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PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
FOR THE 

STW SWINE RANCH 

Pursuant t o  the  Montana Admin is t ra t i ve  Code, Sect ion 16-2.2(2)-P2030 
(Rule IV )  , the f o l  1 owing p r e l  i m i  nary envi  ronmental rev iew has been prepared 
by t h e  Department o f  Hea l th  and Environmental Sciences concerning the  
STW Swine Ranch and a request  by Mr .  F loyd Eads f o r  a waste d ischarge 
permi t  f o r  t h a t  animal c o n f i  nement f a c i  1 i ty loca ted  northwest o f  Kal i s p e l l ,  
Montana. 

The purpose o f  t h i s  p re l im ina ry  environmental review i s  t o  i n fo rm 
a1 1 i n t e r e s t e d  governmental agencies and pub1 i c groups o f  the  proposed 
a c t i o n  and t o  determine whether the  a c t i o n  may have a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  
on the  human environment. Th is  p r e l i m i  nary environmental rev iew w i l l  be 
c i r c u l a t e d  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t en  days a t  which t ime a dec is ion  w i l l  be made 
as t o  whether o r  n o t  a waste discharge pe rm i t  should be issued. I f  you 
care t o  comment on t h i s  proposed ac t ion ,  please do so w i t h i n  t h a t  a l l o t t e d  
time. 

M r .  Floyd Eads c u r r e n t l y  operates a t o t a l  confinement swine opera- 
t i o n  located i n  t h e  SEk, NW14, Sec. 13, T. 29 N., R. 23 W., o f  F lathead 
County. The s i t e  o f  t h i s  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  i s  approximately 
n i n e  m i  1 es northwest o f  Kal i s p e l  1, Montana and i s  i n d i c a t e d  on the  
a t tached map. 

Thi  s an i  ma1 confinement f a c i  1 i t y  has a capaci t y  f o r  approximately 
900 animals which a re  housed i n  th ree  separate bu i l d ings .  Waste m a t e r i a l  
which i s  generated by the  l i v e s t o c k  i s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  f l ushed  w i t h  water i n t o  
a l a r g e  storage tank. T h i s  l i q u i d  manure storage f a c i l i t y  has capac i ty  
t o  s t o r e  approximately 120 days t o t a l  wastewater product ion. The waste 
m a t e r i a l  which accumulates w i t h i n  t h i s  s torage f a c i l i t y  w i l l  then be 
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p e r i o d i c a l l y  removed and disposed o f  i n  l i q u i d  form on nearby a g r i c u l t u r a l  
land. The owner o f  the  animal confinement f a c i l i t y  has cont rac ted w i t h  
a nearby farm operator.  The waste mate r ia l  w i l l  then be u t i l i z e d  f o r  i t s  
n u t r i e n t  value w i t h  l i t t l e ,  i f  any, det r imenta l  e f f e c t s  t o  s o i l s  o r  crops. 

F l  i e s  around the animal confinement f a c i l  i t y  w i l l  be c o n t r o l l e d  
through t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  f l y  b a i t s .  Dead animals are  d i s -  
posed o f  through inc ine ra t ion .  

Any animal confinement f a c i l i t y  w i l l  have an e f f e c t  on the  surrounding 
environment, bu t  adverse environmental e f f e c t s  can be minimized through 
adherence t o  a good waste management program. Representatives o f  the  
A i r  Q u a l i t y  Bureau of the  Department o f  Hea l th  and Environmental Sciences 
have been contacted w i t h  regard t o  odor problems from t h i s  animal conf-ine- 
ment f a c i l i t y  and have s ta ted t h a t  odors as such should no t  be a problem 
f o r  adjacent  areas. 

The on ly  a1 t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  M r .  Eads would be r e l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  animal confinement f a c i l  i ty. The e n t i r e  area surrounding t h e  
proposed s i t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u t i  1 i zed p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a g r i  c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion  
and such re1 o c a t i  on does n o t  appear economical ly j u s t i f i a b l e .  There a re  
no known h i s t o r i c a l  o r  archaeological  s i t e s  which would i n  any way be 
a f f e c t e d  by t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  and due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  an 
e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  i t  should no t  place unusual demands on a d d i t i o n a l  
environmental resources. I f  the  waste management program as o u t l i n e d  i n  
the  permi t  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  adhered to,  the opera t ion  should r e s u l t  i n  min-imal 
adverse environmental e f f e c t .  
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