and

open stands of second grostth l-odgepole and Douglas flr have

begun to recl-aim these areas.

WlldLlfe (See MaP 5 )

ar Gane AnLrnals

(1) Lost Creek Unit

Due to great dlversity in habitat types, thls unlt suPPorts
a variety of game specles, J.ncluding elk, mule deer, blghorn
sheep and moose. A11 of these species utll-ize Portlons of

8.
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b.

the unit year-round wittr elk and mule dee-r migratLng froro
hLgh alptne sunmer xange to lower grass covered ridges and
brushy draws ln the winter.

The nlddle and lower bunchgrass ranges of'the Lost Creek
UnLt provlde key winter range for resident elk and bighorn
sheep. Pockets of chokecherry, mountain maple and service-
berry enhance the wlnter range for these species and provide
an important wlnter f.ood source for resldent mule deer.

Blghorn sheep occur in the hlgh country during the surmer
and nOVe to lor.rer elevatlOns Ln wlnter. A mountain
goat populatlon lnhabits the steep, rocky terraln Ln
Lost Creek drainage throughout the year, and moose
utlllze the high marshy meadows and wlllow bottoms.
bear and mountain llon al-so occur in the area.

(2) ConrtnenraL Dlvide Unlr

the

Black

Elk, nul-e deer, mountaln goats and moose are cormon to this
unLt. The e1k utilLze ttre hlgh r,rest,eru portious durlng the
arumer and pass through the mlddLe and eastern portlons
durlng nLgratlon to wintering areas.

lJlthln the rnld-elevatlon portlons of thls unLt are found
key calvlng grounds. Durlng the sprlng. of the year, open
stands of tLnber lnterspersed nlth mountaln meadows are
utlllzed by the large Fl-eecer Mountaln elk herd. Durlng
the summer months, el-k utll-lze the hlgh eastern portlons of
thls unlt, and both elk and mule deer traverse lt durlng the
eprlng and fall mlgratlons.

Mul-e deer nlgrate through the lower areas to and from wlnter
range and lnhabit the nlddle and htgher elevatlons durlng
the surnmer. Moose are found in

. thls unlt aLong willow bottoms and adJacent forests in
vlnter and ln high marshy meadow areas and forests durlng
other seasons of the year. The hlgh r{estern portions
provlde year-round habitat for mountain goats. Black bear
anrd mormtaln lion also occur ln the atea.

Game Birds

Both units support, the three cormon specles of mountaLn grouse:
blue, Franklints and ruffed, The blue grouse are predominantly
Ln the hlgher regions and on the lower ridges and slopes during
the sprlng. Franklinrs grouse occur in the forest areas while
ruffed grouse are more conrmon along the streams in the nlddl_e
and loruer elevatLons.

Non-game Wtl-dlife

A great varLety of non-game anLuals and blrds inhabit bbth
units. An abundance of rodents and other snall matr"nals support
larger predatory species.

Cr



A large varlety of blrds, both resident and nigratory, utlllze
the diverse habltat types ln these units.

The sandhLll crane nests ln the southwest portion of the
Contlnental Dlvide Unit.

Fur bearers which occur on the proposed acqulsltion lnclude
uarten, nlrik, beaver, muskrat, bobcat, coyote and fox.

d. Endangered or Threatened Specles

The unlts fornerly provlded habitat for grtzzly bear and wolf.
However, these specles do not presentl-y occur, nor are there
€ny other endangered or threatened specles present.

9. Flsh

. The more than 20 high urountain lakes and 155.5 nlles of streams
Ln both unlts provlde habltat for a nuuber of game flsh species,

CutLirroaE, ralnbov and brool: trout arc the nrecioninant srccles
and are found throughout both unlts. Dol1y Varden are also common

but are primarlly conflned to lower reaches of larger streams. Smaller
trlbutary streams in the upper drainages are utLlized as spawning
grounds by urlgratory trout populations. A few of the larger dralnages
provlde habitat'for l-lmf-ted mountain whitefish populatlons'.

Flsh dletrlbutlon by epecles is as follors:

DRAINAGE

8 nl. - cutthroat and rainbow, arctic
greylLng, mountaLn whl-tefish, brook

9 ml. - no Lnformation
4.5 mL. - ralnbow, brook, cutthroat
7 mi. - cutthroat
6 ml.. - cutthroat
5 ni. - brook, cutthroat

4 ml. - no lnfornat,lon
- natLve cutthroat have been

caught and observed
- 1l- nl. - cutthroat, ralnboru,

brook, Dol-I-y Varden
9 mi. - utllized for sparming and rearLng

- 47 nL. - cutthroat, brook, Do1-ly Varden

Deep Creek

Sulllvan Creek
French Gulch
CaLifornia Creek
Anerlcan Creek
Seymour Creek
E. FOrk-Laraarche Creek 2 El. - brook, cutthroat
Sl.n Creek
Ten Mile Lakes

Lost Creek

TrLbutaries
l,!111 Creek )
Wlllow Creek)
Clear Creek )

TrLbutaries - 43 ni. - utl.lized for spawning and rearl.ag

TOTAL 155.5 mlles of streams

Fi.shlng ls falr to good ln the lor,rer reaches of all dtreaus. Flows
are two to four cubic feet per second.

No lnfornatLon Ls available on the Lakes and ponds, except for evldence
of cutthroat Ln Mill Lake.



B. Itrman Envlronrnent

Land Use (See Map_11 )

As of L970, the rnaJor use of land ln Deer Lodge County was for
agrlcultural purposes, comprislng over 60 percent of the land area.
Mount llaggln encompasses 45.5 percent of the agrlcultural land ln
the County. AgrlcuJ-tural land ls deflned as cropr Pasturer range
and forest land.l The purchase area of ltount Haggin ls 74 percent
of the ranch or 34 percent of the land deftned as t'agricultural" for
Deer Lodge County.

Moet of the rernalnlng land area ls federal- non-croplandr fllllng
33.5 percent of the County, with the remaLnder ln urban-buL1t-upt
ff0a11 ltater areaa, ild other ueles.

8o Subdlvlslon Actlvity

Sr.rbdlvtslon activity Ln Deer Lodge County was mlnlmal- tn L974
ae only 34.923 acres were flled ln the Clerk and Recorders
Offlce, whlLe none were flled ln the ffust half of L975.?

The future of subdivision activLty ltkely wlLl be second home

srd recreatlonaL development, whlch could have slgnlflcant
lqacts on roads, sewage, utlLitles, schools, access and
recreationaL factors.

Mbunt Haggln lands have not been subdlvlded and are currently
zoned agrlcultural and tlnber dses under Ehe Deer Lodge County
Comprehensive Plan.

Utlltty SysEens

No 'najor uttlity networks cross either unit. A maJor Power
transmlssLon l-ine corridor Ehrough the vaLley roughly near I-90
le belng studied presently. It will not cross the proposed
acquisition and no corridors or services belng studLed or
suggested leave the vall-ey in this area.

1.

b.

One snal-L telephone l-ine and a local eLectrical
Line cross the ContinentaL Divide UnLt near the
of-way. These Lines serve ranch facilitles and
between the Blg Hole and Deer Lodge Val.leys.

Numerous powerr gas attd rater J.l-neo are locete<i
of Anaconda and the smelter. These services are
posed project.

lMontana Data Book, Montana Department of Planning and Economlc

2t"l"pho.re conversation, Deer Lodge County, Clerk and Recorders
l-975.

dlstrlbution
highway right-
resldences

near tha torrn
off the pro-

Development, 1970.

Office, July 1,



co Transporatlon SYstems

The prlnary carrier of ltontanars
east of the ranch between Butte
senres east-west trafflc to and

uae from dallY conmuter traffic.
31500 vehlcles dallY, indlcailve
this area.

east-west trafflc' I-90' Passes
and Deerlodge. HlghwaY 10A
from Anaconda, receiving heavY

Both roads average aPProxlmatelY
of the heavy traffic flow through

There are t^hro county roads serving the urlts. Traffic up Lost
Creek Ls from reslclents along the dralnage and heavy seasonal
trafflc fron vlsltors to Lost Creek State Recreatlon Area.
ThLs road ls paved tntil near the park where it ls gravel.

Secondary Hlghway 274 crossec the Contlnental Divlde Unlt from

Anaconda (on the north) to the Blg Hole Valley (on the south) '
It is a paved road receiving urajor use in the sumner and fall
and is piowed for snow in the winter months. Numerous uni-mproved

roads and trails radiate frorn Hf-ghway 274, especiall-y at the
lower elevatLons.

The town of Anaconda is served by passenger bus transPortation
dlrectJ-y and by Amtrak ral1 servlce and Llestern and Northwest

Airlines at Butte, 30 ml-les to the east. Numerous truck lines
and the Burlington Northern, Milwaukee and union'Pacific Railroads
carry freight Io and from the area. The Butte, Anaconda and Pacifl-c
Rallroad carries ore concentrate from the copper mlnes in Butte
to the Anaconda Company smelter at Anaconda'

2.. Populatlon Dlstrlbutlon

As of the 1970 cetrsus, Deer Lodge Cor.rnty had a populatlon of 15 1652
persons, gr77I of whom lived tn the county seat; Anaconda.

populatlon Trends for Anaconda, Deer Lodge corurty, and

![ontana; Lg4O, 1950, 1960 and L97O, and Associated Percent Change

L970

g r77L

l5,652

694r4O9

Anaconda
Percent Charge

Deef Lodge CountY
Perient Change

State
Percent Change

-

Source: U.S.
Years

1940 19s0

L1,004 LLr254
2.37"

1960

12ro54
-L9.97"

18,640
-L6.O%

674 1467
2.9%

L3,627

559,681-

2L.5%

5.6i(

16,553

59t,O24

7.L%

L2.67"

'L4.2%

Bureau of Census, Census of Populationr Selected
1940, 1950, 1960 and 1970

Followlng populatlon lncreases in the 40ts and 50rs there was from

1960 to fgTO . decrease of approxLnately 31000 persons !n the County'
of whlch the town of Anaconda accounted for 21300. From al-l lndlca-
tlons, this decrease ln populatlon rdas a result of the strlke at the
Anaconda facilltles ln L967-68. Due to its long duration (L8 nonths)
mbny people Left the vlcLnltY.
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Accordlng to populatlon estimates, Deer Lodge County grew by 1-48

persons (to t5,800) betrveen 1970 and 1973.r The resident populatlon
of Anacottda ancl Deer Lodge County is dlrectly related to Anaconda

Conpanyrs facillties, lrence fluctuatlons Ln the coPper narket w111

have deflnite effects on the populatlon.

The area wlthln a 100-m11e radlus of the propoaed acquleltlon had

a populatlon greater than 2001000 peopLe accordlng to the L970

census, up from 19BrO00 ln l-960. Thtrs area Lncludes the
cltles of MissouLa, Bozeman, Butte and HeJ-ena, ln whlch a large
percentage of Montanars people reside.

State Comprehenslve Outdoor Recreatlon Plan flgures for 1971
(Reglon L2) Lrdlcated that the top preferer-ce for recreation was
ttnaiural undevel-oped envlronmental areastt foll-owed by ttgeneral

Outdoor recreatlon areas.tt A l-arge percentage of present outdoor
recreational- use ls by resldents of the reglon.

3. Income

Although sllghtly below the State average I Oeer Lodge County has
a hLgher average income than the surrounding area due to the presence
of the Anaconda Companyts smelter works ln the town of Anaconda
(charc 1'1).

Fron L968 to L972, Deer Lodge Countyrs average income was slLghtly
less than the State average' presently Lagging by approxinateLy
$500 per worker. Current, fluctuations in the copper industry will
have considerabl-e effects on Lhe income of the county.

Data from the E4J-o)-ment Security Divislon of the Departuent of
Labor showed a slightly different, economic picture than the R.E.I.S.
file showed. This lnformatlon is based on employment covered by
uneuployment insurance and hence does noL lnclude most agricultu.ral
employment. Enrployees ln Deer Lodge County covered by unenploynent
lnsurance have.had a larger average income than the State since 1969
(see Chart 1-2). The increase in 1973 is due to construction enploy-
ment engaged in buil-ding the Arbltor PLant and makl-ng nodifications
at the Anaconda Company facilities. This ernployment contlnued through
L974, wlth conpletlon in early L975.

4. Ernployrnent

Getitng substantiable data on employment by type in Deer Lodge Cotmty
1s dtfftcul-t because of discl-osure problems Ln the presentatlon of
results. Federatr law w1ll not allow the dlsclosure of employnent or
lncome data Ln instances where one fLrm makes up the entire classlfl-
catlon. Thls ls the case in Deer Lodge Coturty where the Anaconda
Conpany controls ninlng and manufacturlng. Hence, one musE lnterpolate
fLgures to galn arr approximate understandtng of emplolment by tyPe.

1Brr..r,, of Census, Current PopulatlonReports, Population Estimaies, Julv l, L972

and 1973"
2n.n.I.S. Fil-es, Department of Community Affalrs, State of Montana, Helena, Montana.
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CHART I--1

Total Average Income, Deer Lodge Countyr and

Montana, 1958' L969, 1970, L97L and L972

10r000

9,000

8,000

7,000

ralaaltala

Montana
Deer Lodge County

Sources: R.E.I.S. Files
DePartment of
ComunitY Affairs

1968 L969 L970 1971 L972 1973
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CHART 1-2

Average Income Frorn Ernployees Covered By
Unenployment Insurance

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

I33'

Montana
Deer Lodge County

Industrial l.lages,
Wage Earners,
Enployers by
Countles, and
Industrles in
Fiscal L973.
Department of
Labor and Industrv

1968 1969 1970 1971 L972 L973

-e
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Government ls the largest, enployer ln Deer Lodge County. Thls enploytpnt
type is extraordinarily higtr due to tlte Presence of l{arm Springs State
HllpitaL and Galen State Hospltal. As wouLd be expected, nanufacturlng
lyas second, recelvlng over 25 percent of ghe county empLoyment (see

Chart 1-3): Servlces, trade, transportatlon, cornmunlcatlon and publtc
uttlltles foLlow ln respective order. Groes enrploynent hae lncreaeed
fron 51460 persone ln 1968 to 61253 Persons Ln L972.L

Ae of the latter part of July L975, the Anaconda Company was closlng
dorm lts Arbltor Plant ln Anaconda affectlng 100 workers. Only a
ekeleton crew wlLl be retalned at the plant. The company w111 attenpt
to absorb as many as posslble lnto the smelter operatlons. Ilowever,
tf the echeduled employnent pJ-an ls foLlowedr there may be eone
lay-offs by the end of the year.

Unenployment flgures for the Butte-Anaconda Labor Market Area ln
Aprll L975 are up 2.9 percent frou April L974 rates. Flgures for
the Anaconda area seem ro be sllghtly lower for the same tlme perlod.

. Closure of the Arbltor Plant w111 have a slgniflcant lmpact on the
loca1 cornrnunity, lncreaslng unenployment rates for the Anaconda atea.

Euployrent lnforrnatlon for the tlniber lndustry ln Deer Lodge County
ls not avaLlable. However, €m lndication of present trends ln the
lndtrstry ls the announced closure of Loulsiana-Pacificfs sawmtLl ln
Phlllipsburg, llontana, located ln Granite County. Louislana-Paciflc
plans to retaln all workers who are wllllng to relocaEe to other
LoulsLana-Paclfic facilities.

5. Ranch Econontcs

do Employnent and Uses

From November L972 to L970rwhen the agreement teminated, Ankony
Angus held a contract rrith llorurt Haggin Ranch for the graztng of
cattle. They paid $3001000 a year for grazing rlghts to the
property.

Anlnal populations for 1971 to 1974 ate as

1971

Cows -2zo

Sheep 800
Horses 16

L972

L976
105

10

L973

5181
815

13

L974

69r_6
8s4

25

Ankony Angus has slnce terninated tne lease leaving only }iorurE
Haggln Livestock Conrpany animaLs on the ranch. Currently, sheep
and cat.tle are belng grazed on the ranch, although the number
presently belng grazed is conslderably reduced due to Ehe
uncertain future of the rrinch.

lT"l"phone conversatLon,
Jul-y 24, L975.

Montana Employment ServLee, Anaconda, Montana,



CHART J.-3

Enployment by Type, Wage and Salary
Eurployment, Deer Lodge County, 1968, L969,
L970, 197L and L972, Top Flve Industrles

r--: GOVefnment
..r.trtr.. ManUfaCtUflng

Services
Trade
Transportat,lon,
CouununicatLon and
Publ-lc Utlllttes
AgricuLture*

Agrlcul-tural employnent
Ls minlmal to the County,
as employment remained
below 100 enployees from
1968 to L972.

1968 L969 1970 L97L L972

Source: R.E.I.S. Files, Department of Community Affairs, State of
Montana, Ilelena, llontana, and Industrlal Wages, Wage Earnlngs,
Enployers by Counties and IndusElres in FlscaL 1968, 1969,
L970, 1971 and L972, Emplolment Securl-ty DlvLslon.

Note: R.E.I.S. Ftles, except manufacturlng in 1968, deleted
nlnlng and manufacturlng, for disclosure purposes. Data
fron Employuent SecurlLy Dlvislon r{as substltuted ln for
the deleted ltems, maklng the ners totals wlthin 99.3, 98.8,
97.6, 108.1 ancl 98.7 percent, respectlvely. The dtfference
due to dlfferent'speclfLcatlons and otlrer classlflcatlon.
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FulL capaclty operation involves running 6r000 annual- anlu'al
unlts on Lhe ranch. Lower portlons of the ranch are predomlnantly
used for crop and hay productlon while mld- and hlgh-elevation
lands are sprlng, sunmer and fall range.

Enployment flgures aesociated wlth capaclty operatlon are
preeented below.

Ranchlng OPeratlon

6 PeoPle for 5 months
- 10 PeoPle for 4 nonths

8 PeoPle for 3 months

Fatmlng

- 15 PeoPle for 3 months

The total empl-oyment budget for above employees rrrould be $80,000
per year (1975 dollars). The secondary (incorue) impact on the
surrounding area would be $192,800 in income (based upon household
income urultiplier of 3.41).r See Appendix A for qual-Lfication
of multlplier.

b. TLmber

Current timber activity on the ranch is by Louislana Pacific,
which bought out Northern Timber and llorthernfs contract with
Mount tlaggtn. As of this writing, 9,310 acres have been cut,
harvesting almost 35,000,000 board feet (Map 6). An average of
31744 board feet per acre have been harvested from the ranch.

Loulslana-Pacific has an agreement with Mount Haggin Ranch
whlch aLlows them to cut all timber 4" in diameter and over
anyvrhere on the ranch. This agreement expires in 1988. The
agreenent will remaLn in effect after the purchase of the property
unless renegotiated or bought by the nert owners.

Remalning siw and pulp tinber on the ranch is estimated to be
L43,626 thousand board feet, based upon data supplled by Loulsiana-

MultlPlter-measurement of the number of times one dollar ls spent Ln an
economy. For exampl-e, say the local servlces nul-tipller ls 1,64, or that
$1.00 spent on food wlLl eventually create $1.64 in the local income.
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Ipacific Corporation. Forty percent or 57,450thousand !ea1d
feet of the cormnercial tirnber are proposed to be purchased by
the Forest Servlce, wi-th the remalning sixty percent or 86rL76

thousand board feet to go to the Montana Department of Fish and

Game. A crew of 50 persons per year for 13 years would real-i.stlcally
be needed to remove the remainlng coumercial timber, recelving
a payroll slightl-y over $484,000 per year (approxirnately $9,700/
year/person).

An estlmated I-1r050 thousand board feet per year wlll have to
be cut to remove tinber of cormnerclal value 1n the remalnlng
contract tlme. As a basls of comparlson' these quantltles
average sllghtly over one-thlrd the yearly eaPaclty of Loulsiana-
Paclflcrs mLll at Deerlodge ernploylng approxLrn.rtely 70 people
Per year.

co Taxes

Personal and property taxe6 pald from the operatlon of Mount
IlaggLn Ranch were $100 1757.71 in L974. Ihis lncludes $43 r4L5"7L
property taxatlon and $57 1342.O0 for personal taxes" Property
taxes were pald to Deer Lodge, Granite, Powei-1 and Sllver Bow
Countles. Deer Lodge recelved $40r160.30 (97.5 percent), Sl1ver
Bow .- $21016.83 (4.6 percent), Granite - $947.58 (2.2 percent)
and Powell- - $291.00 (0.7 percent) tn L974,

Deer Lodge County personal and properEy taxes paid
Haggin Ranch for 1970 to L974 and Ankony Angus for
are below (Mount Ilaggin taxes incl-ude personal and
whLLe the figures for Ankony Angus are for personal

,l

L970 L97L L972 L973

by Mount
L972 to L974
Property taxes
taxes).

L974

Mount llaggln $69r337.06 $5Lr029.27 $48r333.98 $38,184.37 $4Lr975.84

29,685.30 55,526.46

$67,869.87 $97,502.30

A. Angus 3, 118. 55

$69,337.06 $5L,029.27 $51,452.53

Rates and number of cows grazed are responslble for the tax lncrease
. for Ankony Angus fron l-973 to L974. In L974, Mount Haggln taxes

amounted to one'half of one percent of the total Deer Lodge taxes
of $19,73Or22L.

6. Recreatlon

The followl-ng sectlon presents several discussions and sets of fLgures
to descrlbe the dispersed recreation ln the area adJacent to and on
Mount Haggin Ranch. Data aangss from broad grouPs to blg garne hunting

Deerlodge Natl"onaL Forest estlmated remalnlng saw and puLp tlnber on the
ranch to be 132r430 thousand board feet, whlch they estinated to be wlthln
25* percent relLabll-lty. The 132,430 nbf figure adequately represents the
tfunber resource a9 lt now exlsts on Mount Haggln Ranch.



to dlspersed use on the ranch. It is an
ftshing and other dl,spersed recreation.
game htrntlng is quantifLed, underlinlng
of hunting to the area.

importanL area for hunting'
Economic valuatLon of big

the 1oca1 econornic imPortance

Estlurates of hunting use for dlstrlcts 212, 2L3, 214 and 319 are
presented below. Thls area runs from Drunmond on the north to Dlvlde
on the south; from Deerlodge on the east to Phtlipsburg on the west..
Represented ls a land area of 114741560 acres, of which Mount Haggln
encompasses 1561000 acres or 10.5 percent of the area.

8. Big Gane Euntlng (L973 Department of Flsh and Game Data)

b. Upland Blrd Huntlng. No estlnates of use or harvest are
available.

Lost Creek State Recreatlon Area is surrounded by the Lost Creek
Unit of the proposed acquLsitLon. 'It ls a day use and camping area
located ln a deep limestone canyono In additlon to the beautlful
aad rugged canyon, Lost Creek Falls is a popular feature.

Deer Lodge, Beaverhead Nattonal Forest and Lost Cteek Recreatlon
Area user days (l2-hour days) for Mount llaggln for L974 are estimated
beLow by the U.S. Forest Service.

Mountaln Goats
Moose
Elk

Ilunters
Hunter Days
Harvest

Deer
Eunters
Hunter Days
Ilanrest

General smalL game

Bird huntLng
CanpLng
Plcnicking
Lake flshing
Stream fishing
Snorvnoblllng
.llorse rlding
Cross country
Illklng
Cycling
Garrlty Cave
4-wheel drlvlng
Gathertng forest

products

45 pernlts
35 perurits

5r274
26r745

738

51249
25'827
Lr374

Lost
Greek

West of Dlvide/
off Hlghway 274

200
200

20
300
200
900

2,000
300
100
200
250

0
200

East of Divide/
off Frl'ghway 27.4

100
200

0
20
0

200
2r000

400
50
50
50

0
300

50
L75
800

1,500
0

200
200
L00

50
200
250
100
300

300
@

300
T6i6',

200
SloOd



Note: Calculated from trafflc counts and random slte observatlons.

The Anaconda-Plntlar Wllderness Area borders the proposed Contlnental
Dlvlde Unlt to the west. Whlle total- vlsitor use l"s stlll relatlvely
enal! (wllderness exPerlence requlres great dlsperslon among recrea-
tlonlsts) vleitor days have lncreaeed slnce L97O.

Year

L970
L97L
L972
L973

Durlng August L973,
da4ger.

Vlsltor Days

18, 500
2Lr700
24,70O
261300

Change fron
Prevlous Year

+L77"
+L4%
+ 6"A

the wllderness was closed because of flie

Source: U.S. Forest Servlce, DeerJ-odge and Beaverhead Natlonal
Forests. Based upon registration and samplings.

Blg gane (deer, elk and out-of-State hunters) license sales for the
lmpact area are lncreasdd significantly fron 1970 to t973, as indicated
below.

B{g Game License Sales

1970 L973

Deer Lodge County 41572 51423
Sll-ver Bow County L2rL6L L5r52L
Powel-l- County 21695 3'A24
Granite Couhty Lr327 Lr495
Beaverhead Couney 51783 91443

Source: Montana Flsh and Game Departmentr Yearly
Data

Percentage
Change

L9% increase
28Z^ lncrease
L2% l-ncrease
L3% increase
8L?^ l-ncrease

License Sales

Indlcative of the increasing interest in big game huntlng in the
lqrrediate Mount Haggin area ls the number of licenses bought in Deer

Lodge and Silver Bow Countles. Llcense sales increased 25 percent
for both counties in the three-year span' as more people seek a big
game huntlng experLence. Fleecer ls extremely lnportant to- local
hunters, as wlll be the addition of I'Iount Haggin lands to these
pubLlcly owned and managed game areas.

The Forest Servi.ce has computed 24r343 hunter days on and around

ti.-proposed acquisition in L974. The 1974 big game hunting figures
by site are as follows:

1.9



Area

(L) Gane Range (Fleecer)
(2) Charcoal Mountaln
(3) Jerry Creek
(4) Johnson Creek
(5) Bear Creek
(6) Moose Creek
(7) WlLlow Creek
(8) Gregson Creek
(9) Sllver Bow

(10) Buxton
(11) Dlvlde Creek
(L2) La Marche Creek
(13) Seynout Creek
(14) Upper Seynour Creek
(15) Mule Ranch
(16) Ten Mile
(17) Lost Creek

TOTAL

Hunter Days

865
2rO44
21927
2r688
1,060

386
L20

2rL52
1,580

92L
6rL25

532
1,821

60
30

532
500ffi

Obsenration of the user access points shows that Mount Haggln Ranch
occupies an important position not onl-y for aninal habitat, but aLso
for hrrnting (see Map 5 ). Access to the ranch lands has been per-
rnitted, subject to approval by the landowner, although the last few
years have seen some closure for cattle and property Protection.
The majority of huntlng ln this region is for elk, with deier as a
secoudary incentive followed by speciallzed hunting for goats, sheep
andl moose.

Estimated loca1 expendltures for hunting in the above reglon (see
tabl-e above) for L974 were $550,500, based upon $22.621day/hunter
based upon figures calculated for huntlng in Gallatin Canyon.!
These areas are simllar in"qua]lty of hunting, proxlmity to urban
areas, and each nust be vlewed as a total- game region rather than
Just Lndivldual draLnages.

The $22 .62 f.igure is used for moQse, sheep and goat hunting al-though
the figure considerably underestLmates the expenditures for this
specLalized hunting.

ConslderLng the economic value of meat harvested (L971 Gallatln
Study estlmated avalue ot $225lelk), plus expendLtures for other
recreational actlvltles, the economlc J-npact of hunting ls substantial
to the local area.

There are also signiflcant expendltures nade by other recreatlonists
who use the area (121895 user days estlnated for L974). No attemPt
has been uade to quantlfy the economlc effects of these expendltures
because there ls lnsufflcient research avalLable to establish these

lHarold Plcton, "lluman-Wlldllfe Interactlons ln
Dept. of Zoology and Entomology' Montana State

the West Gallatin Area, Montanar"
UnLversLty, Bozeman, Dec. L972.

20



values. However, it woul-d amount to at least $100'000 annually
using the lowest available parameters.

7. Ilistorical and Archaeological

There exlst remains of fl-umes and rollers which carried fuelwood,
and remains of o1d nining cabins. Ilowever, the signlficance of
these sites is unknown at this tine.
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III. EWIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF PROPOSED ACTION

A. Physical Environment

Visual Setting

The aesthetics of the lower regions of each property will be
lmproved wlth the closing and revegetation, with appropriate
speci.esr of some of the numerous roads and traLLs. . But the numbers,
locatl-ons and lengths of road thus affected cannot be determLned
until- studies are performed.

Better vegetatLve cover w111 result where range management allows
over-grazed areas to recover, and the timber Lndustry related
activLties wil-l be greatly curtailed, if not elinlnated when the
existing agreement terml-nates. Thls, too, will enhance the natural
envlronment by eliminating the assocLated road and noise lntrusfons
as well as the erosion and other problens cormon to logging opera-
tions. Then, of course, the scars from the actual harvests wlll
no longer be created and those aLready there wll-l heal.

Publtc littering and the potential. for flre will lncrease wlth
increased use of the area.

Geology and Minerals

No envLronmental lnpact will result fron the proposed action.
Because the area has been heavily prospected in the past and no
deveLopment resulted, it is not expected to occur in the foreseeabl-e
future. However, the acquisltlon of this property would not pre-
clude exploration or development as mlneral rights are not a part
of the acqulsition.

Ground Water

No appreclable effect expected ; what llttle effect there is
shouldbe beneficiaL. Allowing the logged areas to regenerate and
the ground cover to proliferate should create a better watershed
that will retain snow cover longer. The result should be lnproved
(though probably notslgnlficantly) ground water suppll.es.

Surface Water

In no case wlll the surface lJater resources be degraded. In some
lsolated cases where over-grazlng, roads or l-ogglng or old mlntng
actLvltles have caused erosion and sedimentatlon, some Lirnl.ted
reclamatlon may be attenpted. The obJectl-ve would be to improve
the stablllty of affected streaus. However, Ln most cases, sound
gane and habltat management practlces w111 allow natural recovery
of the problen areas. The results should be contlnued lonyrange
lmprovments to the surface lrater resourc'es.

1.

2.

3.
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4. So11s

Beneflclal effects would be reaLLzed by the reduced eroslon whlch
would result from revegetation of roads and tralls' logged or over-
gtazed areas. These would be small ln scale and rnalnly natural
revegetation whlch would occur because of improved management
plactlces.

Heavy metal contamlnatLon of soils from prevlous smelter operations
at Anaconda w111 perslst, but concentratlons ln the topsoil should
gradually decrease by leaching and plant growth.

Increased. public use w111 cause soil conpactlon, dust and posslbl-e
erosion at access points and trailheads. Proper deslgn and regulation
of use at these sites w11-1 help to nininLze the impacts.

Alr Quallty

The lncrease in traffic in the Deer Lodge Val-l-ey wlLl be accompanied
by a sJ-ight increase in the potential for air pollution especialJ-y
during inversion periods;

Air qualicy r^''i11 not be slgniflcantly adversely affected and could
be sJ.lghtly improved with the elinlnation or reductlon of dust
caused by tfurber industry actlvitles (when the tinber agreement
has .expired).

Clinate

No effect anLici-pated.

Vegetation

The general- condltion of the grasses and browse shouLd lmprove where
over-grazing has caused degradation in the past. However, this has
not been a widespread problem so dramatic changes will not occur.
Long-term Lmproveurents are expected in the areas affected by the
historic fume damage and the heavy mineral contamination of the
soLL fron the reduction works at Anaconda. This recovery wil-1 occur
naturally and gradually, but careful management of game species and
donestlc stock grazlng w111 speed the recovery. rt ls expected that
the dlversity of pl,ant specles will lncrease as soiL contarninatlon
ls reduced by natural processes. Some of the forage whlch was
fornerl-y used by llvestock wlll be partlally consumed by garne herds
whlch w111, in turn, be harvested by hunters. Unused forage wlll
provlde litter to lmprove plant dlverslty, range condltlons, lessen
surface nater runoff and erosion and lmprove water percolatlon and
ground water supply. However, this bufld-up of lltter wiLl increase
the potentlal- for flre.

5.

6.

7.
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8. Wildlife

Enhancement of the basic vegetation resource, especial-ly on wlnter
range areas, wil-l beneflt al-l wildl-ife populations.

Cl-oser survelllance and control of off-road vehicle use will rnlnimlze
rrinter range disturbance to game animals.

EstabLlshed game nanagement procedures, incl-uding inventory, vegeta-
tive anal-ysis and controlled harvest, w11-1 assure the maintenance of
healthy, productive game populations. Snall- game and non-game anlrnals
and birds will also beneflt from the menagement procedures to be
lmplenrented.

9. Fish (Lost Creek and Continental- DLvide Units)

Enhancement of the -vegetation resource rs'111 benefit the fisheries
habLtat through watershed protectlon and maLntenance of stream flow
regimes.

Curtallment of logglng' cl-osure
and road improvement should aid
flsh habitat problems.

roads, control of off-road traffic,
inproving sedimentatlon and other

of
Ln

Establl-shed fisheries management procedures will assure the continu-
ance of healthy, wll-d trout popul-ations. Those sections of streams
disturbed through past mining and loggtng activLties can be manipulated
to accel-erate natural heaLing.

B. Euman EnvlrOnnent

1. Land Use

Mount Haggtn Ranch ls such a l-arge size that the proposed acquisltLon
by the Departuent of FLsh and Game aad the U.S. Forest Service wilL
substantially change land use patterns in Deer Lodge County. Thls
change w111 locrease public. ownership fron 34 percent to 58 percent
of the total land area ln the county. Use of the lands w111 change
as cattle will no longer be grazed as lntensively as they could be
under private ownershlp.

a? Subdlvlsion Actlvltl.es

ltre purchase of the Mount Haggin property wLll preclude sub-
divlsLon of the purchased area on the ianch. But, the ranch
purchase and subsequent creatlon of publ-ic oPen space could
stinulate subdivision, especially for second homesr ln the
surrounding area.

b. Transportation Systems

More traffLc on roads crossing or leading to the area will cause
an Lncreased need for road maintenance.
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3.

MaJor work on roads would be necessary lf any significant sub-
d.LvLsLon actlvity occurs in the surroundlng area. This could
eventually mean paving roads and much higher maintenance costs
to keep existlng roads in operable condltion because of trncreased
traffic use.

cr Utlllty Systen

The need for additlonal utillty systems could be created lf
subdlvlslon actlvlty ls stiurulated by the purchase.

2. Populatlon Dlstrlbution

Ttre decade from L960 to 1970 saw the populatLon withln 100 rnll-es
lncrease 22.OOO people or lL percent. Translent populatlons w111

lncrease as use ls shifted to and lncreases on the proposed
acqulsltLon Lands.

The proposed acqulsltlon wL1l have mlnftnal effect upon the resLdent
populatlon unLess slgnlflcant second hone subdivlsion occurs.

Income

Flsh and Game and Forest Service acquisition wj 11 mean a loss of
$22r5O0 in personal employment income on Mount Haggin Ranch. (See

III. B. 4, below.) Thls will result from reductions in the carrying
capacity of the ranch from 61000 to 31750 animal units or by 37.5
percent. Income will be lost to the local economy frorn decreased
purchases by the smaller Mount Haggin Ranch operations. An accurate
measure of this loss is difficult because range operations are being
purchased, leaving the labor and capital intensive operations lntact.

It will probably be necessary to the Department of Fish and Game and
the U. S. Forest Service to each hire one full-tiure person to handle
new job loads resulting from the proposed acquisition. These Jobs
w111 pay approximately $12,500 each or $25,000 total. Additionally'
suflmler help w111 be required by the Forest Servl-ce for the transition
perlod from short-term to long-term management objectives requiring
approximately five people for three-month seasonal work for three
summers and surnmer help managing the area after planning (based upon
budget requirements). These jobs wou|d pay an average total of $12'000
per season. Appllcation of local- income multipliers to income losses
and gains reall-.zes a larger loss than gain, slnce the mul"tiplier for
flvestock industry ls still 3.47, whereas government employment is
1.60. Therefore, the net personal Lncome loss is approximately $16'000
to the local area. This is the maximum estimate of secondary l-ncome

l-oss to the local coumunlty which would l-ikely disappear with season
occupatLon by the Forest Service and the Department of Tlsh and Game.

Employment

Ranch agricultural emplo)rment loss will- be:

4.
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- 4 peoPle for 5 months
- 5 people for 4 months
- 4 people for 3 months

These people wtll- be frorn the ranch portLon of the operatLons, slnce
the farnlng unit wLll renaln lntact.

Forest Servlce and Flsh and Game new employment due to the Mount

. Haggln acqulsltlon wlll be:

- 2 full-tlme Persons
- 5 peoPle for 3 nonths (3 Years)

These full-tlne persons w111 be permanent addLtlons to the respectlve
agencles, provldLng etable lncomes.

Seasonal employment w111 result from both agencyrs operatlons,
although lt ls presently lnposslble to quantlfy such employment.

5. Ranch Economlcs

AcquisLtion will mean a potential tax loss of $44,I20'80 in Deer Lodge

County fron personal and property taxes. This represents a personal

rax loss or itg,743.LS and a property tax .1-oss of $24,377.65 (based

upon 1974 appraisals and scheiulls).- Property tax loss wil-l be $947'58

ln Granlte clunty, $291.06 tn Powell County an{ $1'344.55-in SLlver-

bow county, for " tot"L potentlal tax loss of $46 r7O3.99 from the

acqulslti.on.

The rragnitude of the personal tax loss is based upon a remaining
carrying capacity (on the unpurchased portion of the ranch) (see

uap i) or 1,750 anlmal_ units and an existing carrying capaclty of
6rbOO animal units. slx thousand aninal unlts were felt by the
operators and managers of the ranch to be the optimum carrying capacity
oi ttu ranch, alth-ugh this is fewer than the number of animal units
oecupying the ranch in L974 before Ankony Angus dlscontlnued its oPera-

tions

Property taxes on Lhe lands to be purchased by the u. s. Forest service
amounted to $15 1448.07 in Lg74. Tax revenue to be l-ost because of
ih. tror""t Servlce purchase breaks down to $l-4'209.43 in Deer Lodge'

$g47.58 in Granite and $291-.06 in Powell Countles. Property taxes
on lands proposed for purchase by the Montana Department of Flsh and

Game were $1i,512.77 It L974, of whlch $10,168'22 was Pald to Deer

Lodge county and $1,344.55 to Sl-lver Bow County' (See Appendlx c
for surnnary of taxes pal-d and lost ' )

Twenty-flve percent of receipts to the I'orest Service from Loul-siana-
pacific togging operations/contract \1111 go to the respective counti-es

l_n Deer Lodfe ind Beaverhead National Forests (IV. E.).__ Louislana-
pacific p"yI "o 

annual minl-mum fee of $5Or000 to Mount Haggln for
tinber harvest.
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6. Recreation

The preservation and enhancement of outdoor recreation activities wl"l-l

be a beneficl-al imPact.

Recreational use on the proposed acquisition will increase for several
reasons. (See APPendix B.)

a. Increased Potential User Population

The population wlthin a 100 mile radius increased over 22'OOO

p"opi"- fron 1960 to 1970, or Ll- percent. The need for recreational
opportunLties wLl-l increase in proportlon to the population.

b. Redistribution of Hunter Pressure from the Fleecer Area

In the l-ast few yeals, huntLng pressure has increased l-n the Fleecer
Area to such an extent that hunters are elther moving to other
localitles or are not pursuing their sport'

The redistribution of hunters from the Fleecer Area to Mount

Haggin should stinulate renewed interest in 1oca1 hunting and

pro*rfau for a more qual-ity experience ln the region. As a result,
the hunEer days for the area should increase'

c. Increased ProductivitY

Improved wildlife habltat will result from decreased competition
from intensive private cattle grazing. The Continental- Divlde
Unit is potenttal-ly excellent wildllfe habitat whlch, rdhen not
al_so supporting domestic stock to capacity, will carry proportion-
ately more game animals. Restricted cattLe gtazl:ng' regulated fo
promote wil-dlife habitat, should result l-n a more natural dl-stribu-
tion and movement of wildlife.

d. Public access will be guaranteed.

e. There are presently no adequ:rte measures to ascert,rj-n the value
for the existence of large ecological- unLts such as Mount ltaggin.
Ilowever, it should be recognized that such areas do have value
to even those that do not use them.

7. Historical and Archaeological

Any recognized hLstorical or archaeol-ogical sites v111 receive pro-
tection under appropriaLe state or federal laws'
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IV. MITIGATING MEASURES INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. If the Montana Department of Fl-sh and Game or the U.S. Forest Service
decide it l-s necessalry for habitat maintenance or improvement, they wilL
use Hormay Rest-RotatLon grazing and timbering on the ranch. Personal
taxes would be paLd oa grazLng animals based upon length of tlme they
were on the ranch. Removal of timber would provlde Jobs and revenue to
local- businesses and to the U. S. Forest Servlce 25 percent fund.

B, Control of access and some types of use such as snownobiles, trall
blkes and all-terraln vehlcles w111 heJ-p to offset damage to terraln
that the antlclpated lncreased pubJ-lc use w111 brlng. Roads and tralls
whlch are to be used wlLl be nalntained to nininlze eroslon.

C. Lltter containers at developed areas and educatlonal signing to I'Pack
Out Wtrat One Packs In[ will help offset the lncreased llttering which
wilL result from increased public use.

The Montana Departnent of Flsh and Gane will- pay Deer Lodge County
$I-0r168.22 per year and Silver Bow County $1r344.55 per year (total
$11r5L2.77 per year) in lieu of property taxes (based upon J.974
valuatLons and assessments).

Tventy-five percent of aLl- income receLved from the Deerlodge and
Beaverhead National Forests each year ls paid to the counties in which
the Forests are situated. The basis for paynent to the counties by the
Forest Servlce is the percentage of the total Forest occupying each
respective county. Tax losses to Deer Lodge County w111 be mltigated
by a larger percentage of county land held in Deerlodge and Beaverhead
Natlonal Forests (Deer Lodge Countyrs percentage of Deerlodge National
Forest wll1 lncrease fron 1.76 percent to 5.76 percent; its percentage
of Beaverhead National Forest will lncrease fron 4.71 to 4.94 percent).
For example, based upon 1974 Forest revenues of $466r607.85 and $73r812.00,
respectlvely, additional revenue to Deer Lodge County would have been
$18r569.70 and $169.77 from Deerlodge and Beaverhead National Forests,
respectively.r. Shown below are the percentage changes whlch wlLl result
from the Mount Haggln acqulsitlon.

D.

E.

. Present

3.O8i(
L.761t

33.03"1
8.L673

47.38%
6.592,

iro6:6oz

2.96%
5.7571

3L.86%
7.84%

45.377"
6.3L7"

rm.dm

New

Deerlodge Natlonal Forest
Sllver Bow County
Deer Lodge County
Granite County
Jefferson County
Powell County
Madlson County

The lncrease of
other counties
fund.

Natlonal Forest land Ln Deer Lodge County wll-L rnean that the
Ln the Forests w111 recelve less money from the 25 percent
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P.rg.se3t

29.567"
64.897"
L.84"4
4.7L14

100.002

29.497.
64.73i1
L.947"
4.94%

100. 002

New

Beaverhead National Forest
l4adison County
Beaverhead County
SLl-ver Bow County
Deer Lodge County

F.

G.

H.

I.

Receipts to the U.S. Forest Service from Louislana-Paclfic logging operatlons
on U.S. Forest Service purchase lands wiLl- be lncluded in the Forest Service
25 percent fund @inirnum Loulsiana-Pacific payrnent of $501000 per year to
Mount llaggin). This wiLl- be a short-term nltigatlon only until the contract
expires in l-988.

Loss to the local- area from purchases for operation and maintenance of
the purchased area by Mount HaggLn Ranch wil-l- be partially offset by purchases
by the Forest ServLce and the Department of Fish and Game. In some Lnstances,
government purchases may exceed ranch supplLes and materl-als. It Ls Lmpos-
sible to quantify these losses or beneflts, although they are fel-t to
closely approxLmate each other.

The Montana Department of Fish and Game and U.S. Forest Service land use
plannlng processes wil-l- identlfy probLem areas and will integrate rnitigatlon
measures where possibl-e.

Permanent employrnent by the Montana Department of Fish and Game and the U.S.
Forest Service, and sunmer empl-oyment by the U.S. Forest Service, wil-L reduce
prlmary and secondary lneome loss to the 1oca1 area to $1"61000.
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V. ADVERSB EFFECTS TJHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

Some of the effects of thts project are adverse. At this time, they are unavoid-
able. These effects are:

- RegardLess of controls exerclsed, some danage to eoll- and vegetatlon w111
occur due to lncreased use.

- Lltter w1L1 probably contlnue to be a problen and coul-d be expected to
lncrease wlth use desplte publtc educatLon campalgns, use of lltter
barrel-s and enforcement.

- Loss of property tax revenues on Lands to be purchased by U.S. Forest
Servlce will amount to $L4r209.49 per year ln Deer Lodge County, $948.58
per year ln GranLte Countyrsrd $291.00 per year ln Powell County
($15r448.07 total per year). The decrease in taxes represents 0.17
percent of Deer Lodge County tax revenues Ln L974 (L7l100ths of one
percent).

- Potential personal property tax lost to Deer Lodge County for 21250
anlnal unLts ls $19r743.L5 at L974 val-uations and assessments.

- Approxlnately four to five seasonal'agrlcultural jobs will be lost from
the local economy.

- Total personal income loss to the local economy w111 be approximately
$161000 (based upon no additional su'm,er enployment by the Department
of Fish and Game ln connection with the Mount Haggin acquLsitlon).

- PotentLal for man caused fires due to increased recreatlonal use wll-l
be greater.

- Alr quality couLd be degraded due to dust and exhaust pollutLon from
lncreased auto use by recreationists.

- Increasdd road maintenance and tiafflc congestion ruay result frour publlc
vlsltatlon.

- Long-term decrease in 25 percent Forest Servlce funds avallable to counties
ln Deer Lodge and Beaverhead Forests, except, for Deer Lodge County.
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VI. RNLATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MANIS ENVIRONMENT AND THE

MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

Present uses of the proposed acquisltion are for agricultural and tl-mber
purposes, and for huntl-ng, fishlng and dispersed recreation. The proposed
project insures that recreationists will have regulated access to the area
and that w'l1-dLife could increase to the capaclty of lts habitat. For the
most part, the ranch ls open to recreationists, although the last few years
have seen some closure for Livestock and property protection.

Purchase by prLvate interests would quite probably mean restriction on
access to recreationlsts. There is no guarantee that the land wlll nbt be
completely closedn that second home development will not occur, or that large
commercial- recreatlon development will not occur. Hence, the Land could
eastly be converted, quLte irrevocably, from open space.

Purchase by Flsh and Gane and the Forest Servlce will reduce the land avail-
able for private ranch operation. There nay be livestock gtazi.ng on purchased
lands, although not under the present arrangement. Any livestock grazlng
wll-l be under a rtgldly controlled systen, specifically l{ornan Rest-Rotation
System.

The ability of land to retain open space ln a fairly natural state and to
sustaln animal habitats will be lnsured for the distant future by the acqulsi-
tion. Therefore, short-term recreationaL/open space requlrements as well
as game habitat and future needs for such characteristics will be met.

Purchase of Mount Haggin lands for publ-ic ownership will- preclude most
agriculturaL use on those 1ands. Direct occupation income will be lost,
as will- secondary money to the local connunity. Personal property taxes
w111 be lost due to l-ivestock decreases as wl-ll property taxes for l-ands'acguired by the Forest Service.

Offsetting these short-term l-osses will be Jobs created by Fish and Gane
and Forest Service operations.

Management by public agencies will a1low watershed restoration and reforesta-
tion of the areas to be harvested during the existing timber agreement.
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VII. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIE"VABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES IMICH WOULD BEINVOLVED IN TI{E PROPOSED ACTION SHOULD IT BE II.IPLM{ENTED

the lnplementatlon of thls proJect permanently comlts the land to publicownershlp and outdoor recreatlon uge. Grantlng of nonles fron the Landand lJater conservatlon Fund requlres that no 
"il".rg" ln l-and use may occurw"rthout the consent of the secretary of the rnterLor.

As provlded ln Sectlon 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservarlon Act:
No property acqulred or developed wlth assistance under thlssectlon shall, wrthout the approvar. of the secretary, beconverted to other than publlc outdoor recreatton uses. Thesecretary shall approve such converslon only if he flnds itto be Ln accord wlth the then existlng comprehensive state-wlde outdoor recreation plan and onLy upon such conditions
as he deems necessary to assure the substltution of otherrecreatlon properties of at least equal falr market value
and of reasonabr-e equlvalent usefurness and locatlon.

The comitment of flnancial resources to acquire the Land can be conslderedlrreversible and irretrievable, and the staie will have . "oiaiired flnancial_responslbiltty for the operatlon and nalutenance of the propo".J-;;q;il;;;:



VIII. ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

A. No Actlon

If the Forest Servlce and the Montana Department of Flsh and Gane do
not purchase the subJect land, lt w111 be sold to the prlvate sector.
The lmpacts from thls al-ternatlve range from a ful-ly productive
llvestock operatton to recreatLonal/second home development. The
naJor potentlal inpact, fron llvestock operatlon of the ranch would
occur if access to ranch lands were llmited or termlnated. Cl-osLng
of access and heavy gtazLng could be very detrlnentaL to game pro-
ductivity and dlspersed use recreation.

The purchase may lnstead change the land use to a recreation or second
home reEreat type of development. The lmpacts on the natural environ-
nent. would be extensive to game productivity, to open space, to fishing
and to dispersed recreation. Developrnents of thls type would have
slgnificant adverse effects on the 1ocal economy. Even though the
tax base and local- income would be lncredsed, so the cost of servlces
would also be lncreased. Experience ln other areas shows costs to
exceed beneflts.

No Montana Department of Fish and Game Actlon

The Forest Service could purchase parcels A and B of the Contlnental
Divide Unlt and the Lost Creek Unit. The inpacts which would occur
fron this actlon range between no acquisition and total purchase by
both partles.

Forest Service acquisition woul-d have mininal- effect on the agricultural
PotentiaL of the remaining pl-ece of land. The purchase land is heaviJ.y
forested and therefore the agricultural capacity would remaln the same.
However, the proposed management of the game animals in the area would
be foregone because most of the interurediate and winter range for elk
and mule deer and the key moose range would remaln ln private ownership.
Also, access from the east lnto the National Forest lands, lncluding
the Anaconda-Pintlar Wil-derness Area would be foregone.

No Forest ServLce Action

It Ls unlikely that the Flsh and Game Department would purchase the
contlnental Dlvide parcel lf the Forest servLce acqulsition'dld not
occur. Fl-sh and Game purchase of the ContinentaL Dlvide parcel rrould
acqulre a plece of land which would be virtually lmposslble to manage
for gane purposes, due to the prl"vate ownership of unl-ts A and B.
The high country ln unlts A and B r.rould be essentially useless to a
prlvate entlty due tq l-ack of access. Also the roadless area which
wtll be studled for inclusl-on lnto tlre adJacent rrilderness would be
foregone along wlth the lmportant wllderness buffer zone.

B.

C.
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Qulte probably Flsh and Gane would seek acqulsltl,on of the Lost Creek
Unlt alnce lt ls contlguous wlth Forest Servlce lands. Thls acqul.sltion
would have llttle effect on the agrlcultural potentlal of the ranch or
the loca1 tax base.

D. Acqulre Less Land

The land proposed for acquisltion is Lnportant for the proper management

of anLmal and land resources both on the property and on adJacent publlc
lands. The acqul,sition of less wl-nter'range for game anlrnals would
result Ln confllcts wlth the adjacent preperty owners due to the mlgra-
tion of the anlmals onto lands whlch are belng used for wlnterlng cattle.
The area to the south of the Continental Dlvlde ls important, moose

habltat and the loss of thls land woul-d result in a decrease in the
huntlng potentiaL. The slze of the proposed acquisitlon aLone ls an
lmportant val-ue whlch assures the user ttelbow troomrtt open space and
solltude Lf desired.

Ihre to proxlnlty of publlc lands, allowing the high country to go lnto
prLvate ownership is a prlme invitation for recreational subdivision
to occur. lllstorlcally, purchases of public Land, surrounded by
prlvate ownership, have led to recreatlonal subdlvision.

The acqlsltion has been pl-anned so that land which ls retained in
prlvate ownership is the prlxoe agricultural land.

E. Acqulre More Land

T,he acquisLtion of more of the ranch would not increase the recreation
experlence to any great extent. The Land in the Continental Divide
Unlt whlch is not proposed for acquisitlon is low valley land whlch
has value for agrlcultural use and is not a high quality recreation
resource or high quality wlldlife habitat. Some portl-ons of thls parcel
receLved soll damage fron the smelter operatlons and are in the process
of returnLng to productivlty. Purchase of this parcel woul-d decrease
the carrylng capacity of the ranch by more than 20 percent, further
affectlng the enployrnent and tax base of the county. There is some
l-ow land near l{arm Springs whlch could be managed as waterfowl- habltat.
This was not lncluded ln the proposed purchase because of its hlgh agrl-
cultural value.

The Wil-l-ow Glen parcel is prime agricultural land, representl-ng
percent of the total carrylng capacity of the ranch. Retention
this area in prlvate ownershlp would lessen the impact on locaL
ment and the county tax base..

F. Acqulsltlon of Other Lands

40
of
employ-

Department of Flsh and Gaoe

Such an actlon would preclude the donatlon and matching contlngency
money and thereby the amount of. money the State would have to

1.
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spend to galn comparable land else*iioro. f"f-rifJ lt ls posslble' thaE the Department of the Interior would approve contlngency
monles for a proJect elsewhere, lt is unllkely that the nllllon
dollar donatlon would be prcsent in any other area.

2. U.S, Forest Servl.ce

Thls acqulsltlon represents a unlque opportunlty for whlch speclal
Federal approprlatlons J-egislatlon has been drafted. Thls money
w111 not be avallable to the Forest Servlce for other property.

G. Management Alternatlves

The U.S. Forest Servlce wll-l study the ContLnental Dlvlde portlon of
thelr proposed acquisltl-on for incluslon in the adJacent Anaconda-
Plntlar Wllderness Area. The Lost Creek Unlt wtlI be studled for
speciflc management of the area. However, Legislatlve constraints
deem that the land wlll- be used prlmarlly for recreatlon. A manage-
ment unlt plan will be wrltten and be accompanled by an envlronmental
lmpact statement and presented for publlc and agency conment.

The Department of Fish and Game wil-l study the area to determlne the
optlmum balance.between (1) gaure habitat/dLspersed recreation and
(2) devel"oped reereation sites. Legisl-atlve constralnts and departnent
objectlves place the providlng of outdoor recreation as the prinary
obJectlve.
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APPENDIX A

Incorne Multlpllers

Ihe use of general lncome nultipllers for speclflc segments of the economy

should be quallfled for two reaEonss

1. Glven the cLose proxlnlty of rhe ranch to Butte, some secondary spending
le golng to take place there, taklng sales away from the local Anaconda

atei. Ttrls $1I-1 act to decrease the Local secondary impact from
enploynent on the ranch.

2. Secondary lncome losses do not necessarlly mean losses of employment.
For instance, Lhese l-osses of lncome can mean exlstlng flrms woul-d

operate aC less than fuLl capaclty, or that some income Loss nay'be
property income such as rent lncome, interest lncome and profit
lncome.
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APPENDIX B

User flgures fron game ranges slmiLar to Mount Haggln lndlcate that use

Lncreased substantlally when these lands were taken over by the Flsh and

Gane Department. The foLlow{ng areas were analyzed as to users and game

condltlons to attempt to shed sorne 1lght on the Mount Haggln acqulsltlon:
(1) Blackfoot - Clearwater Game Range, (2) Beartooth Ranch Gane Range and

(3) Sun River Gane Range.

Blackfoot - Clea:nrater Game Range

I.lhen contacted, the nanager of the Blackfoot - Cleanrater Game Range

stated thag huntlng pressure lncreased substantiaLly after Flsh and Game

took over the area. He feLt that the naJor factor for the increase was

access to lands to hunt, that formerly the area had been closed to
recreatlonaL pursults .

Interestlngly, recreatlonal uses other than hunting also have become

more lmportant for users of the area (campLng, pLcnlcklng, hlking and

slghtseeing).

Beartooth Ranch Game Range

Before purchase by the Fish and Game Department access was available
through permission from the raneh. Again, once allowed access all uses
of the area increased tremendously (huntlng, camping, plcnlcklng, slght-
seelng, etc. ).

The game habltat has inproved greatly, resulting in larger populations
of elk, dger and she€P.

Sun Rlver Garne Range

The resldent game populatlon lras a depressed populatlon due to deterlorated
forage. Since that time, hunting has Lncreased subJect to yearly fluctua-
tions in the weather. Interestlnglyr other recreational uses of the area
have lncreased conslderably ln the Last few years.

Mount Haggln Ranch proposed acquisition lands are themselves qulte siurLlar
to the other game ranges. IIounE Haggln lands are generally more accesslble
to the publLc, although lateJ-y soue parts of the ranch have been closed.
An lnportant conslderatlon for the purchase of Mount Haggin Ranch is for
the lnsurance that gaure habltat and populatlons wllL be maintained and

enhanced. But what has proved to be of equal l-mportance at other ranges
ls other uses of the area for canplng, slghtseelng, hlklng, picnlcklngt
cross-country skllng, etc.
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To better understand the
the Mount llaggin acqulsitLon'

APPBNDIX C

taxes pald before and
they are presented in

taxes lost because of
ledger form as fol-lows:

Total- personal and property taxes
.. $100,757.71

Peisbnal- taxes paid by Mt. Ilaggln
$57 , 342. 00and Ankony Angus

Property taxes pald
Deer Lodge CountY
Silverbow Coounty

by Mt. Haggin
$40, L60. 30

2,016.83
947,59
291.00

Granlte County
Powell County

$43,41-5. 71

Total personal and property taxes . -

Personal property taxes bY countY
Deer Lodge CountY

Mt. Haggin $4L,975-84
AnkonyAngus .. .. 55,526.46

Deer Lodge County . $97,502.30
2,016. 83

947.58
Powell-Mt. Haggin propertY

$100,757.71

Total tax loss from acqulsition $46, 703.99

Total- personal taxes l-ost
Property taxes lost

$1 9, 743.1_5

Forest Servl-ce acquisitlon
Deer Lodge $L4,2O9.49

947.58
29L.06

acqulsitlon
$15,448. 07

$10, t-68 . 22
L,344.55

$LL,5L2.77

SLl-verbow-Mt. Haggln property . .
Granite-Mt. Ilaggin ProPertY . .

Granite
Powell

Fl-sh and Game
Deer Lodge
Silverbow . .

Total property taxes Lost

Personal and propertv taTr loss bv county

$26,960.84
$46,703.99

Deer Lodge
Silverbow
Powell

acquisl-tion... .$46'703.99

$44,120. 8o
L,344.55

29L.06
947.s8Granite . .

Total tax l-oss from
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